December 5th, 2018
Advent Midweek #1

Grace Lutheran Church
308 Byrne St.
Smithville, TX 78957
512-237-2108
Evening Prayer 7:00 pm
Pastor Timothy Appel

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service. Today again
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and
salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84:
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is
better than a thousand elsewhere.”
Requests, please give written requests to be included during our “Prayers of the Church”
to an usher or an elder before worship service.
Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units.
Attendance Registration cards are located in the Hymnal racks of each pew. We ask all
members and our guests to complete one and pass it to the center aisles. An usher will collect
them after the offering is taken to the altar. The cards are important as they enable our secretary
to track members’ attendance as well as guests interested in joining our church. Thank you for
your help.
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WELCOME

Advent and Christmas Hymn Sing
Service of Light
Stand

1

Phos Hilaron

LSB 244

2

Thanksgiving for Light

LSB 245

Sit

Psalm 141

LSB 245

3

P

C

Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
Amen.

4

Psalm

Psalm 24:1–10
1

The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof,
the world and those who dwell therein,
2
for he has founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.
3
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
And who shall stand in his holy place?
4
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false
and does not swear deceitfully.
5
He will receive blessing from the LORD
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
6
Such is the generation of those who seek him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.
7
Lift up your heads, O gates!
And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
8
Who is this King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle!
9
Lift up your heads, O gates!
And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
10
Who is this King of glory?
The LORD of hosts,
he is the King of glory!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

What Child Is This

LSB 370

5

First Reading

Isaiah 40:1–5

L A reading from Isaiah, the fortieth chapter.
1

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
2

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading
P A reading from Luke, the first chapter.
5

Luke 1:5–25

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the
division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
6
Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the
7
commandments and statutes of the Lord. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was

6

barren, and both were advanced in years.
8
Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty,
9
according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of
10
the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside
11
at the hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the
12
right side of the altar of incense. And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and
13
fear fell upon him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your
prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his
14
15
name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for
he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will
16
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the
17
children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit and power
of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”
18
And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my
19
wife is advanced in years.” And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in
the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.
20
And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take
21
place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” And
the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the
22
temple. And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that
he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained
23
mute. And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.
24
After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself
25
hidden, saying, “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to
take away my reproach among people.”
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Sermon
Votum
P
C

"The Child Who is Zechariah’s Hope”
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Stand

Magnificat

LSB 248

7

Sit

8

Offering
Stand

Litany

LSB 249

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the
word "Lord" is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For Matthew, our synodical president, for Michael, our district President, for all
pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For Donald, for Greg, for Scott, for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

9

The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Collect For Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

10

Lord's Prayer
P
C

LSB 251

Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus

LSB 252

Benediction

LSB 252

Sit

Now Rest beneath Night's Shadow

LSB 880
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5

My loved ones, rest securely,
For God this night will surely
From peril guard your heads.
Sweet slumbers may He send you
And bid His hosts attend you
And through the night watch o’er your beds.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE
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