
December 14th, 2022 
Advent Midweek #3 

 

 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 
308 Byrne St. 

Smithville, TX  78957 
512-237-2108 

Evening Prayer 7:00 pm 
 
 

Guest Pastor Richard Mittwede 

 



1 

 

 

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!  We give thanks that our gracious Lord 
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service.  Today again 
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and 
salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: 
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is 
better than a thousand elsewhere.” 
 

Requests, please give written requests to be included during our “Prayers of the Church” to 
an usher or an elder before worship service. 
 

Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units. 
 

PRELUDE  
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  
WELCOME 

 
The Advent of Our King  LSB 331 

 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day 
    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
The sinful self be put away, 
    The new self now put on. 

 

6 All glory to the Son, 
    Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one 
    Through all eternity. 

 
 

 

Opening Versicles 
 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 
P Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 



2 

 

P Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C Make His paths straight. 
P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 
 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  LSB 356 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Reading From Holy Scripture  Luke 1:26–38 

L A reading from Luke, the first chapter. 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 
the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this 
is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory 
 

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 

P He shall reign as king and deal wisely , and shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 

Stand 
 

 

The Third Article of the Creed  

P The Third Article-Sanctification 
 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

  

P What does this mean? 
 

C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my 
Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened 
me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, 
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps 
it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and 
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richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will 
raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 
This is most certainly true. 

 

Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

Sermon 
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Holy Spirit, Light Divine  LSB 496 

 

 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer  LSB 265 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who 
travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and 
for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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Collect of the Day  

P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Word  

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant 
that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the 
patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives on 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer  

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands 
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

Blessing 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 
preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

O Blessed Light, O Trinity  LSB 890 
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