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I' Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious
a— — Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service.

Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life,
forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with
David in Psalm 84: “How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A
day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”

In our readings today: As “the rain and the snow come down from heaven” and “water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout” (Is. 55:10), so the Word of God accomplishes the purpose for
which He speaks it, granting joy and peace through the forgiveness of sins and producing the
fruits of faith and love in those who are called by His name. Christ Jesus, the incarnate Word, has
established the name of the Lord as “an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off” (Is. 55:13). He
opens our ears to hear, our minds to understand and our hearts to believe His Word, lest the evil
one come and snatch it away. He thus transforms our rocky hearts into good soil, which clings to
the Gospel and “indeed bears fruit” (Matt. 13:23). He is Himself the firstfruits of all who “have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons” (Rom. 8:15). Thus being “led by the Spirit of God,” we are
not afraid, but we cry out in faith to our Father in heaven (Rom. 8:14-15). For as we suffer with
Christ, the beloved Son, so shall we “also be glorified with him” (Rom. 8:17).

Hearing, Ask an usher for one of the wireless hearing assistance units.

Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true
body and blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and
strengthen our union with Him and with one another (Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians
10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting Jesus’ own words, repenting of all
their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in unity (Matthew 5:23-
24; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and
drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
34), we ask that those who have not yet been instructed and those who are not members
of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to speak with
the pastor before receiving Holy Communion.

A Prayer Before Worship

O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we
may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and
holiness. Hear us for His sake. Amen

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES



Almighty nGod, Your Word Is Cast LSB 577
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Stand

Invocation (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His
Name.)

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession: (We cannot come into the presence of our holy God on our own. We recognize our
sinfulness and plead for mercy on account of Christ.)

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
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Absolution: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor.)
(P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Service of the Word

Introit: (Forgiven by God, He invites us into his presence as we speak words from the Psalms.)

The LORD is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

As for man, his days are like grass;

he flourishes like a flower of the field;

for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.

Psalm 103:15-19

But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who

fear him,

and his righteousness to children’s children,

to those who keep his covenant

and remember to do his commandments.

The LoRD has established his throne in the heavens,

and his kingdom rules over all.
The LORD is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Gloria Patri
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Kyrie: (Shortened form of the Greek “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy.” In the

presence of Jesus, we plead for His mercy and help in our time of need.) LSB 186
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Hymn of Praise: (Trusting God’s promise of mercy, we join the church in heaven and on earth in
a song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter.)

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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Salutation: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence.)
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And with thy spir - it

Collect: (Many of these prayers have been used in the church for over 1,500 years. They
“collect” the Gospel theme for the day.)
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@ Let us pray.

(P) Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Scripture Readings: (Jesus speaks to us in His Word as our crucified and risen Savior.)
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10-13

(P} Today’s Old Testament reading is from Isaiah, the fifty-fifth chapter.

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
1150 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
12“For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
BInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the LORD,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

(P)This is the Word of the Lord.
@®@Thanks be to God.



Gradual: (The Gradual is a portion of a psalm or other Scripture passage that responds to the
Old Testament reading and transitions us toward the words of Jesus in the Gospel.)
Romans 11:33, 36
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen.

Epistle Romans 8:12-17
(P) Today’s Epistle reading is from Romans, the eighth chapter.

1250 then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For
if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds
of the body, you will live. **For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 5For
you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 7and if children, then heirs—heirs of
God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be
glorified with him.

(P)This is the Word of the Lord.
@ Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

@h The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole
crowd stood on the beach. 2And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower
went out to sow. “And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came
and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much
soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, ®but when the sun
rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. "Other seeds
fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 80ther seeds fell on good
soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. °He who has ears,
let him hear. . . .

18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 1°When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown
in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 2°As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 2lyet he
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has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises
on account of the word, immediately he falls away. ?As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 22As for what was sown
on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Creed: (God works faith in us by His Word that we hear in Scripture. We confess that faith using
one of three creeds that the church has used throughout the years and across the world.)
Nicene Creed

Sit

| believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -~ of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day: (This hymn especially relates to the Gospel theme for the day. Each hymn
provides a way for us to hear God’s Word set to music.)

Preach You the Word LSB 586
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heart cries out, “Oh, what of that, and what of that?”
5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 6 Preach you the Word and plant it home
One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, And never faint; the Harvest Lord
And bears a harvest hundredfold: Who gave the sower seed to sow
“Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” Will watch and tend His planted Word.
Sermon

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for
our lives today.)

