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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service. Today again
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and
salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84:
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is
better than a thousand elsewhere.”
A Prayer Before Worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in truth,
we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of
our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain

5

Alleluia! Now we cry
To our King immortal,
Who, triumphant, burst the bars
Of the tomb’s dark portal.
Come, you faithful, raise the strain
Of triumphant gladness!
God has brought His Israel
Into joy from sadness!
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Opening Versicles

Antiphon for Easter
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Venite
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Antiphon for Easter

Psalm 148
1

Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!
2
Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his hosts!
3
Praise him, sun and moon,
praise him, all you shining stars!
4
Praise him, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens!
5
Let them praise the name of the LORD!
For he commanded and they were created.
6
And he established them forever and ever;

he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.
Praise the LORD from the earth,
you great sea creatures and all deeps,
8
fire and hail, snow and mist,
stormy wind fulfilling his word!
9
Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!
10
Beasts and all livestock,
creeping things and flying birds!
11
Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!
12
Young men and maidens together,
old men and children!
13
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is exalted;
his majesty is above earth and heaven.
14
He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his saints,
for the people of Israel who are near to him.
Praise the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now and will be forever. Amen.
7

O Sons and Daughters of the King
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“My piercèd side, O Thomas, see,
And look upon My hands, My feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

7

No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

8

How blest are they who have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

9

On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

First Reading

Acts 5:29–42

P The First Reading is from Acts, the fifth chapter.
29

30

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The God of our
31
fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right
32
hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
33
34
When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. But a Pharisee in the
council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave
35
orders to put the men outside for a little while. And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care
36
what you are about to do with these men. For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to
be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who
37
followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the
days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who
38
followed him were scattered. So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and
39
let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will
not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice,
40
and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the
41
name of Jesus, and let them go. Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they
42
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. And every day, in the temple and from
house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle

1 Peter 1:3–9

P The Epistle is from 1 Peter, the first chapter.
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
4
dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,
5
who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the
6
last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by
7
various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the
8
revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now
see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,
9
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel

John 20:19–31

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
19

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace
20
be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
21
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As

22

the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on
23
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are
forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”
24
25
Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his
hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand
into his side, I will never believe.”
26
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the
27
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in
28
my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
29
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.”
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
31
book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Responsory (Easter)

Sermon

“Jesus Interrupts Our Quarantine with His Peace”
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John 20:19

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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Prayer
Kyrie
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Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collects

Collect of the Day
P Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace
confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving
Each petition ends with the following response:
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

Collect for Grace
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to
the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this
day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being
ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won
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Jesus lives! And now is death
But the gate of life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath
When I pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:
Jesus is my confidence!

