August 7th, 2022
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI ~ SYNOD
308 Byrne Street
Smithville, TX 78957
512-237-2108
Divine Service 10 AM

Pastor Timothy Appel

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious
Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service. Today
again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life,
forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with
David in Psalm 84: “How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A
day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”
In our readings today: The Lord Himself was Abraham’s shield and great reward. For “the word of the
LORD came to him” and sustained the patriarch’s faith in the face of death (Gen. 15:4). By divine grace,
Abraham “believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness” (Gen. 15:6), on account of the
holy Seed, Christ Jesus. To that one old man, the Lord granted “descendants as many as the stars of
heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore” (Heb. 11:12). The Lord is
likewise faithful to you. It is His glad desire “to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32). Therefore, “do not be
anxious about your life,” but instead “seek his kingdom” (Luke 12:22, 31). Set your heart on that treasure.
“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning … for the Son of Man is coming” (Luke 12:35, 40)
Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units.
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body
and blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our
union with Him and with one another (Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Christians receive
this Sacrament trusting Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught
in Holy Scripture together in unity (Matthew 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:17-26). For this
reason, and because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their
great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-34), we ask that those who have not yet been instructed and those
who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion.
A Prayer Before Worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in truth, we
humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of our
sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
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Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me

5

LSB 756

Now in Christ, death cannot slay me,
Though it might,
Day and night,
Trouble and dismay me.
Christ has made my death a portal
From the strife
Of this life
To His joy immortal!

Stand

Invocation: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name.)
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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Confession: (We cannot come into the presence of our holy God on our own. We recognize our
sinfulness and plead for mercy on account of Christ.)
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Absolution: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor.)
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit: (Forgiven by God, He invites us into his presence as we speak words from the Psalms.)
Ps. 147:8–11; antiphon: Ps. 147:7

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;
make melody to our God on the lyre!
He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain for the earth;
he makes grass grow on the hills.
He gives to the beasts their food,
and to the young ravens that cry.
His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
nor his pleasure in the legs of a man,
but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;
make melody to our God on the lyre!
Kyrie: (Shortened form of the Greek “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy.” In the presence of
Jesus, we plead for His mercy and help in our time of need.)
LSB 152
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Hymn of Praise: (Trusting God’s promise of mercy, we join the church in heaven and on earth in a
song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter.)

This Is the Feast

LSB 155

Salutation: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence.)
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Collect: (Many of these prayers have been used in the church for over 1,500 years. They “collect”
the Gospel theme for the day.)
P Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who offer
acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that
leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Scripture Readings: (Jesus speaks to us in His Word as our crucified and risen Savior.)

Old Testament Reading

Genesis 15:1–6

Today’s Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, the fifteenth chapter.
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And
Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be
my heir.” 4And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir;
your very own son shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So
shall your offspring be.” 6And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P

Gradual: (The Gradual is a portion of a psalm or other Scripture passage that responds to the Old
Testament reading and transitions us toward the words of Jesus in the Gospel.)
Ps. 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Epistle

Hebrews 11:1–16

P Today’s Epistle Reading is from Hebrews, the eleventh chapter.
1Now

faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2For by it
the people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.
4By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was
commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith,
though he died, he still speaks. 5By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see
death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was
commended as having pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please him, for
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who
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seek him. 7By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent
fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and
became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive
as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he went to live
in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him
of the same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose
designer and builder is God. 11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when
she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from
one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven
and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.
13These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the
earth. 14For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they
had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had
opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Common Alleluia and Verse

LSB 156

Holy Gospel
P

Luke 12:22–34

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.

22And [Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life,
what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23For life is more than food, and
the body more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have
neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than
the birds! 25And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26If
then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest?
27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive
in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O
you of little faith! 29And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be
worried. 30For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that
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you need them. 31Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.
32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell
your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not
grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no
moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Creed: (God works faith in us by His Word that we hear in Scripture. We confess that faith using one
of three creeds that the church has used throughout the years and across the world.)

Nicene Creed
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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Hymn of the Day: (This hymn especially relates to the Gospel theme for the day. Each hymn
provides a way for us to hear God’s Word set to music.)

O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe

Sermon

LSB 666

“Every Day Sermons”

Luke 12:22-34

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our
lives today.)

Votum
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.
C Amen.
Stand

9

Offertory (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with a sacrifice of praise.)