Votum
(P) The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Stand



Offertory: (The congregation responds to God'’s forgiveness with a sacrifice of praise.) LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church: (The congregation joins together to pray for ourselves, for the Church,
and for people throughout the world.)

(P} Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Close of the Prayers

(P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface: (The Service of the Sacrament begins with praise and thanksgiving for what God has

done and is about to do for us in the Lord’s Supper.) LSB 194
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It is meet and right so to do.
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Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus: (Latin for “holy.” The division between heaven and earth is gone, and we cry out to God
with the heavenly host, “Holy, Holy, Holy!” to welcome our Savior Jesus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew

21:9).)

LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear

and answer
P

us.)
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Our Lord: (We hear Jesus’ words that in the Sacrament He gives us His very body
and blood in, with, and under the bread and the wine.) LSB 197

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The pastor holds the body and blood of Jesus
before the congregation and speaks the Lord’s peace as the very Gospel.) LSB 197
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(Latin for “Lamb of God.” As John the Baptist cried (John 1:29), so we sing to Christ,

our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins.) LSB 198
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tak-est a-way the sin of the world, have mer-cy up-on us.
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Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655
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My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker LSB 820
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Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray LSB 623
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here re - ceive, And all we are to You we give.
til You come To  bring Your scat - tered loved ones home.
wel - comed guest In heav - en’s high and ho - ly feast.

Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

Amen.

Post-Communion Canticle: (Having received Christ in our mouths and into our lives in the
Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace.)

Nunc Dimi’t)tis LSB 199
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Lord, now  lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
£ 4 . .
e ——— ——
e —o—» O z A
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine -eyeshave seen Thy salvation,
Dt— — e~
S e e — — ——— e ——
Py ] i (8
which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
9 ﬂ'u ) e ——— ) —— P—
! | | | | | = | | | |
% ”. I [ I lv . !
a light to light- en the Gen-tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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be to the Father and
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was in the beginning,
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world witheutend. A -men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
f) 4
- - ) |
Gt —pe——
)
@A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
\ 9 #u. —] —— N
{y o T R —
o |
and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Post-Communion Collect: (We thank God for all He has done in the Sacrament and ask that it
would show forth in our lives.)
(P) Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
/- — — |
SV I b ]
Y] I
A -
Benedicamus

men.

H
gy - ]
Y

® The Lord be with you.

A
And with thy  spir - it.
04
ﬁn:)v—ﬂ'—u - >
A Bless we the Lord.
| } | |
o — ! I ] I
@—H—q s - 2
Thanks be to God.
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Benediction: (Just as the Divine Service began, so it ends. We go forth with our Lord’s blessing

and His name upon us (Numbers 6:22-27).) LSB 202

-
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e

)d The Lord  bless you and keep you. The Lord make
—f-t 4
Hoy—t—xi - - 5 _ s
)
" His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
f u
o Myt

The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I give you peace.

O 4t . .
o AT | [
(Lmv 1];[ o) "I-il IG 77 o’ {’-JI [ )
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
Sit
Word of God, Come Down on Earth LSB 545
() # p—
s ] | - | I } K p——]
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1 Word of God, come down on earth, Liv - ing rain from
2 Word e - ter - nal, throned on high, Word that brought to
3 Word that caused blind eyes to see, Speak  and heal our
4 Word that speaks God’s ten - der love, One with God be -
Hu . . o
o | | I I | | |
G —r o o . o CFlr oo
Y] I 1 —— I
heav’n de - scend - ing; Touch our hearts and bring to  birth
life cre - a - tion, Word that came from heav’'n to die,
mor - tal blind - ness; Deaf we are: our heal - er be;
yond all tell - ing, Word that sends us from a - bove,
) 4 ‘ ‘
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Faith - and hope and love wun -end - ing. Word al - might -y,
Cru - ci - fied for our sal - va - tion, Sav - ing Word, the
Loose our tongues to tell Your kind - ness. Be our Word in
God the Spir - it, with us dwell - ing, Word of truth, to
9 ﬂ ] = ‘ T K | f I
e e ——
@ | v v | | | “
Q) [ 4 I ! |
we re - vere You; Word made flesh, we long to hear You.
world re - stor-ing, Speak to us, Your love out-pour - ing.
pit -y spo - ken, Heal the world, by sin now bro - ken.
all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us.
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Silent Prayer After Worship

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for
this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

July 16t , 2023
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to joyfully and enthusiastically
Model and share the gospel with the lost.

