September 18th, 2022
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI ~ SYNOD
308 Byrne Street
Smithville, TX 78957
512-237-2108
Divine Service 10 AM

Pastor Timothy Appel

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious
Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service. Today
again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life,
forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with
David in Psalm 84: “How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A
day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”
In our readings today: Because God, our Savior, “desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4), He urges “that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for all people” (1 Tim. 2:1). Christians should so pray “without anger or quarreling,” but “adorn
themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control” (1 Tim. 2:8, 9). For the Lord does not
forget “the poor of the land” (Amos 8:4). He remembers them according to the foolishness of the cross.
“For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God” (Luke 16:15). Though we try to
justify ourselves “before men,” God knows our sinful hearts and calls us to repentance (Luke 16:15).
Though we are “not strong enough to dig,” and we are “ashamed to beg” (Luke 16:3), He justifies us by His
grace and welcomes us into His “eternal dwellings” (Luke 16:9). More shrewd than even “the sons of this
world” (Luke 16:8), He requires His stewards of the Gospel to bestow forgiveness freely.
Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units.
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body
and blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our
union with Him and with one another (Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Christians receive
this Sacrament trusting Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught
in Holy Scripture together in unity (Matthew 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:17-26). For this
reason, and because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their
great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-34), we ask that those who have not yet been instructed and those
who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion.
A Prayer Before Worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in truth, we
humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of our
sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
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Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying

LSB 597

Stand

Invocation: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name.)
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Confession: (We cannot come into the presence of our holy God on our own. We recognize our
sinfulness and plead for mercy on account of Christ.)
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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Absolution: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor.)
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit: (Forgiven by God, He invites us into his presence as we speak words from the Psalms.)
Ps. 119:137–140, 142; antiphon: Ps. 119:144

Your testimonies are righteous forever;
give me understanding that I may live.
Righteous are you, O LORD,
and right are your just decrees.
You have appointed your testimonies in righteousness
and in all faithfulness.
My zeal consumes me,
because my foes forget your words.
Your promise is well tried,
and your servant loves it.
Your righteousness is righteous forever,
and your law is true.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Your testimonies are righteous forever;
give me understanding that I may live.
Kyrie: (Shortened form of the Greek “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy.” In the presence of
Jesus, we plead for His mercy and help in our time of need.)
LSB 152

3

4

Hymn of Praise: (Trusting God’s promise of mercy, we join the church in heaven and on earth in a
song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter.)

This Is the Feast

LSB 155

Salutation: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence.)
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Collect: (Many of these prayers have been used in the church for over 1,500 years. They “collect”
the Gospel theme for the day.)
P Let us pray.
O Lord, keep Your Church in Your perpetual mercy; and because without You we cannot
but fall, preserve us from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Scripture Readings: (Jesus speaks to us in His Word as our crucified and risen Savior.)

Old Testament Reading
P

Amos 8:4–7

Today’s Old Testament Reading is from Amos, the eighth chapter.

4Hear

this, you who trample on the needy
and bring the poor of the land to an end,
5saying, “When will the new moon be over,
that we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath,
that we may offer wheat for sale,
that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great
and deal deceitfully with false balances,
6that we may buy the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and sell the chaff of the wheat?”
7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
“Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Gradual: (The Gradual is a portion of a psalm or other Scripture passage that responds to the Old
Testament reading and transitions us toward the words of Jesus in the Gospel.)
Ps. 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Epistle

1 Timothy 2:1–15

P Today’s Epistle Reading is from 1 Timothy, the second chapter.
1First

of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful
and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of
God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. 5For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the
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proper time. 7For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am
not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
8I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or
quarreling; 9likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with
modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 10but with
what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works. 11Let a woman learn
quietly with all submissiveness. 12I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority
over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 13For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14and
Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 15Yet she
will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness, with selfcontrol.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Common Alleluia and Verse

LSB 156

Holy Gospel
P

Luke 16:1–15

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.

1[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges
were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions.
2And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of
your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3And the manager said to himself,
‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? I am not strong
enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do, so that when I am
removed from management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 5So, summoning his
master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He
said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and
write fifty.’ 7Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred
measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8The master
commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9And I tell you, make
friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive
you into the eternal dwellings.
10“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a
very little is also dishonest in much. 11If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous
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wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful in that
which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 13No servant can serve two
masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”
14The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him.
15And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows
your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Creed: (God works faith in us by His Word that we hear in Scripture. We confess that faith using one
of three creeds that the church has used throughout the years and across the world.)

