May 8th, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Easter

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI ~ SYNOD
308 Byrne Street
Smithville, TX 78957
512-237-2108
Divine Service 10 AM

Pastor Timothy Appel

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious
Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service. Today
again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life,
forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with
David in Psalm 84: “How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A
day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”
In our readings today: Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came from the Father and became flesh among us
in order to rescue us, His sheep. He laid down His life for us and took it up again in order to give us eternal
life. By the preaching of His Gospel, He calls His sheep to Himself and keeps them with Him forever. As
they hear His voice and follow Him, “they will never perish” (John 10:28), for “no one is able to snatch them
out of the Father’s hand” (John 10:29). In the same way, faithful pastors (literally, “shepherds”) “care for the
church of God, which he obtained with his own blood” (Acts 20:28), “testifying both to Jews and to Greeks
of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). Therefore, with all the
company of heaven, the Good Shepherd gathers His flock in worship, as they cry: “Salvation belongs to
our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Rev. 7:10).
Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units.
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body
and blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our
union with Him and with one another (Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Christians receive
this Sacrament trusting Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught
in Holy Scripture together in unity (Matthew 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:17-26). For this
reason, and because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their
great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-34), we ask that those who have not yet been instructed and those
who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion.
A Prayer Before Worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in truth, we
humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of our
sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
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Have No Fear, Little Flock

LSB 735

Stand

Invocation: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name.)
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Confession: (We cannot come into the presence of our holy God on our own. We recognize our
sinfulness and plead for mercy on account of Christ.)
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor.)
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit: (Forgiven by God, He invites us into his presence as we speak words from the Psalms.)
Ps. 78:70–72; 79:13; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b

I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep.
He chose David his servant and took him from the sheepfolds;
from following the nursing ewes he brought him to shepherd Jacob his people, Israel
his inheritance.
With upright heart he shepherded them
and guided them with his skillful hand.
But we your people, the sheep of your pasture, will give thanks to you forever;
from generation to generation we will recount your praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep.
Kyrie: (Shortened form of the Greek “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy.” In the presence of
Jesus, we plead for His mercy and help in our time of need.)
LSB 152
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Hymn of Praise: (Trusting God’s promise of mercy, we join the church in heaven and on earth in a
song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter.)

This Is the Feast

LSB 155

Salutation: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence.)
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Collect: (Many of these prayers have been used in the church for over 1,500 years. They “collect”
the Gospel theme for the day.)
P Let us pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of
Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we
may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Sit

Scripture Readings: (Jesus speaks to us in His Word as our crucified and risen Savior.)

First Reading

Acts 20:17–35

Today’s First Reading is from Acts, the twentieth chapter.
17Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to
him.
18And when they came to him, he said to them:
“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set
foot in Asia, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to
me through the plots of the Jews; 20how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that
was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 21testifying both to Jews
and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now,
behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to
me there, 23except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and
afflictions await me. 24But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if
only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to
the gospel of the grace of God. 25And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I
have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 26Therefore I testify to you
this day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, 27for I did not shrink from declaring to
you the whole counsel of God. 28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he
obtained with his own blood. 29I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own selves will arise men speaking
twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that
for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And now I
commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give
you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or
apparel. 34You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those
who were with me. 35In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P
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Psalmody
P The LORD is my shepherd;
C I shall not want.

Psalm 23

P He makes me lie down in green pastures.
C He leads me beside still waters.
P He restores my soul.
C He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
P Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,
C for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
P You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
C you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
P Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
C and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle

Revelation 7:9–17

P Today’s Second Reading is from Revelation, the seventh chapter.
9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the
angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God
forever and ever! Amen.”
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes,
and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These
are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Common Alleluia and Verse

LSB 156

Holy Gospel
P

John 10:22–30

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.

22At

that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus
was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him
and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”
25Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my
Father’s name bear witness about me, 26but you do not believe because you are not part of
my flock. 27My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out
of the Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Creed: (God works faith in us by His Word that we hear in Scripture. We confess that faith using one
of three creeds that the church has used throughout the years and across the world.)

Apostles' Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
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the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit

Hymn of the Day: (This hymn especially relates to the Gospel theme for the day. Each hymn
provides a way for us to hear God’s Word set to music.)

The King of Love My Shepherd Is

5

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

Sermon

“Small Words, Big Comfort”

LSB 709
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And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!
Psalm 23

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our
lives today.)

