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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!  We give thanks that our gracious Lord 
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service.  Today again our 
Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and 
salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How 
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a 
thousand elsewhere.” 

 

In our readings today: “The God who … gives to all mankind life and breath and everything” (Acts 
17:24–25) wants all people to seek Him that they might “feel their way toward him and find him” (Acts 
17:27). But in our sinful ignorance, we humans turn instead to idols “formed by the art and imagination 
of man” (Acts 17:29). Therefore, God appointed the Man of Righteousness, Jesus Christ, and “has 
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead” (Acts 17:31). Because He lives, we also live (John 
14:19) in His forgiveness, and thus we love Him and keep His commandments (John 14:15). While the 
risen Lord prepares us for His ascension, He will not leave us “as orphans” (John 14:18), but He gives 
“another Helper,” the Holy Spirit, to be with us forever (John 14:16) through the preaching of “Jesus 
and the resurrection” (Acts 17:18). Because He “suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous” (1 Peter 3:18), we “honor Christ the Lord as holy” and are always “prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks” for the reason for our hope (1 Peter 3:15). Our Baptism “now saves” us 
“as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21). 
 

Requests, please give written requests to be included during our “Prayers of the Church” to 
an usher or an elder before worship service. 
 

Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units. 
 

Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body 
and blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen 
our union with Him and with one another (Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Christians 
receive this Sacrament trusting Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the 
faith taught in Holy Scripture together in unity (Matthew 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 
11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood 
unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-34), we ask that those who have not 
yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion. 
 

Attendance Registration cards are located in the Hymnal racks of each pew.  We ask all members 
and our guests to complete one and pass it to the center aisles.  An usher will collect them after the 
offering is taken to the altar. The cards are important as they enable our secretary to track members’ 
attendance as well as guests interested in joining our church.  Thank you for your help. 
 

A Prayer Before Worship 
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may 
repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us 
for His sake.  Amen 
 

PRELUDE  
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
WELCOME 
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Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice  LSB 556 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 
 

Invocation (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His 
Name.) 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Confession: (We cannot come into the presence of our holy God on our own.  We recognize our 
sinfulness and plead for mercy on account of Christ.) 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor.) 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Introit: (Forgiven by God, He invites us into his presence as we speak words from the Psalms.) 
 Ps. 119:89–93; antiphon: Ps. 119:105 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path. 

Forever, O LORD, your word 
is firmly fixed in the heavens. 

Your faithfulness endures to all generations; 
you have established the earth, and it stands fast. 

By your appointment they stand this day, 
for all things are your servants. 

If your law had not been my delight, 
I would have perished in my affliction. 

I will never forget your precepts, 
for by them you have given me life. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path. 
 

Kyrie: (Shortened form of the Greek “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy.”  In the 
presence of Jesus, we plead for His mercy and help in our time of need.)  LSB 152 
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Hymn of Praise: (Trusting God’s promise of mercy, we join the church in heaven and on earth in 
a song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter.) 
 

This Is the Feast  LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence.) 
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Collect: (Many of these prayers have been used in the church for over 1,500 years.  They 
“collect” the Gospel theme for the day.) 
 

P Let us pray. 
O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think 
those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

   
 

Sit 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Scripture Readings: (Jesus speaks to us in His Word as our crucified and risen Savior.) 
 

First Reading  Acts 17:16–31 

A Today’s first reading is from Acts, the seventeenth chapter 
 

16
Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as 

he saw that the city was full of idols. 
17

So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews 
and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to 
be there. 

18
Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And 

some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a 
preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 
19

And they took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know 
what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 

20
For you bring some strange things to 

our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 
21

Now all the Athenians 
and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or 
hearing something new. 

22
So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of 

Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 
23

For as I passed along and 
observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the 
unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 

24
The God 

who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
temples made by man, 

25
nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 

anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 
26

And he 
made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 

27
that they should 

seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is 
actually not far from each one of us, 

28
for  “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
29

Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or 
silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 

30
The times of 

ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31

because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead.” 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual: (The Gradual is a portion of a psalm or other Scripture passage that responds to the 
Old Testament reading and transitions us toward the words of Jesus in the Gospel.)  
 

