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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!  We give thanks that our gracious Lord 
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service.  Today again 
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and 
salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: 
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is 
better than a thousand elsewhere.” 

 

Requests, please give written requests to be included during our “Prayers of the Church” 
to an usher or an elder before worship service. 
 

Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units. 
 

Attendance Registration cards are located in the Hymnal racks of each pew.  We ask all 
members and our guests to complete one and pass it to the center aisles.  An usher will collect 
them after the offering is taken to the altar. The cards are important as they enable our secretary 
to track members’ attendance as well as guests interested in joining our church.  Thank you for 
your help. 
 

A Prayer Before Worship 
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we 
may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness. Hear us for His sake.  Amen 
 

PRELUDE  
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL 
WELCOME 

 
Jesus, Refuge of the Weary  LSB 423 
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Stand 
 

Opening Versicles LSB 229 
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Psalm 126 
1
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

we were like those who dream. 
2
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” 

3
The LORD has done great things for us; 
we are glad. 

4
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
like streams in the Negeb! 

5
Those who sow in tears 
shall reap with shouts of joy! 

6
He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It  LSB 594 
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Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 36:22–27 

P A reading from Ezekiel, the thirty-sixth chapter. 
 

22
“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, 

O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you 
have profaned among the nations to which you came. 

23
And I will vindicate the holiness 

of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have 
profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord 
GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 

24
I will take you from 

the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. 
25

I will 
sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and 
from all your idols I will cleanse you. 

26
And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I 

will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh.  

27
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 

careful to obey my just decrees.  
 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  

New Testament Reading  Titus 3:3–8 

P A reading from Titus, the third chapter. 
 

3
For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 

passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating 



5 

 

one another. 
4
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 

5
he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 

own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
6
whom he 

poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
7
so that being justified by his 

grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
8
The saying is 

trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in 
God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and 
profitable for people.  
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Passion Reading  Mark 15:1–32 

L A reading from Mark, the fifteenth chapter. 
 

1
And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 

and scribes and the whole Council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and 
delivered him over to Pilate. 

2
And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And 

he answered him, “You have said so.” 
3
And the chief priests accused him of many things. 

4
And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to make? See how many charges 

they bring against you.” 
5
But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed. 

6
Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. 

7
And 

among the rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there was a 
man called Barabbas. 

8
And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he 

usually did for them. 
9
And he answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release for you 

the King of the Jews?” 
10

For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had 
delivered him up. 

11
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release for them 

Barabbas instead. 
12

And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I do with the man 
you call the King of the Jews?” 

13
And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” 

14
And Pilate said 

to them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” 
15

So 
Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having scourged 
Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 

16
And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor’s 

headquarters), and they called together the whole battalion. 
17

And they clothed him in a 
purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 

18
And they began 

to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
19

And they were striking his head with a reed and 
spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. 

20
And when they had mocked him, 

they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him 
out to crucify him. 

21
And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 

country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 
22

And they brought him to 
the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 

23
And they offered him wine 

mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 
24

And they crucified him and divided his 
garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each should take. 

25
And it 

was the third hour when they crucified him. 
26

And the inscription of the charge against 
him read, “The King of the Jews.” 

27
And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his 

right and one on his left. 
29

And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 
and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 

30
save 
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yourself, and come down from the cross!” 
31

So also the chief priests with the scribes 
mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 

32
Let the 

Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and believe.” 
Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  

Lenten Responsory LSB 231 

 

 
 

Catechism Readings:  Baptism, Part 4 
 

P What does such baptizing with water indicate? 
C     It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance 

be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should 
daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

P Where is this written? 
C     St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him 

through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:4) 

 

Sermon “Baptism: Strength Divine for Life Immortal” 
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
C    Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Antiphon   LSB 231 
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Magnificat   LSB 231 
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Sharing of the Peace 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be 
with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; 
Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

Sit 
 

Offering  
 

Stand 
 

Kyrie   LSB 233 

 
 

Lord's Prayer   LSB 233 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for 
all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your 
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer.  
 

Collect for Peace LSB 233 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 

to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus   LSB 234 

 

 
 

Benediction   LSB 234 

 
 

Sit 
 

Abide with Me  LSB 878 
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5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
 

Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for 
this undeserved grace and  

 

DISMISSAL 
 