Silent Prayer After Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for
our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace
and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Worship Services during April
Due to the current pandemic, we will continue to gather online for opportunities to hear God’s Word at
least through the end of April; this includes Sunday, April 26. Please visit our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/gracelutheranchurchsmithville/) beginning about 10 minutes prior to the
service time to join the live service, or check back later to watch the recorded video. Bulletins for each
service can be downloaded and printed ahead of time by visiting our church website
(http://www.glcs.org/newsletters-and-bulletins.html).
Opportunities for Communion
There continue to be opportunities for individuals and families to receive Communion individually on
Sunday mornings. Please check our Facebook page (link above) during the week to sign up for a time to
receive the Lord’s Body and Blood on Sunday morning. You are also always welcome to contact me to
set up a different time to receive the Sacrament. In accordance with the orders from our county judge,
please wear a mask when you come. Pray that the Lord will bring a quick end to this pandemic and grant
us the renewed opportunity to join in His Supper together as a congregation soon.
Giving to Grace Lutheran Church
You can continue to worship God with your offerings and tithes during this time of limited physical
gatherings at Grace. Here are a couple of options:
1) Bring your offering with you when you come to receive Holy Communion.
2) Mail your offering to the church at 308 Byrne Street, Smithville, TX 78957.
3) Drop your offering through the mail slot on the front church door; call to make sure someone is in the
office first so that your offering is picked up in a timely manner.
Currently, we do not have an online giving option, although our treasurer is exploring our options. At all
times, our gifts and offerings are an expression of faith and worship, recognizing that all things we have
come from our heavenly Father's hand. "Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy
endures forever!"
Bible Study
During this time of limited physical gathering, there are still faithful resources available to you to
strengthen your faith through Bible study. Particularly, I encourage you to listen to the radio Bible study I
lead every weekday morning. It's called Sharper Iron; it airs weekday mornings from 8-9 AM
(https://www.kfuo.org/); it’s also available for you to listen in archives or on podcast if you miss the live
broadcast (https://www.kfuo.org/category/sharper-iron/). When I began hosting this show last July, I did
so in order to provide a resource, not just for the wider church, but particularly for you here at Grace. I
approach the study of the Scripture with a guest pastor each time with you in mind. My encouragement
during this time when we are not gathering in person for Bible study is that you would make use of this
resource, and I would certainly also pray that it remains a blessing to you beyond this time as well.
Pastoral Care
While the pandemic occupies much of our concern and prayers right now, I know that these are not the
only matters for which you may desire pastoral care. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide
pastoral care and apply the Word of God in any situation you may be facing.
Supplies for Future Gatherings
At this point, we do not know when larger physical gatherings for our worship services will be able to take
place safely again. It seems likely that when restrictions on gatherings begin to ease, they will do so
gradually, and cleaning procedures will be important to keep them safe. For that reason, it seems wise to
begin making sure that our congregation has appropriate materials available to protect the congregation's
health, to the best of our ability, when our gatherings begin to resume. We do not want to hoard these
materials; we only want to make sure we have what is needed. At this point, the items we know we will
need are disinfecting wipes and spray, masks, and disposable gloves. If you are able to donate one of
these items, it is greatly appreciated. Items can be left on one of the benches outside of the parish hall
during normal office hours (9 AM-2 PM, Tuesday-Friday); call the office to let us know, and items will be
brought inside. Please also feel free to call the office ahead of time to find out if the church's need has
already been met so that we do not hoard these items away from other who are in need of them. Thank
you for supporting Grace in this way!

FLHS Distant Learning
Who would have thought that the beginning of March, when our students left for spring break, would be
the last time our students have been on campus this semester? We recognize this situation has impacted
not only us, but our community and nation also.
We ask for your prayers, as we have made the transition into online delivery of classes. Our faculty has
worked diligently to make this unexpected transition as smooth as possible. Our students understand the
need for this, but are anxious to get back onto campus, to their Faith family.
This pandemic has made our fundraising efforts more challenging, but yet, still necessary. Thankfully,
we have the assurance that God’s word is true and “His love endures forever” (Ps. 136). Will you
consider partnering with us as we carry out our mission in this new environment? Thank you, on behalf
of the students who will be instilled with wisdom as they become faithful leaders tomorrow, for your
generous support.
Archery Camp
Archery camp, which was scheduled for May 4 to 6, has been postponed. Please watch for an updated
date, once the shelter in place order has been lifted.
New Student Registration
Registration for the 2020-2021 school year is underway. Two new students have already enrolled and we
are looking to add more students to our family. Are you looking for a Christ-centered education, a
rigorous college prep curriculum, small class sizes? Schedule a shadow day and check out FLHS!! Call
(979) 242-2889 today!
Share the Gift of Love
Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in combining knowledge and God’s love in a student’s high
school experience. We are partnering with families at the intersection of education and faith development.
If you would like to support our ministry through a one-time or enduring gift, Thrivent Action Grant, or
volunteer your time and talents, please contact Nikki Kueck to learn more.
Mark Your Calendars for These (Tentative) Events
- Spring Thing! - May 13th - 7pm - FLHS Choir Concert
- Golf Tournament - May 30th

