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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!  We give thanks that our gracious Lord 
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service.  Today again 
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and 
salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: 
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is 
better than a thousand elsewhere.” 
 

Requests, please give written requests to be included during our “Prayers of the Church” to 
an usher or an elder before worship service. 
 

Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units. 
 

PRELUDE  
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  
WELCOME 

 
Thy Strong Word  LSB 578 
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
    Alleluias without end! 

6 God the Father, light-creator, 
    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 

 

Stand 

 

Opening Versicles 
 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 
P Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 
P Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C Make His paths straight. 
P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 
 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 2–3 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Reading From Holy Scripture  Genesis 1:1—2:3 

P A reading from Genesis, the first chapter. 
 

1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and 
void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters. 

3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was 
good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

6And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” 7And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were 
under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8And God 
called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

9And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and 
let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 

11And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 
12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and 
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
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14And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from 
the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15and let them 
be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16And 
God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 
night—and the stars. 17And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the 
earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth 
day. 

20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21So God created the great sea 
creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to 
their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22And 
God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let 
birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock 
and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25And 
God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their 
kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it 
was good. 

26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

27So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 

28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God said, “Behold, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in 
its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of 
the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, 
I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had 
made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day. 

1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2And on the 
seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from 
all his work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because 
on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory 
 

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 

P He shall reign as king and deal wisely , and shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 

Stand 
 

The First Article of the Creed  

P The First Article-Creation 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

P What does this mean? 
 

C I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body 
and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still 
takes care of them.He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house 
and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily 
provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me 
against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only 
out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. 
For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.This is most 
certainly true. 

Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

Sermon 
 

We Give Thee But Thine Own  LSB 781 

 

 
 

5 The captive to release, 
    To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace, 
    It is a Christ-like thing. 

6 And we believe Thy Word, 
    Though dim our faith may be: 
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 
    We do it unto Thee. 

 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer  LSB 265 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who 
travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and 

for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Collect of the Day  

P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Word  

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant 
that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the 
patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives on 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer  

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands 
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
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Blessing 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 
preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 sts. 4–7 

 

 

 

 
 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Refrain 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace.  

     Refrain 
 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL 
POSTLUDE 
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