Create in Me

LSB 956

Prayer of the Church: (The congregation joins together to pray for ourselves, for the Church, and for
people throughout the world.)
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

Close of the Prayers
P
C

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface: (The Service of the Sacrament begins with praise and thanksgiving for what God has done
and is about to do for us in the Lord’s Supper.)
LSB 160
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P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus: (Latin for “holy.” The division between heaven and earth is gone, and we cry out to God
with the heavenly host, “Holy, Holy, Holy!” to welcome our Savior Jesus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9).)
LSB 161

Lord’s Prayer: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and
answer us.)
LSB 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Our Lord: (We hear Jesus’ words that in the Sacrament He gives us His very body and
blood in, with, and under the bread and the wine.)
LSB 162
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The pastor holds the body and blood of Jesus before
the congregation and speaks the Lord’s peace as the very Gospel.)
LSB 163

Agnus Dei: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” As John the Baptist cried (John 1:29), so we sing to Christ, our
Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins.)
LSB 163

Sit
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How Firm a Foundation

5

LSB 728

“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”

Amazing Grace

LSB 744
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Stand
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
Post-Communion Canticle: (Having received Christ in our mouths and into our lives in the
Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace.)

Thank the Lord

LSB 164
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Post-Communion Collect: (We thank God for all He has done in the Sacrament and ask that it
would show forth in our lives.)
P Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in
the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout
our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your
saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction: (Just as the Divine Service began, so it ends. We go forth with our Lord’s blessing and
His name upon us (Numbers 6:22-27).)
LSB 166

Sit

Have No Fear, Little Flock

LSB 735
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Silent Prayer After Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this
undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE
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August 7th 2022
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to joyfully and enthusiastically
Model and share the gospel with the lost.
Grace Lutheran Church
Learning Center Director, Angel Hurst
308 Byrne, Smithville, Tex.78957
401 Wilkes Street, Smithville, TX 78957
Office Phone: 512-237-2108
Office Phone: 512-360-2800
Fax Number: 512 237-2832
Fax Number: 512-237-5990
Email: gracelutheransmithville@gmail.com
Email: gracelutheranlearningcenter@gmail.com
Web Site: www.glcs.org
Serving the Lord During Today’s Worship Service
Elders:
Bert Bunte
Organist(s):
June Parker
Charlie Johannessen
Esther Wolff
Kim Appel
Altar
Wendy Rohde
Ruth Eaton
Guild:
Nelda Rohde
Sun. Aug. 7
8:45am-Adult Bible Study
10am- Worship/Communion
11am-Family Sunday School
6:30pm-Youth Group

Thurs. Aug. 12

AT GRACE THIS WEEK
Mon Aug. 8
Tue. Aug. 9
4pm-Quilting
7pm-LLL

Fri. Aug. 13

Sat. Aug. 14

Wed. Aug. 11
10am- GLLC Chapel

Sun. Aug. 15
8:45am-Adult Bible Study
10am- Worship/Communion
11am-Family Sunday School

