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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service. Today again
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and
salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84:
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is
better than a thousand elsewhere.”
A Prayer Before Worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in truth,
we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of
our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen

Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
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Opening Versicles

LSB 229

1

Psalm 62
1

For God alone my soul waits in silence;
from him comes my salvation.
2
He only is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress; I shall not be greatly shaken.
3
How long will all of you attack a man
to batter him,
like a leaning wall, a tottering fence?
4
They only plan to thrust him down from his high position.
They take pleasure in falsehood.
They bless with their mouths,
but inwardly they curse.
5
For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence,
for my hope is from him.
6
He only is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
7
On God rests my salvation and my glory;
my mighty rock, my refuge is God.
8
Trust in him at all times, O people;
pour out your heart before him;
God is a refuge for us.
9
Those of low estate are but a breath;
those of high estate are a delusion;
in the balances they go up;
they are together lighter than a breath.
10
Put no trust in extortion;
set no vain hopes on robbery;
if riches increase, set not your heart on them.
11
Once God has spoken;
twice have I heard this:
that power belongs to God,
12
and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love.
For you will render to a man
according to his work.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It
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Old Testament Reading
P

Ezekiel 37:1–14

The Old Testament Reading is Ezekiel, the thirty-seventh chapter.

1

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set
2
me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around among them,
and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry.
3
And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you
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4

know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the
5
word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter
6
you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you,
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am
the LORD.”
7
So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a
8
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no
9
breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to
the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these
10
slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.
11
Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they
12
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ Therefore prophesy,
and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from
13
your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I
14
am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will
put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall
know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading

John 5:24–29

P The New Testament Reading is from John, the fifth chapter.
24

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal
life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.
25
“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the
26
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he
27
has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to execute
28
judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all
29
who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Passion Reading

Matthew 27: 32–66

P The Passion Reading is from Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.
32

As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to
33
carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull),
34
35
they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And
36
when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. Then they
37
sat down and kept watch over him there. And over his head they put the charge against him,
38
which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified with him, one
39
on the right and one on the left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads
40
and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you
41
are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes and
42
elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel;
43
let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God
44
deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” And the robbers who
were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.
45
46
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about
the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My
47
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This
48
man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine,

4

49

and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether
50
Elijah will come to save him.” And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his
spirit.
51
And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth
52
shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints
53
who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went
54
into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those who were with him,
keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe
and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”
55
There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus
56
from Galilee, ministering to him, among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of
James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.
57
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a
58
disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to
59
60
be given to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in
his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of
61
the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the
tomb.
62
Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered
63
before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After
64
three days I will rise.’ Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his
disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last
65
fraud will be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it
66
as secure as you can.” So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and
setting a guard.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Lenten Responsory
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Catechism Reading: The Third Article of the Creed
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C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
P What does this mean?
C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord,
or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church
on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all
believers.

5

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.
Sermon

“Eternal Life Now and Forever”

The Third Article of the Creed

Votum
P
C

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.
Amen.

Antiphon
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Magnificat
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Kyrie
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Lord's Prayer
LSB 233
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Collect of the Day
P Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be
governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving
Collect for Peace
LSB 233
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Now the Light Has Gone Away
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Silent Prayer After Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for
our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace
and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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