Gradual adapt. from Matt. 28:7; Heb. 2:7; Ps. 8:6 

Christ has risen from the dead. 
God the Father has crowned him with glory and honor, 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
he has put all things under his feet. 
 

Epistle  1 Peter 3:13–22 

A Today’s Epistle reading is from I Peter, the third chapter. 
 
13

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 
14

But even if you 
should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be 
troubled, 

15
but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 

make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
16

yet do 
it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 

17
For it is 

better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 
18

For Christ 
also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 

19
in which he went and 

proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 
20

because they formerly did not obey, when God’s 
patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 

21
Baptism, which corresponds 

to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for 
a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

22
who has gone into heaven 

and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been 
subjected to him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse  LSB 156 
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Holy Gospel  John 14:15–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

  
  

15
[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  

16
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 

17
even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 
18

“I will not leave you 
as orphans; I will come to you. 

19
Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but 

you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 
20

In that day you will know that I am in 
my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 

21
Whoever has my commandments and keeps 

them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love him and manifest myself to him.”  
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 
 

Creed: (God works faith in us by His Word that we hear in Scripture.  We confess that faith using 
one of three creeds that the church has used throughout the years and across the world.) 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
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And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: (This hymn especially relates to the Gospel theme for the day.  Each hymn 
provides a way for us to hear God’s Word set to music.) 

 

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice  LSB 556 sts. 5–10 
 

5 God said to His belovèd Son: 
    “It’s time to have compassion. 
Then go, bright jewel of My crown, 
    And bring to all salvation. 
From sin and sorrow set them free; 
Slay bitter death for them that they 
    May live with You forever.” 

 

6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 
    Was born of virgin mother; 
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 
    He came to be my brother. 
His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 
A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 
    To lead the devil captive. 

 

7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me, 
    I am your rock and castle. 
Your ransom I Myself will be; 
    For you I strive and wrestle. 
For I am yours, and you are Mine, 
And where I am you may remain; 
    The foe shall not divide us. 

8 “Though he will shed My precious blood, 
    Me of My life bereaving, 
All this I suffer for your good; 
    Be steadfast and believing. 
Life will from death the vict’ry win; 
My innocence shall bear your sin, 
    And you are blest forever. 

 

9 “Now to My Father I depart, 
    From earth to heav’n ascending, 
And, heavn’ly wisdom to impart, 
    The Holy Spirit sending; 
In trouble He will comfort you 
And teach you always to be true 
    And into truth shall guide you. 

 

10 “What I on earth have done and taught 
    Guide all your life and teaching; 
So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 
    And honored in your preaching. 
But watch lest foes with base alloy 
The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 
    This final word I leave you.” 

 
 

Sermon “Loved by Jesus and Loving Jesus” John 14:15  

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for 
our lives today.) 

 

Votum  

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. C Amen. 
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Stand 
 

Offertory: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with a sacrifice of praise.) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of  
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

Sit 
 

Offering: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what 
He has given.) 

 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church: (The congregation joins together to pray for ourselves, for the Church, 

and for people throughout the world.) 
 

P let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

Close of the Prayers 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface: (The Service of the Sacrament begins with praise and thanksgiving for what God has 
done and is about to do for us in the Lord’s Supper.)  LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  And most especially are 
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the 
world.  By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 
restored to us everlasting life.  Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 
with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 

Sanctus: (Latin for “holy.” The division between heaven and earth is gone, and we cry out to God 
with the heavenly host, “Holy, Holy, Holy!” to welcome our Savior Jesus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 
21:9).)  LSB 161 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving: (We thank God for His gift of His incarnate Son Jesus and ask Him to 
give what He has promised in the Sacrament.)  LSB 161 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear 
and answer us.)  LSB 162 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Our Lord: (We hear Jesus’ words that in the Sacrament He gives us His very body 
and blood in, with, and under the bread and the wine.)  LSB 162 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.”  The pastor holds the body and blood of Jesus 
before the congregation and speaks the Lord’s peace as the very Gospel.)  LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” As John the Baptist cried (John 1:29), so we sing to Christ, 
our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins.)  LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven  LSB 477 
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Children of the Heavenly Father  LSB 725 
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Awake, My Heart, with Gladness  LSB 467 

 

 

 

 
 
5 The world against me rages, 

    Its fury I disdain; 
Though bitter war it wages, 
    Its work is all in vain. 
My heart from care is free, 
No trouble troubles me. 
    Misfortune now is play, 
    And night is bright as day. 