Grace Lutheran Church Learning Center Director, Angel Hurst

308 Byrne, Smithville, Tex.78957 401 Wilkes Street, Smithville, TX 78957

Office Phone: 512-237-2108 Office Phone: 512-360-2800

Fax Number: 512 237-2832 Fax Number: 512-237-5990

Email: gracelutheransmithville@gmail.com Email: gracelutheranlearningcenter@gmail.com

Web Site: www.glcs.org
Serving the Lord During Today’s Worship Service

Elders: Tommy Oates Organist(s): June Parker
Bert Bunte Esther Wolff
) Kim Appel
Altar Rose Pietsch Ruth Eaton
Guild: Frances Mynar
AT GRACE THIS WEEK
Sun. July 16 Mon July 17 Tue. July 18 Wed. July 19
8:45am-Sunday School & 6PM-GLLC Mtg 10am-GLLC Chapel
Bible Class 7pm-Evangelism
10am- Worship/Communion
Thurs. July 20 Fri. July 21 Sat. July 22 Sun. July 23
8:45am-Sunday School & Bible
Class
10am- Worship/Communion
Voters Meeting after Service

Attendance
Sunday Worship (7/9) 113

Visit with Pastor
If you need to contact Pastor Woelmer, you can do so via e-mail (rev.davidwoelmer@gmail.com) or
phone (214-218-8354). Pastor Woelmer is normally in the office Monday through Thursday. He is
available in the afternoons, but often uses that time to make nursing home, hospital or home visits.
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Adult Bible Study
Adult Bible study at 8:45 AM continues each week, led by the pastor. Join us to spend time together in
God’s Word.

Online Resources
Each week, our congregation live streams the 10:00 AM Sunday morning on our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/gracelutheranchurchsmithville/). If you are unable to be in worship on a particular
week, this is a great way that you can still hear the Word of God. It's also a great way to introduce
someone to our congregation and the good news about Jesus. You can also go back and listen to
sermons from previous weeks. Bulletins and newsletters are also available online at our website,
www.glcs.org.

KFUO Bible Study Resources
CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Begin studying the book of Acts on Thy Strong Word
(weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), study the Psalms in July on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT),
and dig into Augsburg Confession Articles 6 & 7 on The Church on Concord Matters (7/22 at 10:00
a.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or the KFUO Radio app!

Smithville Food Pantry Veggie Boxes
a A distribution of a free box of veggies will be given out at the Food Pantry in
g

Y Smithville every other Wednesday at 8:30am. Limited boxes available so arrive
- early. The next distribution will be on 7/26 and continue to run every other
g Wednesday through December.
| FRESH VEGETABLES |~
Voters Meeting
VotersfjMecting)  \\/e will have our next voters meeting after service next Sunday, July 23, 2023.
XY ¥¥]
A2le 2 ol

July 23, 2023
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8
Epistle Reading: Romans 8:18-27
Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
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Share the Gift of Love

Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in combining knowledge and God’s love in a
student’s high school experience. We are partnering with families at the intersection of education
and faith development. If you would like to support our ministry through a one-time or enduring
gift, Thrivent Action Grant or volunteer your time and talents, please contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck.
** FLHS now has ACH payment options available. You can set up monthly, quarterly, or even
yearly payments to FLHS without the hassle of remembering to write a check. Please contact us
to learn more.

New Student Registration

Registration for the 2023-2024 school year is underway. We already have new students enrolled
and would love to welcome you into our Falcon family as well. Call us at (979) 242-2889 to
schedule a shadow day or visit our website at www.flhstx.org for registration information.

Thrivent Action Team Grants

If you are a Thrivent member willing to submit an application for a $250 grant to be used on
projects at Faith, please contact Nikki Kueck by calling (979) 242-2889. Help us to be able to
take advantage of these funds for the good of our school. *We are currently looking to utilize
Action Grants for some summer projects!

Save the Date!

FLHS’s annual Oktoberfest will be Saturday, October 28th. New this year will be The Battle of
the Vines, in addition to The Battle of the Brew - both are home brew competitions, so start
planning your brews now. Returning will be our traditional German meal, domino tournament,
cornhole tournament, music, kids games, fellowship, and lots of fun!

Amazon Wish List

FLHS has created a wish list on Amazon, for needed materials for the upcoming school year. The
easiest way to find it is by clicking on the link on the FLHS Facebook page or website. Thank
you for your generous support!!
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