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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service. Today again
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and
salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84:
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is
better than a thousand elsewhere.”
Requests, please give written requests to be included during our “Prayers of the Church”
to an usher or an elder before worship service.
Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units.
Attendance Registration cards are located in the Hymnal racks of each pew. We ask all
members and our guests to complete one and pass it to the center aisles. An usher will collect
them after the offering is taken to the altar. The cards are important as they enable our secretary
to track members’ attendance as well as guests interested in joining our church. Thank you for
your help.
A Prayer Before Worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we
may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and
holiness. Hear us for His sake. Amen
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL
WELCOME

1

Glory Be to Jesus

5
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Oft as earth exulting
Wafts its praise on high,
Angel hosts rejoicing
Make their glad reply.

6

Lift we, then, our voices,
Swell the mighty flood;
Louder still and louder
Praise the precious blood!

Stand

Opening Versicles
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2

Psalm 32
1

Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
2
Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
3
For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
4
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
5
I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said,
“I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
6
Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may
be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.
7
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
8
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my eye upon you.
9
Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
which must be curbed with bit and bridle,
or it will not stay near you.
10
Many are the sorrows of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD.
11
Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous,
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Sit

3

God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It
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Old Testament Reading
L A reading from Psalm, the fifty-first chapter.
1

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!
3
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your judgment.
5
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me.
6
Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.
7
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.
10
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
11
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
13
Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you.
14
Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God,
O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.
15
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
16
For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it;
you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.
17
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
18
Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;
build up the walls of Jerusalem;
19
then will you delight in right sacrifices,
in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings;
then bulls will be offered on your altar.

5

Psalm 51:1–19

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
New Testament Reading

1 Peter 3:18–22

P A reading from 1 Peter, the third chapter.
18

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might
19
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he
20
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did not obey, when
God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a
21
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an
22
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
having been subjected to him.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Passion Reading
Mark 14:32–52
P A reading from Mark, the fourteenth chapter.
32

And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here
33
while I pray.” And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly
34
distressed and troubled. And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death.
35
Remain here and watch.” And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed
36
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. And he said, “Abba, Father, all
things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you
37
will.” And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you
38
asleep? Could you not watch one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into
39
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away
40
and prayed, saying the same words. And again he came and found them sleeping, for
41
their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. And he came
the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough;
42
the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us
be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”
43
And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and
with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the
44
elders. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man.
45
Seize him and lead him away under guard.” And when he came, he went up to him at
46
once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. And they laid hands on him and seized him.
47
But one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest
48
and cut off his ear. And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as against a robber,
49
with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I was with you in the temple
50
teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” And they all left
him and fled.

6

51

And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And
52
they seized him, but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked.
P
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Lenten Responsory
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Catechism Readings: Baptism, Part 2
P What benefits does Baptism give?
C It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives
eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God
declare.
P Which are these words and promises of God?
C Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”
(Mark 16:16)
Sermon
“Baptism: A Dear Forgiving Flood”
Votum
P
C

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Stand

Antiphon
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7

Magnificat
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Sharing of the Peace

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be
with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24;
Eph. 4:1–3).
Sit

Offering
Stand

Kyrie
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Lord's Prayer
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C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collect of the Day
P O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend
us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that
may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

9

Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
Collect for Peace
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P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Sit

10

All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night
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5

When in the night I sleepless lie,
My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest,
No pow’rs of darkness me molest.

6

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Silent Prayer After Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for
this undeserved grace and
DISMISSAL
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