6 Now I will cling forever 
    To Christ, my Savior true; 
My Lord will leave me never, 
    Whate’er He passes through. 
He rends death’s iron chain; 
He breaks through sin and pain; 
    He shatters hell’s grim thrall; 
    I follow Him through all. 
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7 He brings me to the portal 
    That leads to bliss untold, 
Whereon this rhyme immortal 
    Is found in script of gold: 
“Who there My cross has shared 
Finds here a crown prepared; 
    Who there with Me has died 
    Shall here be glorified.” 

 

Stand 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Canticle: (Having received Christ in our mouths and into our lives in the 
Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace.)   

 

Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect: (We thank God for all He has done in the Sacrament and ask that it 
would show forth in our lives.) 
 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction: (Just as the Divine Service began, so it ends.  We go forth with our Lord’s blessing 
and His name upon us (Numbers 6:22-27).)  LSB 166 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  LSB 655 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for 
this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL 
POSTLUDE  
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May 21
st

, 2017 
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to joyfully and enthusiastically 

Model and share the gospel with the lost. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
308 Byrne, Smithville, Tex.78957 
Office Phone:   512-237-2108 
Fax Number:    512 237-2832 
Email:  gracelutheran_church@yahoo.com  
Web Site:  www.glcs.org 

Learning Center Director, Angel Hurst 
401 Wilkes Street, Smithville, TX 78957 
Office Phone:  512-360-2800 
Fax Number:   512-237-5990 
Email: gracelutheranlearn@att.net 
 

 

Serving the Lord During Today’s Worship Service 
 
 
 

May Elders: 
 
 

Ushers: 
 
 

Trustees: 

 
 

Galen Bunte 
Ed Randle 
 

Cliff Burns 
M. W. Kasper 
 

Ivan Fritsche 
Allan Hancock 

 

Organist(s): 
June Parker 
Esther Wolff (Sub) 
Kim Appel (Sub) 
 

May Altar Guild: 
Marilyn Burn 
Mary Lou Oliver 

 
 
 

May 21 
May 28 

Readers: 
John Stelling 
Chad Catron 

 
 

May 21 
May 28 

Acolytes: 
Barrett Watson & Sterling Brown 
Juniper Smith & Alex Caldwell 

 

VISIT WITH PASTOR 
If you need to contact Pastor Appel, his home phone is: 512-237-9664, his email address is: 
timothyappel@gmail.com, or contact the Office at 512-237-2108.  Pastor Appel is normally in the 
office between 9:00am and 12:00 noon, Mon thru Thurs.  He will be available in the afternoons 
as well, but often uses that time to make nursing home, hospital or home visits.  If unable to 
reach Pastor, please contact your Elder (Elders list on bulletin board outside of Office). 

 

SERMONS ONLINE 
Grace Lutheran Church records our worship services through our audio system.  Each week’s 
sermon is placed online; go to www.glcs.org and follow the link on the front page to listen to 
Pastor Appel’s sermons.  This is a great resource if you miss a service, want to hear a sermon 
again, or help witness to a friend.  If you would like a CD copy of the sermon for yourself or to 
give to someone else, please let the church office know. 

 

NEWSLETTER/BULLETINS 
The newsletters as well as our bulletins are online in PDF format for your viewing.  Go to 
www.glcs.org and click on “Newsletter/bulletins” and then click on the PDF file to access.  