Nicene Creed
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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Sit

Hymn of the Day: (This hymn especially relates to the Gospel theme for the day. Each hymn
provides a way for us to hear God’s Word set to music.)

What Is the World to Me

Sermon

LSB 730

“The Godly Use of Possession”

Luke 16:1-15

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our
lives today.)

Votum
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.
C Amen.
Stand
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Offertory (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with a sacrifice of praise.)

Create in Me

LSB 956

Prayer of the Church: (The congregation joins together to pray for ourselves, for the Church, and for
people throughout the world.)
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

Close of the Prayers
P
C

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface: (The Service of the Sacrament begins with praise and thanksgiving for what God has done
and is about to do for us in the Lord’s Supper.)
LSB 160
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P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus: (Latin for “holy.” The division between heaven and earth is gone, and we cry out to God
with the heavenly host, “Holy, Holy, Holy!” to welcome our Savior Jesus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9).)
LSB 161

Lord’s Prayer: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and
answer us.)
LSB 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Our Lord: (We hear Jesus’ words that in the Sacrament He gives us His very body and
blood in, with, and under the bread and the wine.)
LSB 162
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The pastor holds the body and blood of Jesus before
the congregation and speaks the Lord’s peace as the very Gospel.)
LSB 163

Agnus Dei: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” As John the Baptist cried (John 1:29), so we sing to Christ, our
Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins.)
LSB 163

Sit
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Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness

5

LSB 563

When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.

6

By Grace I'm Saved

Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.

LSB 566
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6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown
Since I am saved by grace alone.

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
In tribulation’s furnace tried,
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could I help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?
Stand
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
Post-Communion Canticle: (Having received Christ in our mouths and into our lives in the
Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace.)

Thank the Lord

LSB 164
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Post-Communion Collect: (We thank God for all He has done in the Sacrament and ask that it
would show forth in our lives.)
P Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in
the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout
our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your
saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction: (Just as the Divine Service began, so it ends. We go forth with our Lord’s blessing and
His name upon us (Numbers 6:22-27).)
LSB 166

Sit

Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us

LSB 851
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Silent Prayer After Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this
undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE
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September 18th, 2022
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to joyfully and enthusiastically
Model and share the gospel with the lost.
Grace Lutheran Church
Learning Center Director, Angel Hurst
308 Byrne, Smithville, Tex.78957
401 Wilkes Street, Smithville, TX 78957
Office Phone: 512-237-2108
Office Phone: 512-360-2800
Fax Number: 512 237-2832
Fax Number: 512-237-5990
Email: gracelutheransmithville@gmail.com
Email: gracelutheranlearningcenter@gmail.com
Web Site: www.glcs.org
Serving the Lord During Today’s Worship Service
Elders:
Brad Zimmerhanzel
Organist(s):
June Parker
Tommy Oates
Esther Wolff
Kim Appel
Altar
Rose Pietsch
Ruth Eaton
Guild:
Frances Mynar
Sun. Sept 18
8:45am-Adult Bible Study and
Sunday School
10am- Worship/Communion