Attendance
Sunday Worship (7/24) 68
Opportunities to Receive God’s Gifts Individually
When you are not able to make it to the weekly Divine Service on a regular basis, please know that
opportunities to receive the gifts of God at other times are available. I encourage you to be in touch with
me to let me know how I can deliver these gifts of God to you, because no Christian should go without
God’s gifts in Word and Sacrament. When circumstances do not allow you to join the congregation for a
time, I certainly encourage you to make use of the Facebook livestream to hear the Scriptures and the
sermon; I also would welcome the opportunity to set an appointment with you to study God’s Word with
you and bring you the Body and Blood of Jesus on an individual basis. This offer is made in earnest. You
are not imposing on my time by requesting this of me; this is precisely why God has given time to
me. Please let me know how I can best serve you in Christ’s name! –Pastor Appel
Visit with Pastor
If you need to contact Pastor Appel, you can do so via e-mail (timothyappel@gmail.com) or phone (512-2372108 at church or 512-237-9664 at home). Pastor Appel is normally in the office between 9:00am and
12:00 noon, Monday through Thursday. He is available in the afternoons as well, but often uses that time
to make nursing home, hospital or home visits. If you are unable to reach Pastor, please contact your Elder
(listed on bulletin board outside of Office).
Adult Bible Study
Adult Bible study at 8:45 AM has resumed! (Please note that Family Sunday School will continue each
week after worship.) We will be studying God’s Word in the Psalms that He invites us to speak back to Him
in prayer. Please join us!
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Family Sunday School
Family Sunday School continues at Grace through August 21st! Please join us after the 10:00AM
service each Sunday to learn and rejoice in the Word of God together as the family of Jesus here at
Grace! This class is intended for anyone and everyone; whether you are single or married or have
lots of kids or have no kids, you are welcome to join us to learn God's Word together. Tables are
spaced appropriately throughout the parish hall, with one family per table. Pastor introduces a new
Bible story each week, and our learning includes both activities done as individual families and as a
large group. We also include a hymn and a craft each week. We finish about 11:45 am. Please join us
to learn God's Word together as families and as a congregation!
Online Resources
Each week, our congregation live streams the 10:00 AM Sunday morning on our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/gracelutheranchurchsmithville/). If you are unable to be in worship on a particular
week, this is a great way that you can still hear the Word of God. It's also a great way to introduce
someone to our congregation and the good news about Jesus. You can also go back and listen to
sermons from previous weeks. Bulletins and newsletters are also available online at our website,
www.glcs.org.
KFUO Bible Study Resources
Please make use of the fantastic resources for growth in your Christian faith produced by the LCMS
radio station, KFUO, where Pastor Appel hosts the Bible study, Sharper Iron, every weekday morning
at 8 AM. CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Study Deuteronomy 3-5 on Sharper Iron's
“The Law of God is Good and Wise” series (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), begin the book of Romans
on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and finish out the study of the Augsburg
Confession on Concord Matters (8/13 at 10:00 a.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on demand
at kfuo.org or the KFUO Radio app!
Gifts for Organ Repair
On June 12, the voters approved organ repairs that will cost approximately $11,800. Fischer Pipe
Organ Tuning and Service will be putting us on their schedule so that these repairs can be made this
fall. If you'd like to make a special gift to help with the cost of these repairs, you can make use of the
"Organ Fund" envelopes in your offering envelope box. Thanks for your generosity in providing for
music that glorifies God in our worship services at Grace!

RALLY!!!!!
The Board of Education will be sponsoring a Rally Day on August 28th right
after church service. We will have hamburgers, hotdogs and all the fun that
goes with fellowship. This is our way of bringing in the new school year along
with the change of Sunday School back to before church. We would like to
ask the congregation to bring chips and or a desert if able and join us in some
fun.
August 14th, 2022
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 23:16-29
Epistle Reading: Hebrews 11:17-31 (32-40); 12:1-3
Gospel Reading: Luke 12:49-53 (54-56)

18

New Student Registration
We are overjoyed to have 15 students registered for the 2022-2023 school year. Prospective
families continue to call and tour the school, and we continue to add more students to our family.
FLHS offers a Christ-centered education, a rigorous college prep curriculum, and small class sizes.
You can receive registration materials by visiting our website, at www.fhlstx.org, or calling (979) 2422889. Tuition scholarships are available.
First Day of School
Please keep our faculty and students in your prayers as classes begin Wednesday, August 17th.
Final preparations are underway in preparation for the big day!
Opening Service
Please join us on Sunday, August 21st at 3 pm as we will officially open our sixth academic school
year. “Build Up” based on 1 Thessalonians 5:11 is the theme for 2022-2023. A worship service will
be held at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Warda. The service will be led by our association Pastors.
Offering will be collected to support the FLHS Scholarship Fund. A potluck dessert and punch
reception will follow.
Thank You!
Thank you for all the prayers and support you have offered on behalf of FLHS. As we prepare to
begin another year, we are thankful for each of you who faithfully pray and support the ministry God
has created at FLHS. Thank you, on behalf of the students who will be instilled with wisdom as they
become faithful leaders tomorrow, for your generous support!
Help us clear our list!
FLHS has created a wish list on Amazon, for needed materials for the upcoming school year. The
easiest way to find it is by clicking on the link on the FLHS Facebook page or website. Thank you for
your generous support as we provide the necessary materials and supplies for our students and staff!
Share the Gift of Love
Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in combining knowledge and God’s love in a student’s
high school experience. We are partnering with families at the intersection of education and faith
development. If you would like to support our ministry through a one-time or enduring gift, Thrivent
Action Grant or volunteer your time and talents, please contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck.
2022 -2023 Faculty and Staff
● Mrs. Chelsea Beck - Part-time History, English, Spanish, Art
● Pastor Dustin Beck - Part-time Religion
● Ms. Kristin Becker - Science, Math, Technology
● Mr. Jonathan Kueck - Religion, English, Health
● Mrs. Nikki Kueck - Administrator, History, Math, Electives
● Mrs. Jane Obersat - Part-time German, Art, Library
● Mr. Dan Schaefer - Part-time History, Music
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