 

 
Sunday Worship (5/14) 160   Sunday School (5/14) 44 

 
 
 
 

mailto:gracelutheran_church@yahoo.com
http://www.glcs.org/
mailto:gracelutheranlearn@att.net
http://www.glcs.org/
http://www.glcs.org/
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AT GRACE THIS WEEK 

Sun. May 21 Mon. May 22 Tues. May 23 Wed.  May 24 

8:45a Bible Class 
10a 
Worship/Communion 
3p Nursing Home 
Devotions 
 

8a Braille 
5p 
Piecemakers 

7p VBS Staff 
Meeting 

10a GLLC Chapel 
 
 
 
 

Thurs. May 25 Fri. May 26 Sat. May 27 Sun. May 28 

6p Potluck 
7p Ascension of Our 
Lord Service 

Pastor Away- 
Family Day 

 RALLY DAY 
8:45a Bible Class 
10a Worship/Communion 
 
  

 

FINANCIALS – as of May 14
th

 2017 

 Apr. 30 May 7 May 14 May 21 Y-T-D 

General Offering 3,266.00 5,664.50 2,660.00  81,284.25 

2016 Weekly goal 3,954.04 3,954.04 3,954.04  79,080.80 

Difference -688.04 1710.46 -1,294.04  2,203.45 

      

SS Offering 31.00  33.00   

GLLC Donations 20.00 85.00 775.00   
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Today’s Sunday School lesson taught the children “Jesus Ascends into Heaven” to prepare a 
place for us there with Him (Acts 1:1–11; Luke 24:44–53). Ask the children to tell you about 
Jesus’ ascension and what it means for them. 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH PRAYER LIST 
If you are missed in our prayer list, or if there are changes (addition, deletions 
or corrections) to our prayer list, please let us know. On the first of the month 
we will be updating names, so if you wish to add names, or continue to leave 
names on the list, please call the church office (237-2108) or write a note on 
the back of the attendance card. 

 

In the Nursing 
Home: 

Charlene & RC Franke (Ann Schroder’s siblings), Mildred Karcher, Lorine 
Vogel, Charlotte Metzler, Lucy & Alvie Tinberg, Annie Mae Rohde, 
Eleanore Brantley, Evelyn Tietjen (Helen Fleck’s mother), Teresa Slusher, 
Milly Fritz 

Long Term Health 
Concerns: 

Blackie Wallace, Kenny Wood (Sandy Kadlecek’s father) 

Battling Cancer: Nancy Flora, Linda Braddock, Adam Higgins, Billy Duty (Marilyn Randle & 
Jim Duty’s brother), Bill Haley (friend of the Rohde’s), Bill Castleberry 
(friend of Steve Pauley), Jim Caldwell & Rob Scoggins (friends of the 
Rohde’s), Gloria Neveraz (Bianca Kasper’s friend),  
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Charlene Frerich (the Johannessen’s daughter), Randy Psencik (friend of 
Patsy Wiggins), 

Coey Zapalac (friend of Kim Kunz), George Neave (friend of GLLC), Bob 
Packard (friend of the Kadlecek’s), Christopher Krueger (cousin of Bianca 
Kasper), Jo Ann Copeland, Marvin “Butch” Schroeder (brother of Johnny 
Schroeder), Leslie Davis (friend of Kellye Bonorden), Jamie Evans (friend 
of GLLC), Kelsey Cantrell (relative of Kathy Kasper),  

Recent Health 
Concerns: 
 

