January 23rd, 2022
Third Sunday after the Epiphany

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI ~ SYNOD
308 Byrne Street
Smithville, TX 78957
512-237-2108
Divine Service 10 AM

Pastor Timothy Appel

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious
Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service. Today
again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life,
forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with
David in Psalm 84: “How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A
day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”
In our readings today: When Jesus opens His mouth to preach, gracious words flow from His lips.
The Scriptures are, indeed, fulfilled in your hearing (Luke 4:21–22). For Christ was anointed by the
Spirit of the Lord “to proclaim good news to the poor,” “to proclaim liberty to the captives” and “to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18–19). By this proclamation, Christ releases His people
from captivity and gathers them to Himself in His Church. So it was when the Lord released His people
from Babylon and returned them to Jerusalem. “Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught
the people,” sanctified the whole congregation by the reading and preaching of the Law (Neh. 8:8–9).
As the people then were urged to “eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who
has nothing ready” (Neh. 8:10), so are you anointed by the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ to share in
His feast and to serve the fellow members of His Body with His good gifts, “giving greater honor to the
part that lacked it” (1 Cor. 12:12, 24)
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body
and blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen
our union with Him and with one another (Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Christians
receive this Sacrament trusting Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the
faith taught in Holy Scripture together in unity (Matthew 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:1726). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood
unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-34), we ask that those who have not
yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion.
A Prayer Before Worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may
repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us
for His sake. Amen
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WELCOME
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Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear

LSB 908

Stand
Stand

Invocation (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His
Name.)
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Confession: (We cannot come into the presence of our holy God on our own. We recognize our
sinfulness and plead for mercy on account of Christ.)
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
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Absolution: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor.)
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit: (Forgiven by God, He invites us into his presence as we speak words from the Psalms.)
Ps. 102:18–22; antiphon: Ps. 102:13

You will arise and have pity on Zion;
it is the time to favor her; the appointed time has come.
Let this be recorded for a generation to come,
so that a people yet to be created may praise the LORD:
that he looked down from his holy height;
from heaven the LORD looked at the earth,
to hear the groans of the prisoners,
to set free those who were doomed to die,
that they may declare in Zion the name of the LORD,
and in Jerusalem his praise,
when peoples gather together,
and kingdoms, to worship the LORD.
You will arise and have pity on Zion;
it is the time to favor her; the appointed time has come.

Gloria Patri

Kyrie: (Shortened form of the Greek “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy.” In the
presence of Jesus, we plead for His mercy and help in our time of need.)
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Hymn of Praise: (Trusting God’s promise of mercy, we join the church in heaven and on earth in
a song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter.)

Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence.)

Collect: (Many of these prayers have been used in the church for over 1,500 years. They
“collect” the Gospel theme for the day.)

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth
the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Scripture Readings: (Jesus speaks to us in His Word as our crucified and risen Savior.)

Old Testament Reading
Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10
P Today’s Old Testament reading is from Nehemiah, the eighth chapter
1 All the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they
told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded
Israel.
2So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all
who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3And he
read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in
the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears
of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law….
5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the
people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great
God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed
their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground….
8They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so
that the people understood the reading.
9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do
not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10Then
he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to
anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for
the joy of the LORD is your strength.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gradual: (The Gradual is a portion of a psalm or other Scripture passage that responds to the
Old Testament reading and transitions us toward the words of Jesus in the Gospel.)
Ps. 117:1–2a; 96:8

Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!

Epistle

1 Corinthians 12:12–31a

P Today’s Epistle reading is from 1 Corinthians, the twelfth chapter.
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.
14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot should say,
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a
part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an
eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would
be the sense of smell? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of
them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is,
there are many parts, yet one body.
21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the
feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, 23and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable
we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater
modesty, 24which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed
the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25that there may be no division in
the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one
member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.
27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles,
then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts
of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31But earnestly desire the higher
gifts.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia
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Holy Gospel
P

Luke 4:16–30

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.

16And

he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he
went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17And the scroll of
the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it
was written,
18“The

Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20And

he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say to them, “Today
this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke well of him and marveled
at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this
Joseph’s son?” 23And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb,
‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your
hometown as well.” 24And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his
hometown. 25But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah,
when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came
over all the land, 26and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land
of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27And there were many lepers in Israel in the
time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”
28When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29And they
rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which
their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30But passing through
their midst, he went away.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Creed: (God works faith in us by His Word that we hear in Scripture. We confess that faith using
one of three creeds that the church has used throughout the years and across the world.)