Thurs. Sept 22

AT GRACE THIS WEEK
Mon Sept 19
Tue. Sept 20

Wed. Sept 21

6pm-GLLC Mtg
7pm-Evangelism

10am- GLLC Chapel
5:30pm- Youth Confirmation

Fri. Sept 23

Sat. Sept 24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE/NOON

Sun. Sept 25
8:45am-Adult Bible Study and
Sunday School
10am- Worship/Communion

Attendance
Sunday Worship (9/11) 97
Opportunities to Receive God’s Gifts Individually
When you are not able to make it to the weekly Divine Service on a regular basis, please know that
opportunities to receive the gifts of God at other times are available. I encourage you to be in touch with
me to let me know how I can deliver these gifts of God to you, because no Christian should go without
God’s gifts in Word and Sacrament. When circumstances do not allow you to join the congregation for a
time, I certainly encourage you to make use of the Facebook livestream to hear the Scriptures and the
sermon; I also would welcome the opportunity to set an appointment with you to study God’s Word with
you and bring you the Body and Blood of Jesus on an individual basis. This offer is made in earnest. You
are not imposing on my time by requesting this of me; this is precisely why God has given time to
me. Please let me know how I can best serve you in Christ’s name! –Pastor Appel
Visit with Pastor
If you need to contact Pastor Appel, you can do so via e-mail (timothyappel@gmail.com) or phone (512-2372108 at church or 512-237-9664 at home). Pastor Appel is normally in the office between 9:00am and
12:00 noon, Monday through Thursday. He is available in the afternoons as well, but often uses that time
to make nursing home, hospital or home visits. If you are unable to reach Pastor, please contact your Elder
(listed on bulletin board outside of Office).
Adult Bible Study
Adult Bible study at 8:45 AM continues! After over a year in the book of Psalms, we are starting a new
study of 1 and 2 Samuel, which provides the historical background for many of the Psalms of King David.
Please join us!
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Online Resources
Each week, our congregation live streams the 10:00 AM Sunday morning on our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/gracelutheranchurchsmithville/). If you are unable to be in worship on a particular
week, this is a great way that you can still hear the Word of God. It's also a great way to introduce
someone to our congregation and the good news about Jesus. You can also go back and listen to
sermons from previous weeks. Bulletins and newsletters are also available online at our website,
www.glcs.org.
KFUO Bible Study Resources
Please make use of the fantastic resources for growth in your Christian faith produced by the LCMS
radio station, KFUO, where Pastor Appel hosts the Bible study, Sharper Iron, every weekday morning
at 8 AM. CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Hear Rev. Brady Finnern as the new host of
Concord Matters (formerly host of Thy Strong Word) beginning 9/24 at 10:00 a.m. CT, study
Deuteronomy 27-28 on Sharper Iron's "The Law of God is Good and Wise" (weekdays at 8:00 a.m.
CT), and study 1 Corinthians 6-7 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT). Find these
programs on demand at kfuo.org or the KFUO Radio app!
Gifts for Organ Repair
On June 12, the voters approved organ repairs that will cost approximately $11,800. Fischer Pipe
Organ Tuning and Service will be putting us on their schedule so that these repairs can be made this
fall. If you'd like to make a special gift to help with the cost of these repairs, you can make use of the
"Organ Fund" envelopes in your offering envelope box. Thanks for your generosity in providing for
music that glorifies God in our worship services at Grace!

Lutheran Witness Magazine price for 2023 is $14.50.

September 25th, 2022
St. Michael and All Angels
Old Testament Reading: Daniel 10:10-14; 12:1-3
Epistle Reading: Revelation 12:7-12
Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:1-11
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8th Grade Visit Day
8th grade students from our area private schools will be joining us on the afternoon of Wednesday,
September 21st. This annual visit event is a great opportunity for future students to see what FLHS is
all about and what high school might look like. If you have an 8th grader, and would like to bring
them for visit day, please contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck at (979) 242-2889.
Free Wednesday mornings?
Join us for our weekly Chapel Worship Service every Wednesday.. Pastor Jason Kaspar of Mt.
Calvary Lutheran Church will be leading us this week. This week, due to 8th grade visit day, chapel
will begin at 11:30.
Oktoberfest
FLHS will be hosting a family friendly event on Saturday, October 22nd at the Holy Cross Picnic
grounds. New this year will be - The Battle of the Brew - a home brew competition. Returning will
be our traditional German meal, domino tournament, cornhole tournament, music, kids games, and
lots of fun! More details will be coming very soon!!!
Oktoberfest Meal Tickets
Tickets for our annual Oktoberfest celebration are now available. Meal includes brats, noodles, green
beans, potato salad, kraut, bread and coffee cake. Meal will be available on Saturday, October 22
from 11 am to 1 pm at the Holy Cross Picnic Grounds. Tickets are $12 each and available for pre-sale
only! Talk to a FLHS student, staff, board, or delegate today!!
Share the Gift of Love
Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in combining knowledge and God’s love in a student’s
high school experience. We are partnering with families at the intersection of education and faith
development. If you would like to support our ministry through a one-time or enduring gift, Thrivent
Action Grant, or volunteer your time and talents, please contact Nikki Kueck to learn more.
Follow Us On Facebook!
With a new school year underway, you may want to see the exciting things happening inside here on
a daily basis! By “liking” our Facebook page and “sharing” our posts, you will be in the loop on all
the great things happening and you can share them with your friends!
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