December 8th, 2021
Advent Midweek #2

Grace Lutheran Church
308 Byrne St.
Smithville, TX 78957
512-237-2108
Evening Prayer 7:00 pm

Pastor Timothy Appel

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service. Today again
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and
salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84:
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is
better than a thousand elsewhere.”
Requests, please give written requests to be included during our “Prayers of the Church”
to an usher or an elder before worship service.
Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units.
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WELCOME

Advent and Christmas Hymn Sing
Service of Light
Stand

1

Phos Hilaron

LSB 244

Thanksgiving for Light

LSB 245

2

Sit

Psalm 141

LSB 245

3

P

C

Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
Amen.

Psalm 66:1-12
1Shout

for joy to God, all the earth;
the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise!
3
Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you.
4All the earth worships you and sings praises to you;
they sing praises to your name.”
5
Come and see what God has done:
he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.
6He turned the sea into dry land;
they passed through the river on foot.
There did we rejoice in him, 7who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep
watch on the nations—
let not the rebellious exalt themselves.
8Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
9
who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.
10For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.
2sing

4

11

You brought us into the net;
you laid a crushing burden on our backs;
12you let men ride over our heads;

we went through fire and through water; yet you have brought us out to a place of
abundance.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Sing Praise to the God of Israel

LSB 936

Old Testament Reading

Jeremiah 23:5–8

P A reading from Jeremiah, the twenty third chapter.
5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice
and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell
securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our
righteousness.’
7“Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when they shall no longer
say, ‘As the LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ 8but

5

‘As the LORD lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the
north country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.’ Then they shall
dwell in their own land.”
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading
P A reading from Luke, the first chapter.

Luke 1:57-80

57Now

the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58And her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they
rejoiced with her. 59And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they
would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60but his mother answered, “No; he
shall be called John.” 61And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this
name.” 62And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called.
63And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered.
64And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing
God. 65And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about
through all the hill country of Judea, 66and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts,
saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.
67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,
68“Blessed

be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people
69and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
70as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
72to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
73the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people
in the forgiveness of their sins,
78because of the tender mercy of our God,
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
80And

the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the
day of his public appearance to Israel.
P
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

6

Sermon
Votum
P
C

"Blessed Be the Lord God of Israel”

Luke 1:68-79

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Stand

Magnificat

LSB 248

7

Litany

LSB 249

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the
word "Lord" is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

P
C
P
C
P
C
P

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For Matthew, our synodical president, for Michael, our district President, for all
pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to
the Lord:

8

C
P
C
P
C
P
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P
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P
C

Lord, have mercy.
For Joseph, for Greg, for Joanna, for all public servants, for the government and
those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

9

Collect For Peace
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give
to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Lord's Prayer
P
C

LSB 251

Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus

LSB 252
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Benediction

LSB 252

Sit

Lord, Support Us All Day Long

LSB 884

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE
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