Apostles' Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
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suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit

O Christ, Our True and Only Light

Sermon
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“Customs that Lead to Uncustomary Gifts”

Luke 4:16-30

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for
our lives today.)

Votum
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
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Stand

Offertory: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with a sacrifice of praise.)
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Prayer of the Church: (The congregation joins together to pray for ourselves, for the Church,
and for people throughout the world.)

P
C

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Close of the Prayers
P
C

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface: (The Service of the Sacrament begins with praise and thanksgiving for what God has
done and is about to do for us in the Lord’s Supper.)
LSB 194
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P

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have
made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our
mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus: (Latin for “holy.” The division between heaven and earth is gone, and we cry out to God
with the heavenly host, “Holy, Holy, Holy!” to welcome our Savior Jesus (Is.6:3; Mt. 21:9).) LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray.)
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Our Lord: (We hear Jesus’ words that in the Sacrament He gives us His very body
and blood in, with, and under the bread and the wine.)
LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The pastor holds the body and blood of Jesus
before the congregation and speaks the Lord’s peace as the very Gospel.)
LSB 197

Agnus Dei: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” As John the Baptist cried (John 1:29), so we sing to Christ,
our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins.)
LSB 198
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Sit

Distribution
O Lord, We Praise Thee
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I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table

LSB 618

Stand
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
Post-Communion Canticle: (Having received Christ in our mouths and into our lives in the
Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace.)

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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Post-Communion Collect: (We thank God for all He has done in the Sacrament and ask that it
would show forth in our lives.)
P Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benedicamus

Benediction: (Just as the Divine Service began, so it ends. We go forth with our Lord’s blessing
and His name upon us (Numbers 6:22-27).)
LSB 202

Sit

O God of God, O Light of Light

LSB 810
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Silent Prayer After Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for
this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE
Learning the Liturgy, Week 27
What are some different names for the Sacrament of the Altar?
The third and final part of the Divine Service is the Service of the Sacrament. Each name we
have for this meal teaches us something about what it is. “The Lord’s Supper” (1 Corinthians
11:23) or “the Lord’s Table” (1 Corinthians 10:21) both remind us that it belongs to the Lord and
that it is His meal that He is inviting us to eat and to drink. “Holy Communion” (1 Corinthians
10:16) reminds us that in this meal, the Body and Blood of Jesus unite us to Him and also to the
others who commune with us. “Eucharist” (Matthew 26:27), though not as commonly used in our
congregation, is a name for this meal that comes from the Greek word for “thanksgiving.” Jesus
gave thanks to God in the Upper Room, and so we give thanks to God to receive His Body and
Blood in the Supper.

16

January 23rd, 2022
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to joyfully and enthusiastically
Model and share the gospel with the lost.
Grace Lutheran Church
Learning Center Director, Angel Hurst
308 Byrne, Smithville, Tex.78957
401 Wilkes Street, Smithville, TX 78957
Office Phone: 512-237-2108
Office Phone: 512-360-2800
Fax Number: 512 237-2832
Fax Number: 512-237-5990
Email: gracelutheransmithville@gmail.com
Email: gracelutheranlearningcenter@gmail.com
Web Site: www.glcs.org
Serving the Lord During Today’s Worship Service
Elders:
Davey Kadlecek
Organist(s):
June Parker
Jack Page
Esther Wolff
Kim Appel
Altar
Marilyn Burns
Ruth Eaton
Guild:
Mary Lou Oliver
AT GRACE THIS WEEK
Mon Jan. 24
Tue. Jan. 25

Wed. Jan. 26

8:45am-Adult Bible Study
10am- Worship/Communion
Voters Meeting after Service

8am-Braille
5pm-Quilting

10am- GLLC Chapel
5:30pm- Youth Confirmation

Thurs. Jan. 27

Fri. Jan.28

Sun. Jan.23

Sat. Jan. 29

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE/ NOON

Sun. Jan. 30
8:45am-Adult Bible Study
10am- Worship/Communion
11am-Family Sunday School