Votum
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.
C Amen.
Stand
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Offertory (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with a sacrifice of praise.)

Create in Me

LSB 956

Prayer of the Church: (The congregation joins together to pray for ourselves, for the Church, and for
people throughout the world.)
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

Close of the Prayers
P
C

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface: (The Service of the Sacrament begins with praise and thanksgiving for what God has done
and is about to do for us in the Lord’s Supper.)
LSB 160
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P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound
to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying
He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.
Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus: (Latin for “holy.” The division between heaven and earth is gone, and we cry out to God
with the heavenly host, “Holy, Holy, Holy!” to welcome our Savior Jesus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9).)
LSB 161
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Lord’s Prayer: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and
answer us.)
LSB 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Our Lord: (We hear Jesus’ words that in the Sacrament He gives us His very body and
blood in, with, and under the bread and the wine.)
LSB 162
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The pastor holds the body and blood of Jesus before
the congregation and speaks the Lord’s peace as the very Gospel.)
LSB 163

Agnus Dei: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” As John the Baptist cried (John 1:29), so we sing to Christ, our
Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins.)
LSB 163
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Sit

Distribution
The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want

LSB 710

He's Risen, He's Risen

LSB 480
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In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
Stand

Post-Communion Canticle: (Having received Christ in our mouths and into our lives in the
Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace.)

Thank the Lord

LSB 164
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Post-Communion Collect: (We thank God for all He has done in the Sacrament and ask that it
would show forth in our lives.)
P Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in
the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout
our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your
saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction: (Just as the Divine Service began, so it ends. We go forth with our Lord’s blessing and
His name upon us (Numbers 6:22-27).)
LSB 166

Sit

I Am Jesus' Little Lamb

LSB 740
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Silent Prayer After Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this
undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Altar flowers today were given to the Glory of God by Marilyn
Randle in celebration of family birthdays in the month of May!
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May 8th, 2022
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to joyfully and enthusiastically
Model and share the gospel with the lost.
Grace Lutheran Church
Learning Center Director, Angel Hurst
308 Byrne, Smithville, Tex.78957
401 Wilkes Street, Smithville, TX 78957
Office Phone: 512-237-2108
Office Phone: 512-360-2800
Fax Number: 512 237-2832
Fax Number: 512-237-5990
Email: gracelutheransmithville@gmail.com
Email: gracelutheranlearningcenter@gmail.com
Web Site: www.glcs.org
Serving the Lord During Today’s Worship Service
Elders:
Colby Zimmerhanzel
Organist(s):
June Parker
Kerry Becker
Esther Wolff
Kim Appel
Altar
Rose Pietsch
Ruth Eaton
Guild:
Frances Mynar
Sun. May 8
8:45am-Adult Bible Study
10am- Worship/Communion
11am-Family Sunday School

Thurs. May 12

AT GRACE THIS WEEK
Mon May 9
Tue. May 10
5pm-Quilting
7pm-LLL
Fri. May 13

Sat. May 14

Wed. May 11
10am- GLLC Chapel
7pm- FLHS Spring Thing in
Warda
Sun. May 15
8:45am-Adult Bible Study
10am- Worship/Communion
11am-Family Sunday School

