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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!  We give thanks that our gracious Lord 
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service.  Today again 
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and 
salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: 
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is 
better than a thousand elsewhere.” 

 

Requests, please give written requests to be included during our “Prayers of the Church” 
to an usher or an elder before worship service. 
 

Hearing,  Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units. 
 

Attendance Registration cards are located in the Hymnal racks of each pew.  We ask all 
members and our guests to complete one and pass it to the center aisles.  An usher will collect 
them after the offering is taken to the altar. The cards are important as they enable our secretary 
to track members’ attendance as well as guests interested in joining our church.  Thank you for 
your help. 
 

A Prayer Before Worship 
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we 
may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness. Hear us for His sake.  Amen 
 

PRELUDE  
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL 
WELCOME 
 

I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table  LSB 618 
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Stand 
 

Opening Versicles LSB 229 
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PSALM  Psalm 34:17–22; antiphon Matthew 11:28 
28

 Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, 
 and I will give you rest. 
17 

When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears 
 and delivers them out of all their troubles. 
18 

The LORD is near to the broken-hearted 
 and saves the crushed in spirit. 
19 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
20 

He keeps all his bones; 
 not one of them is broken. 
21 

Affliction will slay the wicked, 
 and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
22 

The LORD redeems the life of His servants; 
 none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
28

 Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, 
 and I will give you rest. 
 

Sit 

 
O Lord, We Praise Thee  LSB 617 
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Old Testament Reading  Exodus 31:12–18 
P A reading from Exodus, the thirty-first chapter. 
 

12
And the LORD said to Moses, 

13
“You are to speak to the people of Israel and say, 

‘Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you throughout 
your generations, that you may know that I, the LORD, sanctify you. 

14
You shall keep the 

Sabbath, because it is holy for you. Everyone who profanes it shall be put to death. 
Whoever does any work on it, that soul shall be cut off from among his people. 

15
Six days 

shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the LORD. 
Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day shall be put to death. 

16
Therefore the people 

of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, observing the Sabbath throughout their generations, as 
a covenant forever. 

17
It is a sign forever between me and the people of Israel that in six 

days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was 
refreshed.’” 

18
And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking with him on Mount 

Sinai, the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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New Testament Reading  Matthew 11:27—12:8 
P A reading from Matthew, the eleventh & twelfth chapter. 
 

27
All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the 
Son chooses to reveal him. 

28
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest. 
29

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

30
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

1
At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were 

hungry, and they began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. 
2
But when the Pharisees saw 

it, they said to him, “Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the 
Sabbath.” 

3
He said to them, “Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, and 

those who were with him: 
4
how he entered the house of God and ate the bread of the 

Presence, which it was not lawful for him to eat nor for those who were with him, but only 
for the priests? 

5
Or have you not read in the Law how on the Sabbath the priests in the 

temple profane the Sabbath and are guiltless? 
6
I tell you, something greater than the 

temple is here. 
7
And if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not 

sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless. 
8
For the Son of Man is lord of the 

Sabbath.” 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Passion Reading  Matthew 27:1–31 
P A reading from Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter. 
 

1
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel 

against Jesus to put him to death. 
2
And they bound him and led him away and delivered 

him over to Pilate the governor. 
3
Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was 

condemned, he changed his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
priests and the elders, 

4
saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said, 

“What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 
5
And throwing down the pieces of silver into the 

temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. 
6
But the chief priests, taking the 

pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood 
money.” 

7
So they took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place 

for strangers. 
8
Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 

9
Then 

was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the 
thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons 
of Israel, 

10
and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.” 

11
Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King 

of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 
12

But when he was accused by the chief 
priests and elders, he gave no answer. 

13
Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how 

many things they testify against you?” 
14

But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 
charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

15
Now at the feast the governor was 

accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 
16

And they 
had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 

17
So when they had gathered, Pilate said 

to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called 
Christ?” 

18
For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 

19
Besides, 
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while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do 
with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 
20

Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 
destroy Jesus. 

21
The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to 

release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 
22

Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do 
with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 

23
And he said, 

“Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 
24

So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, 
he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 
man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 

25
And all the people answered, “His blood be on us 

and on our children!” 
26

Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, 
delivered him to be crucified. 

27
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 

governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. 
28

And they 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 

29
and twisting together a crown of thorns, they 

put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked 
him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 

30
And they spit on him and took the reed and struck 

him on the head. 
31

And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put 
his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 
 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Lenten Responsory LSB 231 
 

 

 
 

Catechism Reading:  LSB 327 
The Sacrament of the Altar: “How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?  
  

P  How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
C   Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written 

here: "Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins." These words, 
along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament. 
Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: "forgiveness of 
sins." 

Sit  
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Sermon “Rest for the Weary” 
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
 C  Amen. 

Stand 
 

Antiphon  LSB 231 

 

 
 

Magnificat  LSB 231 
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Sharing of the Peace 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be 
with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; 
Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Kyrie  LSB 233 

 
 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 233 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collects  

 

 
 

Collect of the Day  
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 

though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for 
all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your 
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
. 
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Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer.  
 
 

Collect for Peace  
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 

to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus  LSB 234 

 

 
 

Benediction  LSB 234 

 
Sit 
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Now the Light Has Gone Away  LSB 887 sts. 1–5 

 

 
 
 

Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for 
this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 

DISMISSAL 
 

 