Attendance
Sunday Worship (01/16) 81
Opportunities to Receive God’s Gifts Individually
When you are not able to make it to the weekly Divine Service on a regular basis, please know that
opportunities to receive the gifts of God at other times are available. I encourage you to be in touch
with me to let me know how I can deliver these gifts of God to you, because no Christian should go
without God’s gifts in Word and Sacrament. When circumstances do not allow you to join the
congregation for a time, I certainly encourage you to make use of the Facebook livestream to hear the
Scriptures and the sermon; I also would welcome the opportunity to set an appointment with you to
study God’s Word with you and bring you the Body and Blood of Jesus on an individual basis. This
offer is made in earnest. You are not imposing on my time by requesting this of me; this is
precisely why God has given time to me. Please let me know how I can best serve you in Christ’s
name! –Pastor Appel
Visit with Pastor
If you need to contact Pastor Appel, you can do so via e-mail (timothyappel@gmail.com) or phone (512237-2108 at church or 512-237-9664 at home). Pastor Appel is normally in the office between 9:00am
and 12:00 noon, Monday through Thursday. He is available in the afternoons as well, but often uses
that time to make nursing home, hospital or home visits. If you are unable to reach Pastor, please
contact your Elder (listed on bulletin board outside of Office).
Adult Bible Study
Adult Bible study at 8:45 AM has resumed! (Please note that Family Sunday School will continue each
week after worship.) We will be studying God’s Word in the Psalms that He invites us to speak back to
Him in prayer. Please join us!
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Family Sunday School
Family Sunday School continues at Grace! Please join us after the 10:00AM service each Sunday to
learn and rejoice in the Word of God together as the family of Jesus here at Grace! This class is
intended for anyone and everyone; whether you are single or married or have lots of kids or have no
kids, you are welcome to join us to learn God's Word together. Tables are spaced appropriately
throughout the parish hall, with one family per table. Pastor introduces a new Bible story each week,
and our learning includes both activities done as individual families and as a large group. We also
include a hymn and a craft each week. We finish about 11:45 am. Please join us to learn God's Word
together as families and as a congregation!
Online Resources
Each week, our congregation live streams the 10:00 AM Sunday morning on our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/gracelutheranchurchsmithville/). If you are unable to be in worship on a particular
week, this is a great way that you can still hear the Word of God. It's also a great way to introduce
someone to our congregation and the good news about Jesus. You can also go back and listen to
sermons from previous weeks. Bulletins and newsletters are also available online at our website,
www.glcs.org.
KFUO Bible Study Resources
Please make use of the fantastic resources for growth in your Christian faith produced by the LCMS
radio station, KFUO, where Pastor Appel hosts the Bible study, Sharper Iron, every weekday morning
at 8 AM. CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Study Luke 4-5 on Sharper Iron's "The
Beloved Physician’s Orderly Account" (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), hear stories from National
Lutheran Schools Week on The Coffee Hour (weekdays at 9:00 a.m. CT), and study Matthew 12-13 on
Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT). Listen live or on demand at kfuo.org and the KFUO
Radio app!

Flower Chart 2022
A new flower chart for 2022 has been posted in the narthex. If you'd like to give
flowers to beautify our sanctuary for any Sundays during the year, please sign up
on the flower chart, along with the occasion for which you are giving thanks to God.
Voters Meeting
We will have our next voters meeting TODAY after service!

January 30, 2022
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10 (17-19)
Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13
Gospel Reading: Luke 4:31-44
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New Student Registration
Any new student who registers for FLHS by March 11, 2021 will have registration fees waived
for the 2022-2023 school year. Register early to take advantage of this savings! You can receive
registration materials by calling (979) 242-2889 or visiting our website at www.flhstx.org.
Shadow Days
Shadow days are a great opportunity for prospective students to follow us for a day and
experience what FLHS is all about. Parents, call us today at (979) 242-2889 to set up a shadow
day for your child.
Athletics
The boys basketball team’s next game on Tuesday, February 1 at 4:00 PM at Fayetteville.
Archery athletes will compete this week at FLHS for the state qualifier.
Would you like to be a Substitute Teacher?
We are looking for people to add to our substitute list. We are willing to consider anyone that
enjoys working with students and also has the patience to do so. If you are interested please
contact Mrs. Kueck at (979)242-2889 or kueckn@flhstx.org.
Share the Gift of Love
Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in combining knowledge and God’s love in a
student’s high school experience. We are partnering with families at the intersection of education
and faith development. If you would like to support our ministry through a one-time or enduring
gift, Thrivent Action Grant or volunteer your time and talents, please contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck.
Thank you!
Everyone at FLHS is blessed by each gift that we receive from our supporters. It's not about the
size of the gift, but the cheerful attitude that gives thanks to God (2 Corinthians 9:7). Whether
your gift seems big or small, it is greatly appreciated and makes a bigger impact than you know!
Thank you!
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