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512-237-2108
Evening Prayer 7:00 pm

Pastor Timothy Appel

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service. Today again
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and
salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84:
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is
better than a thousand elsewhere.”
Requests, please give written requests to be included during our “Prayers of the Church”
to an usher or an elder before worship service.
Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units.
Attendance Registration cards are located in the Hymnal racks of each pew. We ask all
members and our guests to complete one and pass it to the center aisles. An usher will collect
them after the offering is taken to the altar. The cards are important as they enable our secretary
to track members’ attendance as well as guests interested in joining our church. Thank you for
your help.
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WELCOME

Advent and Christmas Hymn Sing
Service of Light
Stand

1

Phos Hilaron

LSB 244

Thanksgiving for Light

LSB 245

2

Sit

Psalm 141

LSB 245

3

P

Psalm

C

Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
Amen.
Psalm 146

1

Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
2
I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3
Put not your trust in princes,
in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
4
When his breath departs he returns to the earth;
on that very day his plans perish.
5
Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God,

4

6

who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;
7
who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free;
8
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
9
The LORD watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10
The LORD will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations.
Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

LSB 347

5

First Reading

Isaiah 40:1–11

P A reading from Isaiah, the fortieth chapter.
1

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6
A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
7
The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8
The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9
Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
10
Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
2

6

11

He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading
P A reading from Luke, the first chapter.
57

Luke 1:57–80
58

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. And her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they
59
rejoiced with her. And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they
60
would have called him Zechariah after his father, but his mother answered, “No; he
61
shall be called John.” And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this
62
name.” And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called.
63
And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered.
64
And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing
65
God. And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about
66
through all the hill country of Judea, and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts,
saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.
67
And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,
68
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people
69
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
70
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71
that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
72
to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
73
the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74
that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
75
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
in the forgiveness of their sins,
78
because of the tender mercy of our God,
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
80
And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the
day of his public appearance to Israel.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

7

Sermon

"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel”

Luke 1:68-79

Votum
P
C

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Stand

8

Magnificat

LSB 248

9

Sit

Offering
Stand

Litany

LSB 249

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the
word "Lord" is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For Matthew, our synodical president, for Michael, our district President, for all
pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For Donald, for Greg, for Scott, for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

10

P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

11

Collect For Peace
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Lord's Prayer
P
C

LSB 251

Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus

LSB 252

Benediction

LSB 252

Sit

12

Now Rest beneath Night's Shadow

5

LSB 880

My loved ones, rest securely,
For God this night will surely
From peril guard your heads.
Sweet slumbers may He send you
And bid His hosts attend you
And through the night watch o’er your beds.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

13

14

15