Attendance
Sunday Worship (05/01) 106
Opportunities to Receive God’s Gifts Individually
When you are not able to make it to the weekly Divine Service on a regular basis, please know that
opportunities to receive the gifts of God at other times are available. I encourage you to be in touch
with me to let me know how I can deliver these gifts of God to you, because no Christian should go
without God’s gifts in Word and Sacrament. When circumstances do not allow you to join the
congregation for a time, I certainly encourage you to make use of the Facebook livestream to hear
the Scriptures and the sermon; I also would welcome the opportunity to set an appointment with you
to study God’s Word with you and bring you the Body and Blood of Jesus on an individual basis. This
offer is made in earnest. You are not imposing on my time by requesting this of me; this is
precisely why God has given time to me. Please let me know how I can best serve you in Christ’s
name! –Pastor Appel
Visit with Pastor
If you need to contact Pastor Appel, you can do so via e-mail (timothyappel@gmail.com) or phone
(512-237-2108 at church or 512-237-9664 at home). Pastor Appel is normally in the office between
9:00am and 12:00 noon, Monday through Thursday. He is available in the afternoons as well, but
often uses that time to make nursing home, hospital or home visits. If you are unable to reach Pastor,
please contact your Elder (listed on bulletin board outside of Office).
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Adult Bible Study
Adult Bible study at 8:45 AM has resumed! (Please note that Family Sunday School will continue
each week after worship.) We will be studying God’s Word in the Psalms that He invites us to speak
back to Him in prayer. Please join us!
Family Sunday School
Family Sunday School continues at Grace! Please join us after the 10:00AM service each Sunday to
learn and rejoice in the Word of God together as the family of Jesus here at Grace! This class is
intended for anyone and everyone; whether you are single or married or have lots of kids or have no
kids, you are welcome to join us to learn God's Word together. Tables are spaced appropriately
throughout the parish hall, with one family per table. Pastor introduces a new Bible story each week,
and our learning includes both activities done as individual families and as a large group. We also
include a hymn and a craft each week. We finish about 11:45 am. Please join us to learn God's
Word together as families and as a congregation!
Online Resources
Each week, our congregation live streams the 10:00 AM Sunday morning on our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/gracelutheranchurchsmithville/). If you are unable to be in worship on a particular
week, this is a great way that you can still hear the Word of God. It's also a great way to introduce
someone to our congregation and the good news about Jesus. You can also go back and listen to
sermons from previous weeks. Bulletins and newsletters are also available online at our website,
www.glcs.org.
KFUO Bible Study Resources
Please make use of the fantastic resources for growth in your Christian faith produced by the LCMS
radio station, KFUO, where Pastor Appel hosts the Bible study, Sharper Iron, every weekday morning
at 8 AM. CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Begin studying 1-3 John on Thy Strong Word
(weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), continue studying Acts 3-5 on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m.
CT), and study Augsburg Confession Article XVII on Christ's Return for Judgment on Concord
Matters (5/7 at 10:00 a.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or on the KFUO
Radio app!
Vacation Bible School is coming back this summer to Grace Lutheran Church, June
19-23, 2022, 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! Please let me know
where you would like to “Serve the Lord with Gladness”. Reach out to me at
rmpietsch@yahoo.com or call or text me at (512) 304-5866. Your help is greatly
appreciated!
INTERESTED? WILLING? To be a “Prayer Partner” at Grace?
The evangelism committee would like to set up a prayer team at Grace to regularly support, lift up
concerns, needs, desires of our pastor, families, and community. If you are interested and willing to be a
“Prayer Partner” please contact John Stelling at 512-581-1858 or at stellingjk@yahoo.com. You can also
contact Pastor Appel at the church office. With you we will determine time, place and other details for this
important ministry. THANK YOU!
May 15th, 2022
Fifth Sunday of Easter
First Reading: Acts 11:1-18
Epistle Reading: Revelation 21:1-7
Gospel Reading: John 16:12-22
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Youth Camps
Summer camps are back! We are excited to offer a variety of camps for youth this summer. Ages are
for grades NEXT school year.
June 1 - Frog Dissection - Grade 6 to 8 - $15
June 6-8 - Volleyball - Grade 3 to 8 - $15
June 13-15 - Basketball - Grades K to 8 - $15
June 20-22 - STEM Camp - Grades K to 6 - $ 30
June 27-29 - Art Camp - Grades K to 6 - $30
Aug 1-2 - Archery - Grade 4 to 8 - $15
Please visit our website or Facebook page for more information! Don’t wait --- Sign up today!! Space
is limited!
The Spring Thing!
FLHS is proud to present The Spring Thing! This will be a showcase of our students’ work in the fine
art department. Please join us at Holy Cross’s Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, May 11th, at 7pm.
New Student Registration
Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is underway. We would love to welcome you into our
Falcon family as well. Call us at (979) 242-2889 to schedule a shadow day or visit our website at
www.flhstx.org for registration information.
Thrivent Action Team Grants
If you are a Thrivent member willing to submit an application for a $250 grant to be used on projects
at Faith, please contact Nikki Kueck by calling (979) 242-2889. Help us to be able to take advantage
of these funds for the good of our school. *We are currently looking to utilize Action Grants to offset
expenses associated with our summer camps!
Amazon Smile
Did you know Faith Lutheran High School is on Amazon Smile? After you select FLHS as the charity
of your choice, everytime you purchase something from Amazon Smile, FLHS will receive a donation.
In the past two years, FLHS has received over $400 from this program. Thank you!
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