July 31st, 2022
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI ~ SYNOD
308 Byrne Street
Smithville, TX 78957
512-237-2108
Divine Service 10 AM

Pastor Timothy Appel

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious
Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service.
Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life,
forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with
David in Psalm 84: “How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A
day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”
In our readings today: To live for earthly things “is vanity and a striving after wind,” and work that is driven
by such vanity “is an unhappy business” (Eccl. 1:13–14). The man who lives like that has nothing to show
for “all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun … all his days are full of sorrow”
(Eccl. 2:22–23). So, too, your “covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5), makes a god out of that which
cannot give you life or happiness. For “one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions”
(Luke 12:15). But “Christ who is your life” (Col. 3:4), in giving you Himself, gives you all the wealth of
heaven. Instead of striving to lay up treasures for yourself, be “rich toward God” in Him (Luke 12:21).
Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units.
Guest Pastor, Today our congregation extends a warm welcome to the Rev. Dr. Joel Heck from
Concordia University-Texas. We give thanks for the Word of God that he proclaims among us!
A Prayer Before Worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in truth, we
humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of our
sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
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Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters
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Stand

Invocation: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name.)
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Confession: (We cannot come into the presence of our holy God on our own. We recognize our
sinfulness and plead for mercy on account of Christ.)
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Absolution: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor.)
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
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Service of the Word
Introit: (Forgiven by God, He invites us into his presence as we speak words from the Psalms.)
Ps. 49:7–8, 13–14a, 15; antiphon: Ps. 49:1–2

Hear this, all peoples!
Give ear, all inhabitants of the world,
both low and high,
rich and poor together!
Truly no man can ransom another,
or give to God the price of his life,
for the ransom of their life is costly
and can never suffice.
This is the path of those who have foolish confidence;
yet after them people approve of their boasts.
Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol;
death shall be their shepherd.
But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol,
for he will receive me.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Hear this, all peoples!
Give ear, all inhabitants of the world,
both low and high,
rich and poor together!
Kyrie: (Shortened form of the Greek “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy.” In the presence of
Jesus, we plead for His mercy and help in our time of need.)
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P

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

P

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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P

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.

P

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Hymn of Praise: (Trusting God’s promise of mercy, we join the church in heaven and on earth in a
song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter.)

This Is the Feast
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Salutation: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence.)
P

The Lord be with you.

Collect: (Many of these prayers have been used in the church for over 1,500 years. They “collect”
the Gospel theme for the day.)
P Let us pray.
O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in heaven,
that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of Your
grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Scripture Readings: (Jesus speaks to us in His Word as our crucified and risen Savior.)

Old Testament Reading

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26

Today’s Old Testament Reading is from Ecclesiastes, the first and second chapters.
2Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity…
12I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I applied my heart to seek
and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that
God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 14I have seen everything that is done
under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind…
18I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who
will come after me, 19and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master
of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned
about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because
sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave
everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great
evil. 22What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the
sun? 23For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his
heart does not rest. This also is vanity.
24There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment
in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 25for apart from him who can eat or who
can have enjoyment? 26For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and
knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting,
only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P

5

Gradual: (The Gradual is a portion of a psalm or other Scripture passage that responds to the Old
Testament reading and transitions us toward the words of Jesus in the Gospel.)
Rom. 10:15b, 18b; Is. 52:7b, alt.

How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news,
who publish peace and bring good news of salvation.
Their voice has gone out to all the earth,
and their words to the ends of the world.

Epistle

Colossians 3:1–11

P Today’s Epistle Reading is from Colossians, the third chapter.
1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that
are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who
is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
5Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming.
7In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8But now you must put them all
away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10and have put on the new
self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11Here there is not
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is
all, and in all.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Common Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel
P

Luke 12:13–21

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.

13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance
with me.”
14But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to
them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16And he told them a parable, saying, “The land
of a rich man produced plentifully, 17and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have
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nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul,
you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to
him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?’ 21So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Creed: (God works faith in us by His Word that we hear in Scripture. We confess that faith using
one of three creeds that the church has used throughout the years and across the world.)

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit

Praise the Almighty
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Sermon

Praise, all you people, the name so holy
Of Him who does such wondrous things!
All that has being, to praise Him solely,
With happy heart its amen sings.
Children of God, with angel host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Alleluia, alleluia!

“Therefore”

Colossians 3:1-11

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our
lives today.)

Votum
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.
C Amen.
Stand
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Offertory (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with a sacrifice of praise.)

Create in Me
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Prayer of the Church: (The congregation joins together to pray for ourselves, for the Church, and for
people throughout the world.)
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

Close of the Prayers
P
C

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and
answer us.)
LSB 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Benediction: (Just as the Divine Service began, so it ends. We go forth with our Lord’s blessing
and His name upon us (Numbers 6:22-27).)
LSB 166
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Sit

Christ Be My Leader
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Silent Prayer After Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this
undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Altar flowers today were given to the Glory of God by Marilyn
DISMISSAL
Randle in celebration of family birthdays.
POSTLUDE
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July 31st, 2022
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to joyfully and enthusiastically
Model and share the gospel with the lost.
Grace Lutheran Church
Learning Center Director, Angel Hurst
308 Byrne, Smithville, Tex.78957
401 Wilkes Street, Smithville, TX 78957
Office Phone: 512-237-2108
Office Phone: 512-360-2800
Fax Number:
512 237-2832
Fax Number: 512-237-5990
Email: gracelutheransmithville@gmail.com
Email: gracelutheranlearningcenter@gmail.com
Web Site: www.glcs.org
Serving the Lord During Today’s Worship Service
Elders:
Bert Bunte
Organist(s):
June Parker
Charlie Johannessen
Esther Wolff
Kim Appel
Altar
Wendy Rohde
Ruth Eaton
Guild:
Nelda Rohde
Sun. July 31
8:45am-Adult Bible Study
10am- Worship/Communion