Nick Jackson (friend of the Langers), Milly Cheak, Nancy Fritsche, 
Frances Pool, Kevin Vinklarek, Sabrina Poehler (friend of Chad Catron),  
Elizabeth Magers (friend of the Rohde’s), Katherine Benedix, Kathleen 
Brohlin, Melissa Brown, Sandra Senn (Gene Brown’s teacher), Linda 
Hanna (Stefanie Monecke’s mother), Jensen Vellier (infant friend of Rose 
Pietsch), Barbara & Charlie Johannessen, Aaron Atsye (friend of the 
Deapens, Johnnie Kalina, Lee Hampton, Johnny Schroeder, Glenn Dyess 
(son-in-law of the Wallace’s, Shirley Thornton (Bianca Kasper’s mother), 
Mildred Buscha, Johnny Webber (nephew of Darlene Becker), David 
Rohde, Robert Miller, LaVerne Wallace, Patsy Wiggins, Janelle & Rowe 
Caldwell (friends of the Duty’s), Zachary Montgomery (great grandson of 
the Schroeder’s), Sharee Villa (friend of Patsy Wiggins), Courtney Glenn 
(friend of Kellye Geigenmiller), Marybeth Claiborne, Lula Jones (friend of 
Rose Pietsch), Loretta & Mike Grassmuck (friends of Wendy Rohde), 
Sammye Hodges (friend of the Kadlecek’’s), Carolyn Foytik (Sharon 
Hancock’s sister), Shannon Synatschk (cousin of Ann Schroeder), Willie 
Smith (Ryan Smith’s father), Becky Robison (friend of Millie Fritz),  
Donna, Holly & Carl Barrera, (friends of Patsy Wiggins), Scott Kubsch 
(nephew of Johnnie Schroeder), Samuel Engman, George Haydon (friend 
of Charlie Johannessen), Kikue Hannusch, Mary Jo Grassmuck (friend of 
Wendy Rohde), Jayden Anderson (friend of Sandy Kadlecek), Clarence 
Cossey (friend of Ed Randle), Christopher Harms (friend of the Metzler’s). 

In the Military: 
 

Justin Teague, Giancarlo Calderoni (son of Catherine & Gary Smith), 
Aiden Hunter Haught (grandson of Eugene Randle), Madison Whitney, 
Kenneth Hancock (brother of Tracy Hancock). 

Other Prayer 
Requests: 
 
 
 
 

Wesley Tucker (son of Teresa Slusher), Karen & Phil Duhert (friends of 
Frances Pool & Juanita Bertsch, Teresa Juarez (sister of Christina Juarez), 
Joshua Zimmerhanzel, Albert Sellers (uncle of Bianca Kasper), Jeff Dunn 
(friend of the Langer’s), Gabriel Bullara (Melissa Brown’s grandson), Sloan 
Davidson (friend of the Flora’s), Jessica Rogoway (Brooke Deapen’s 
grandmother) 

 

The BAE is closed May 22 through the 29th for Memorial Day. Grace will staff the Born Again 
Emporium Tuesday May 30 through Saturday June 3.  

 
Grace is in need of a new Financial Secretary in the next two months.  Please see Betty Flora or 
Gene Brown if you are interested in serving in this way. 
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READ THROUGH THE BIBLE IN 2017 
God’s blessings as you continue to read through the Bible 
during this year of the 500

th
 anniversary of the Reformation. If 

you miss a few days, don’t be afraid to start anew! The plan for 
the whole month of May is in your newsletter, and these same 
readings are included for you in the daily devotions on the back 
of your bulletin each week as well.  

 
 

WORK AT GLLC 
Grace Lutheran Learning Center is hiring part-time workers for the afternoon shift. Applicants 
should be available to work between 12:30-6:00 PM, must have a high school diploma or 
equivalent, and be willing to submit to a background check. If you love working with kids and 
sharing the love of Jesus, this is the job for you! Please contact our director, Angel Hurst, at 
512-360-2800 to receive an application. 

 
 
Our hymn of the season for Easter is LSB 467, "Awake, My Heart, with 
Gladness." The fifth stanza teaches us that we need not worry about the 
trouble and persecution the world would bring against us. Christ has already 
won the victory for us! We recall Jesus' words from John 16:33, "I have said 
these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world." 

 
 

VBS STAFF MEETING THIS WEEK 
On Tuesday, May 23 at 7:00 PM in the parish hall, we will have our VBS Staff meeting. All 
teachers and volunteers are asked to attend. We'll go over the nightly schedule for VBS and other 
items, as well as have a Bible study on each of the Bible stories during the week. If you have any 
questions, please talk to Rose Pietsch or Pastor Appel. 
 

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD – POTLUCK AND SERVICE 

Forty days after Jesus rose from the dead, He ascended visibly into heaven. This is an important 
event in the story of our salvation, so much so that we confess it each week in the Creed. This 
year, Ascension Day falls on Thursday, May 25. To celebrate Jesus' reign as our good and 
gracious King, the elders are hosting a potluck at 6 PM in the Parish Hall, followed by the Divine 
Service with Holy Communion at 7 PM in the Sanctuary. Please join us as we give thanks for 
our ascended and reigning Lord! 

