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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service. Today again
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and
salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84:
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is
better than a thousand elsewhere.”
A Prayer Before Worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in truth,
we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of
our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen

Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain
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Opening Versicles
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1

Psalm 36

1

Transgression speaks to the wicked
deep in his heart;
there is no fear of God
before his eyes.
2
For he flatters himself in his own eyes
that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.
3
The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit;
he has ceased to act wisely and do good.
4
He plots trouble while on his bed;
he sets himself in a way that is not good;
he does not reject evil.
5
Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.
6
Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;
your judgments are like the great deep;
man and beast you save, O LORD.
7
How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
8
They feast on the abundance of your house,
and you give them drink from the river of your delights.
9
For with you is the fountain of life;
in your light do we see light.
10
Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you,
and your righteousness to the upright of heart!
11
Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me,
nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.
12
There the evildoers lie fallen;
they are thrust down, unable to rise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid
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Old Testament Reading
P

Psalm 51:1–19

The Old Testament Reading is Psalm 51.

1

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!
3
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your judgment.
5
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me.
6
Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.
7
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.
10
Create in me a clean heart, O God,

3

and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
13
Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you.
14
Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God,
O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.
15
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
16
For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it;
you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.
17
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
18
Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;
build up the walls of Jerusalem;
19
then will you delight in right sacrifices,
in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings;
then bulls will be offered on your altar.
11

P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading

1 Corinthians 12:1–27

P The New Testament Reading is from 1 Corinthians, the twelfth chapter.
1

2

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. You know that
3
when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. Therefore I
want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!”
and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.
4
5
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the
6
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in
7
8
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according
9
to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one
10
Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to
distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
11
tongues. All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one
individually as he wills.
12
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
13
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.
14
15
For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot should say, “Because I
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.
16
And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not
17
make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of
18
hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? But as it is, God
19
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member,
20
where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.
21
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I
22
have no need of you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
23
indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the
24
greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, which our more
presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the
25
part that lacked it, that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the
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26

same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored,
all rejoice together.
27
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Passion Reading

Matthew 27:1–31

P The Passion Reading is from Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.
1

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against
2
Jesus to put him to death. And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to
Pilate the governor.
3
Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and
4
brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, saying, “I have sinned
5
by betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” And throwing
6
down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. But the
chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it
7
is blood money.” So they took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place
8
9
for strangers. Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was
fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces
10
of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, and they
gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.”
11
Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the
12
Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and
13
elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they
14
testify against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the
governor was greatly amazed.
15
Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner
16
17
whom they wanted. And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they
had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus
18
who is called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up.
19
Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to
20
do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” Now the
21
chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The
governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they
22
said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”
23
They all said, “Let him be crucified!” And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they
shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”
24
So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to
25
26
it yourselves.” And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” Then he
released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.
27
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they
28
gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,
29
and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand.
30
And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they spit on
31
him and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they
stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
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Lenten Responsory
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Catechism Reading: The Third Article of the Creed
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C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
P What does this mean?
C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord,
or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church
on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all
believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.
Sermon

“We Can't, but God Can, and God Does”

The Third Article of the Creed

Votum
P
C

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.
Amen.

Antiphon
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Magnificat
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Kyrie
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Lord's Prayer
LSB 233
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Collect of the Day
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we
deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of
body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks
for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving
Collect for Peace
LSB 233
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus
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Benediction
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All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night
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5

When in the night I sleepless lie,
My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest,
No pow’rs of darkness me molest.

6

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Silent Prayer After Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for
our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace
and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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