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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!  We give thanks that our gracious Lord 
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service.  Today again 
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and 
salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: 
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is 
better than a thousand elsewhere.” 

 

Requests, please give written requests to be included during our “Prayers of the Church” 
to an usher or an elder before worship service. 
 

Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units. 
 

Attendance Registration cards are located in the Hymnal racks of each pew.  We ask all 
members and our guests to complete one and pass it to the center aisles.  An usher will collect 
them after the offering is taken to the altar. The cards are important as they enable our secretary 
to track members’ attendance as well as guests interested in joining our church.  Thank you for 
your help. 
 

A Prayer Before Worship 
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we 
may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness. Hear us for His sake.  Amen 
 

PRELUDE  
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL 
WELCOME 
 
 
Stand 

 

Opening Versicles 
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P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for self-examination. 
 

P I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my 
own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have 
mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission 
of all your sins. Amen. 

 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 
your sins. 

C Amen. 
 

Psalm  Psalm 88 

1O LORD, God of my salvation; 
I cry out day and night before you. 

2Let my prayer come before you; 
incline your ear to my cry! 

3For my soul is full of troubles, 
and my life draws near to Sheol. 

4I am counted among those who go down to the pit; 
I am a man who has no strength, 

5like one set loose among the dead, 
like the slain that lie in the grave, 

like those whom you remember no more, 
for they are cut off from your hand. 

6You have put me in the depths of the pit, 
in the regions dark and deep. 

7Your wrath lies heavy upon me, 
and you overwhelm me with all your waves.  

8You have caused my companions to shun me; 
you have made me a horror to them. 
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I am shut in so that I cannot escape; 
9my eye grows dim through sorrow. 

Every day I call upon you, O LORD; 
I spread out my hands to you. 

10Do you work wonders for the dead? 
Do the departed rise up to praise you?  

11Is your steadfast love declared in the grave, 
or your faithfulness in Abaddon? 

12Are your wonders known in the darkness, 
or your righteousness in the land of forgetfulness? 

13But I, O LORD, cry to you; 
in the morning my prayer comes before you. 

14O LORD, why do you cast my soul away? 
Why do you hide your face from me? 

15Afflicted and close to death from my youth up, 
I suffer your terrors; I am helpless. 

16Your wrath has swept over me; 
your dreadful assaults destroy me. 

17They surround me like a flood all day long; 
they close in on me together. 

18You have caused my beloved and my friend to shun me; 
my companions have become darkness.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
 

Christ, the Life of All the Living  LSB 420 
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5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 
    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 
    Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 
    And hast borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, 
    Fully to atone for me; 
Thou didst choose to be tormented 
That my doom should be prevented. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 
    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
    I will thank Thee evermore, 
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
    For that last triumphant cry, 
    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

 

 
 

Passion Reading  Luke 23:1–25 

P A reading from Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 
 

1Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 2And they 
began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding 
us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” 3And Pilate 
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said so.” 
4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” 5But they 



5 

 

were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee 
even to this place.” 

6When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7And when he 
learned that he belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was 
himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had 
long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see 
some sign done by him. 9So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. 
10The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11And Herod with 
his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid 
clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. 12And Herod and Pilate became friends with each 
other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other. 

13Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14and said 
to them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after 
examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges 
against him. 15Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving 
death has been done by him. 16I will therefore punish and release him.” 

18But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”— 
19a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for 
murder. 20Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus, 21but they kept 
shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he 
done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release 
him.” 23But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And 
their voices prevailed. 24So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. 25He 
released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom 
they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory  LSB 255 
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O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken  LSB 439 sts. 10-12 
 

10 Yet unrequited, Lord, I would not leave Thee; 
I will renounce whate’er doth vex or grieve Thee 
And quench with thoughts of Thee and prayers most lowly 
All fires unholy. 

 

11 But since my strength will nevermore suffice me 
To crucify desires that still entice me, 
To all good deeds O let Thy Spirit win me 
And reign within me! 

 

12 I’ll think upon Thy mercy without ceasing, 
That earth’s vain joys to me no more be pleasing; 
To do Thy will shall be my sole endeavor 
Henceforth forever. 

 

Catechism Reading:  The Second Article  

C And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P What does this mean? 
C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a 
lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and 
from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious 
blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live 
under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, 
and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
This is most certainly true. 
 

Sermon “The Innocent Man is Declared Guilty for You” Luke 23:1-25 
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
C    Amen. 
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Stand 
 

Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

P Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your 
holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us 
always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

C Amen. 
 

P Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is 
no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, 
especially those who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them diligence in 
their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and competence in 
emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of other with confidence and compassion; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

C Amen. 
 

P Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us 
and with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our 
life, at the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your 
holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the 
night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair, the 
night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 
Lord's Prayer   LSB 233 
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P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 258 
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Benediction  LSB 259 

 
 

Sit 
 

Lord, Support Us All Day Long  LSB 884 
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Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for 
this undeserved grace and  

 

DISMISSAL 
 
 
 


