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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!  We give thanks that our gracious Lord 
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service.  Today again 
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and 
salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: 
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is 
better than a thousand elsewhere.” 

 

Requests, please give written requests to be included during our “Prayers of the Church” 
to an usher or an elder before worship service. 
 

Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units. 
 

Attendance Registration cards are located in the Hymnal racks of each pew.  We ask all 
members and our guests to complete one and pass it to the center aisles.  An usher will collect 
them after the offering is taken to the altar. The cards are important as they enable our secretary 
to track members’ attendance as well as guests interested in joining our church.  Thank you for 
your help. 
 

A Prayer Before Worship 
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we 
may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness. Hear us for His sake.  Amen 
 

PRELUDE  
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL 
WELCOME 
 
 
Stand 

 

Opening Versicles 
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P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for self-examination. 
 

P I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my 
own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have 
mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission 
of all your sins. Amen. 

 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 
your sins. 

C Amen. 
 

Psalm  Psalm 143 
1Hear my prayer, O LORD; 

give ear to my pleas for mercy! 
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

2Enter not into judgment with your servant, 
for no one living is righteous before you. 

3For the enemy has pursued my soul; 
he has crushed my life to the ground; 
he has made me sit in darkness like those long dead. 

4Therefore my spirit faints within me; 
my heart within me is appalled. 

5I remember the days of old; 
I meditate on all that you have done; 
I ponder the work of your hands. 

6I stretch out my hands to you; 
my soul thirsts for you like a parched land.  

7Answer me quickly, O LORD! 
My spirit fails! 

Hide not your face from me, 
lest I be like those who go down to the pit. 
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8Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, 
for in you I trust. 

Make me know the way I should go, 
for to you I lift up my soul. 

9Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 
I have fled to you for refuge! 

10Teach me to do your will, 
for you are my God! 

Let your good Spirit lead me 
on level ground! 

11For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life! 
In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 

12And in your steadfast love you will cut off my enemies, 
and you will destroy all the adversaries of my soul, 
for I am your servant. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed  LSB 437 
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Passion Reading  Mark 15:21-47 

P A reading from Mark, the fifteenth chapter. 
 

21And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 
country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 22And they brought him to 
the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 23And they offered him wine 
mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him and divided his 
garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each should take. 25And it 
was the third hour when they crucified him. 26And the inscription of the charge against 
him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his 
right and one on his left. 29And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 
and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 30save 
yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31So also the chief priests with the scribes 
mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the 
Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and believe.” 
Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 

33And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the 
ninth hour. 34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35And 
some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36And someone ran 
and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, 
“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37And Jesus uttered a loud 
cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. 39And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he 
breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

40There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 
41When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also 
many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem. 

42And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day 
before the Sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the Council, who was 
also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked 
for the body of Jesus. 44Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already died. 
And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. 45And when 
he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. 46And 
Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and 
laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the 
entrance of the tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he 
was laid. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory  LSB 255 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Lord, to You I Make Confession  LSB 608 
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Catechism Reading:  Confession  

P What do you believe according to these words? 
C I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine 
command, in particular when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners from the 
Christian congregation and absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do 
better, this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord 
dealt with us Himself. 
 
 

Sermon “Christ’s Righteousness Covers Our Unrighteousness” Psalm 143 
 
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
C    Amen. 
 

Stand 

Prayer 
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P Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we 
who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

C Amen. 
 

P O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen 
and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and 
our work is done. Then, Lord, in your mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest 
and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

C Amen. 
 

P Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all 
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer   LSB 257 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 258 
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Benediction  LSB 259 

 
 

Sit 
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Abide with Me  LSB 878 

 

 

 

 
 

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
 
Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for 
this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

 

DISMISSAL 