RALLY DAY 
Next Sunday, May 28, our congregation will celebrate Rally Day, as we give thanks to God to 
His gift of Christian education for our children in Sunday school as they advance another year. 
The Board of Education will be providing hamburgers and hot dogs for a meal after the service; 
members of the congregation are invited to bring chips or dessert. Games will be available 
outside for anyone who wants to participate. The entire congregation is invited to participate and 
celebrate with us! 

 
 
 

tel:%28512%29%20360-2800
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POUNDING FOR THE KUECKS 
The Kuecks are coming to Texas! Jonathan and Nikki and their four children will be moving into 
their Texas home the weekend of June 2-4. In order to welcome them to our area, the FLHS 
Board of Directors is sponsoring a "pounding," and we need your help! You can bring any of a 
variety of items: homemade jellies and jams, homemade noodles, gift cards to H-E-B or 
Wal-Mart, canned goods, or any other household necessities. Please bring these gifts to church 
by Sunday, June 4, after which one of the FLHS Board members will pick the gifts up and deliver 
it to the Kuecks. Thanks for showing such generous support to the Kuecks as they begin their 
ministry among us at FLHS! 

SERBIN PICNIC 
Serbin Picnic Grounds 

On FM Road 2239 
Sunday, May 28

th
 

 

English Worship Service 8:30 A.M.  
Conducted by Pastor John Schmidt 

Barbecue Sold by the Pound Only 
Boneless Beef – Pork – Chicken 

From 9:00 A.M. until Sold Out 
Also Ladies Aid Stand Selling Trimmings 

Potato Salad, Beans, Noodles  
and Pastries of All Kinds  

Arts and Crafts 
Youth League Hamburger Stand 

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE 
 

2:00 P.M. – Baseball Game Yoakum @ Serbin 

2:00 P.M. – School Children’s Program 

2:30 P.M. – Children’s Booths & Games 

2:30 P.M. – Barrel Train Rides for the kids 

3:00 P.M. – Washer Tournament (Sign up by 2:30) 
 

Entertainment 3:00 – 8:00 P.M. 

The Donnie Wavra Band 

 

Texas Wendish Heritage Museum Open 10:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M. 

COME OUT AND HAVE SOME GOOD OLD-FASHIONED FUN! 
 
 
 

May 25
th

, 2017 
The Ascension of Our Lord 

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 
Epistle Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 
Passion Reading: Luke 24:44-53 

May 28
th

, 2017 
The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

First Reading: Acts 17:16-31 
Epistle Reading: I Peter 3:13-22 

Passion Reading: John 14:15-21 
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The Congregation in the Word and at Prayer 

Order for Family Devotions for May 21-27, 2017 
 

Invocation 
 L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 R Amen. 
 

Introit (Bulletin, p. 3) 
 

Learn by Heart: 5th
 Commandment and its Meaning 

 

Daily Readings 

 Sunday: Acts 3; Joshua 19-20  

 Monday: Acts 4; Joshua 21-22  

 Tuesday: Acts 5 Joshua 23-24  

 Wednesday: Acts 6; Judges 1-4 

 Thursday: Acts 7:1-53; Judges 5-7 

 Friday: Proverbs 10:15-32; Psalms 70-71 

 Saturday: Day off, or make up a reading you missed earlier in the week 
 

Hymn of the Week: “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” (LSB 556, Bulletin, pps. 2, 9) 
 

Meditation: Portals of Prayer or other devotion 
 

Prayers (along with your own prayers, consider including prayers and petitions from below and 

from the following resources: Bulletin, p. 19-20; Lutheran Book of Prayer; LSB pp.305-318) 
 

 Sunday: For the joy of the resurrection  

 Monday: For the salvation of our neighbors  

 Tuesday: For those struggling with sin  

 Wednesday: For parents and children 

 Thursday: For the Church and her pastors 

 Friday:  For the spread of the Gospel 

 Saturday: For faithfulness until death 
 

Collect (Bulletin, p. 6) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Luther’s Morning or Evening Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 L The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with us all. 

 R Amen. 