Thurs. Aug. 4

AT GRACE THIS WEEK
Mon Aug. 1
Tue. Aug. 2

Fri. Aug. 5

Sat. Aug. 6

6pm-LWML

Wed. Aug. 3

Sun. Aug. 7
8:45am-Adult Bible Study
10am- Worship/Communion
11am-Family Sunday School

Attendance
Sunday Worship (7/24)
Opportunities to Receive God’s Gifts Individually
When you are not able to make it to the weekly Divine Service on a regular basis, please know that
opportunities to receive the gifts of God at other times are available. I encourage you to be in touch with
me to let me know how I can deliver these gifts of God to you, because no Christian should go without
God’s gifts in Word and Sacrament. When circumstances do not allow you to join the congregation for a
time, I certainly encourage you to make use of the Facebook livestream to hear the Scriptures and the
sermon; I also would welcome the opportunity to set an appointment with you to study God’s Word with
you and bring you the Body and Blood of Jesus on an individual basis. This offer is made in earnest. You
are not imposing on my time by requesting this of me; this is precisely why God has given time to
me. Please let me know how I can best serve you in Christ’s name! –Pastor Appel
Visit with Pastor
If you need to contact Pastor Appel, you can do so via e-mail (timothyappel@gmail.com) or phone
(512-237-2108 at church or 512-237-9664 at home). Pastor Appel is normally in the office between 9:00am
and 12:00 noon, Monday through Thursday. He is available in the afternoons as well, but often uses that
time to make nursing home, hospital or home visits. If you are unable to reach Pastor, please contact your
Elder (listed on bulletin board outside of Office).
Adult Bible Study
Adult Bible study at 8:45 AM has resumed! (Please note that Family Sunday School will continue each
week after worship.) We will be studying God’s Word in the Psalms that He invites us to speak back to Him
in prayer. Please join us!
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Family Sunday School
Family Sunday School continues at Grace! Please join us after the 10:00AM service each Sunday to
learn and rejoice in the Word of God together as the family of Jesus here at Grace! This class is
intended for anyone and everyone; whether you are single or married or have lots of kids or have no
kids, you are welcome to join us to learn God's Word together. Tables are spaced appropriately
throughout the parish hall, with one family per table. Pastor introduces a new Bible story each week,
and our learning includes both activities done as individual families and as a large group. We also
include a hymn and a craft each week. We finish about 11:45 am. Please join us to learn God's
Word together as families and as a congregation!
Online Resources
Each week, our congregation live streams the 10:00 AM Sunday morning on our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/gracelutheranchurchsmithville/). If you are unable to be in worship on a particular
week, this is a great way that you can still hear the Word of God. It's also a great way to introduce
someone to our congregation and the good news about Jesus. You can also go back and listen to
sermons from previous weeks. Bulletins and newsletters are also available online at our website,
www.glcs.org.
KFUO Bible Study Resources
Please make use of the fantastic resources for growth in your Christian faith produced by the LCMS
radio station, KFUO, where Pastor Appel hosts the Bible study, Sharper Iron, every weekday morning
at 8 AM. CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Begin studying Deuteronomy on Sharper Iron
(weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), near the end of Genesis on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m.
CT), and worship with us in Daily Chapel at 10:00 a.m. CT. Find your favorite programs on demand
at kfuo.org or the KFUO Radio app!
Gifts for Organ Repair
On June 12, the voters approved organ repairs that will cost approximately $11,800. Fischer Pipe
Organ Tuning and Service will be putting us on their schedule so that these repairs can be made this
fall. If you'd like to make a special gift to help with the cost of these repairs, you can make use of the
"Organ Fund" envelopes in your offering envelope box. Thanks for your generosity in providing for
music that glorifies God in our worship services at Grace!
August 7th, 2022
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament Reading: Genesis 15:1-6
Epistle Reading: Hebrews 11:1-16
Gospel Reading: Luke 12:22-34 (35-40)
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New Student Registration
Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is underway. We already have new students enrolled and
would love to welcome you into our Falcon family as well. Call us at (979) 242-2889 to schedule a
shadow day or visit our website at www.flhstx.org for registration information.
Amazon Wish List
FLHS has created a wish list on Amazon, for needed materials for the upcoming school year. The
easiest way to find it is by clicking on the link on the FLHS Facebook page or website. Help us clear
our list! Thank you for your generous support as we provide the necessary materials and supplies for
our students and staff!
Amazon Smile
Did you know Faith Lutheran High School is on Amazon Smile? After you select FLHS as the
charity of your choice, everytime you purchase something from Amazon Smile, FLHS will receive a
donation. Thanks to you, our 1st quarter donation from Amazon was almost $100!! Thank you!!
Commuting from Bastrop?
FLHS has some students in the Bastrop and surrounding community who would benefit from
carpooling to Faith during the school year. Are you already coming this direction? Please call
Nikki Kueck at (979) 242-2889.
Thrivent Action Team Grants
If you are a Thrivent member willing to submit an application for a $250 grant to be used on projects
at Faith, please contact Nikki Kueck by calling (979) 242-2889. Help us to be able to take advantage
of these funds for the good of our school. *We are currently looking to utilize Action Grants for our
back to school activities!
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