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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!  We give thanks that our gracious 
Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service.  
Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, 
forgiveness, and salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with 
David in Psalm 84: “How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A 
day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” 

 

In our readings today: By her persistent prayer that Jesus would have mercy and help her (Matt. 

15:22, 24), and even in the face of His initial silence and apparent rejection (Matt. 15:23–26), the 

Canaanite woman boldly confessed her faith in Him (Matt. 15:27–28). Her beautiful example 

encourages us to cling to the words and promises of the Gospel, even in the face of the Law that 

accuses and condemns us. “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29), 

and His Law “has consigned all to disobedience” for the very purpose “that he may have mercy 

on all” (Rom. 11:32). Hence, the woman’s faith and hope were not disappointed, but her prayers 

were answered in the mercy of Christ. Not only does He grant us the crumbs from His table, but 

He also feeds us with “the children’s bread” in the house of His Father (Matt. 15:26–27). He has 

brought us to His “holy mountain,” and He makes us joyful in His house, where He hears our 

prayers and accepts our sacrifice of praise upon the altar of His cross (Is. 56:7). 
 
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true 
body and blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and 
strengthen our union with Him and with one another (Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 
10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting Jesus’ own words, repenting of all 
their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in unity (Matthew 5:23-
24; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and 
drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-
34), we ask that those who have not yet been instructed and those who are not members 
of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to speak with 
the pastor before receiving Holy Communion. 
 
A Prayer Before Worship 
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we 
may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness. Hear us for His sake.  Amen 
 
PRELUDE  
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
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O Christ, Our True and Only Light LSB 839 

 

 

 
 

Stand 
 

Invocation (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His 
Name.) 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

Confession: (We cannot come into the presence of our holy God on our own.  We recognize our 
sinfulness and plead for mercy on account of Christ.) 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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Absolution: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor.) 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit: (Forgiven by God, He invites us into his presence as we speak words from the Psalms.) 
 Psalm 28:1–2, 6–7; antiphon: v. 8 

The LORD is the strength of his people; 
 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 
To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, 
 lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down to the pit. 
Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to you for help, 
 when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary. 
Blessèd be the LORD! 
 For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 
The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 
 my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him. 
The LORD is the strength of his people; 
 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 

 
Gloria Patri 

 

 
 
Kyrie: (Shortened form of the Greek “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy.”  In the 
presence of Jesus, we plead for His mercy and help in our time of need.)  LSB 186 
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Hymn of Praise: (Trusting God’s promise of mercy, we join the church in heaven and on earth in 
a song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter.) 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 187 
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Salutation: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence.) 

 

 
  

Collect: (Many of these prayers have been used in the church for over 1,500 years.  They 
“collect” the Gospel theme for the day.)   

P Let us pray 

 Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even 
though we are undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us steadfast 
confidence in Your loving-kindness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 56:1–8 

1Thus says the LORD: 
“Keep justice, and do righteousness, 
for soon my salvation will come, 
 and my deliverance be revealed. 
2Blessed is the man who does this, 
 and the son of man who holds it fast, 
who keeps the Sabbath, not profaning it, 
 and keeps his hand from doing any evil.” 
3Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, 
 “The LORD will surely separate me from his people”; 
and let not the eunuch say, 
 “Behold, I am a dry tree.” 
4For thus says the LORD: 
“To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, 
 who choose the things that please me 
 and hold fast my covenant, 
5I will give in my house and within my walls 
 a monument and a name 
 better than sons and daughters; 
I will give them an everlasting name 
 that shall not be cut off. 
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6“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
 to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
 and to be his servants, 
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 
 and holds fast my covenant— 
7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
 and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
 will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
 for all peoples.” 
8The Lord GOD, 
 who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, 
“I will gather yet others to him 
 besides those already gathered.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual: (The Gradual is a portion of a psalm or other Scripture passage that responds to the 
Old Testament reading and transitions us toward the words of Jesus in the Gospel.) 
 Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 
 for those who fear him lack nothing! 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
 

Epistle Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32 
 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his 
people whom he foreknew. . . . 
 13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the 
Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and 
thus save some of them. 15For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, 
what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? . . . 
28As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as regards election, 
they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29For the gifts and the calling of God are 
irrevocable. 30Just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received 
mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they too have now been disobedient in order 
that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. 32For God has 
consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
 

Alleluia  LSB 190 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 15:21–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter. 

 
 21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22And 
behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23But he did 
not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, 
for she is crying out after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26And he 
answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, 
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then 
Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” 
And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

Creed: (God works faith in us by His Word that we hear in Scripture.  We confess that faith using 
one of three creeds that the church has used throughout the years and across the world.) 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
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     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: (This hymn especially relates to the Gospel theme for the day.  Each hymn 
provides a way for us to hear God’s Word set to music.) 

When in the Hour of Deepest Need LSB 615 

 

 

 
 

5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 
Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 
Be with us in our anguish still; 
Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 

6 So we with all our hearts each day 
To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 
Then walk obedient to Your Word, 
And now and ever praise You, Lord. 

 

 
Sermon “Merciful Separation” 
(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for 
our lives today.) 

 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 

 

 
Stand 
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Offertory: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with a sacrifice of praise.)  LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church: (The congregation joins together to pray for ourselves, for the Church, 

and for people throughout the world.) 
 

P Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 

Close of the Prayers 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface: (The Service of the Sacrament begins with praise and thanksgiving for what God has 
done and is about to do for us in the Lord’s Supper.)  LSB 194 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus: (Latin for “holy.” The division between heaven and earth is gone, and we cry out to God 
with the heavenly host, “Holy, Holy, Holy!” to welcome our Savior Jesus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 
21:9).)  LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear 
and answer us.) 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Words of Our Lord: (We hear Jesus’ words that in the Sacrament He gives us His very body 
and blood in, with, and under the bread and the wine.)  LSB 197 

 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

Pax Domini: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.”  The pastor holds the body and blood of Jesus 
before the congregation and speaks the Lord’s peace as the very Gospel.)  LSB 197 

 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” As John the Baptist cried (John 1:29), so we sing to Christ, 
our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins.)  LSB 198 

 

 

 



12 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution 
To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All LSB 613 
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Entrust Your Days and Burdens LSB 754 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O blessèd heir of heaven, 
    You’ll hear the song resound 
Of endless jubilation 
    When you with life are crowned. 
In your right hand your maker 
    Will place the victor’s palm, 
And you will thank Him gladly 
    With heaven’s joyful psalm. 

 

6 Our hands and feet, Lord, strengthen; 
    With joy our spirits bless 
Until we see the ending 
    Of all our life’s distress. 
And so throughout our lifetime 
    Keep us within Your care 
And at our end then bring us 
    To heav’n to praise You there. 
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To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray LSB 768 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 
and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Canticle: (Having received Christ in our mouths and into our lives in the 
Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace.) 
Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving  LSB 200 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect: (We thank God for all He has done in the Sacrament and ask that it 
would show forth in our lives.) 

 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benedicamus 

 

 

 

 
 
Benediction: (Just as the Divine Service began, so it ends.  We go forth with our Lord’s blessing 
and His name upon us (Numbers 6:22-27).) LSB 202 

 

 
Sit 
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Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me LSB 683 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for 
this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL  
POSTLUDE 

 

 
 

August 20th, 2023 
The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church is to joyfully and enthusiastically 

Model and share the gospel with the lost. 
Grace Lutheran Church 
308 Byrne, Smithville, TX.78957 
Office Phone:   512-237-2108 
Fax Number:    512 237-2832 
Email:  gracelutheransmithville@gmail.com 
Web Site:  www.glcs.org 

Learning Center Director, Angel Hurst 
401 Wilkes Street, Smithville, TX 78957 
Office Phone:  512-360-2800 
Fax Number:   512-237-5990 
Email: gracelutheranlearningcenter@gmail.com 

 
 

http://www.glcs.org/
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Serving the Lord During Today’s Worship Service 
Elders: 
 
 

Altar 
Guild: 

Davey Kadlecek 
Jack Page 
 

Toni Ann Kadlecek 
Donna Kadlecek 

Organist(s): 
 
 
 
 

June Parker 
Esther Wolff  
Kim Appel  
Ruth Eaton 

AT GRACE THIS WEEK 
Sun. Aug. 20 Mon Aug. 21 Tue. Aug. 22 Wed. Aug. 23 
8:45am-Sunday School & 
Bible Class 
10am- Worship/Communion 
Rally Day after service 

4pm-Quilting 
6pm-GLLC Mtg 
7pm-Evangelism 

 10am-GLLC Chapel  

Thurs. Aug. 24 Fri.  Aug. 25 Sat. Aug. 26 Sun. Aug. 27 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE/NOON 

  8:45am-Sunday School & Bible 
Class 
10am- Worship/Communion 

Attendance  
Sunday Worship (8/13) 120 

 
 

Adult Bible Study 
Adult Bible study at 8:45 AM continues each week, led by the pastor. Join us to spend time together in 
God’s Word.  

Online Resources 
Each week, our congregation live streams the 10:00 AM Sunday morning on our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/gracelutheranchurchsmithville/). If you are unable to be in worship on a particular 
week, this is a great way that you can still hear the Word of God. It's also a great way to introduce 
someone to our congregation and the good news about Jesus. You can also go back and listen to 
sermons from previous weeks. Bulletins and newsletters are also available online at our website, 
www.glcs.org.  

KFUO Bible Study Resources 
CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org:  Dig into Sacraments and Church Order in the Augsburg 
Confession on Concord Matters (8/26 at 10:00 a.m. CT), finish the book of Ecclesiastes on Sharper 
Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), and study Acts 18-21 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. 
CT). Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or the KFUO Radio app! 
 

Adult Instruction Class 
Though this class is intended for adults who have not yet been confirmed in the Lutheran faith and who 
intend to become members of Grace Lutheran Church to receive the Lord's Supper, this adult 
catechesis class is also available to members. Please join us and invite your neighbors, family 
members, and friends! This class will begin the week of September 10th and will continue for 12 weeks 
until the week of November 26th. Please speak with Pastor Woelmer if you are interested in attending 
this class. The class time is TBD.  

 

Youth Confirmation Class 

Confirmation classes will begin September 6th and will continue every Wednesday night from 5:30-
7:00. Please speak to Pastor Woelmer if you plan for your child to attend. Parents, please plan on 
attending the first class on 9/6.  

Pastor Away 
Pastor Woelmer will be out of town next Sunday (8/27) to attend his father's installation in Manhattan, 

KS. Rev. Robert Tiner from Immanuel, Giddings will fill in for Bible Study and the Divine Service. Pastor 
Woelmer will be out of the office from August 24-30 but can be reached by phone (214-218-8354) or 

email (rev.davidwoelmer@gmail.com).  

http://www.facebook.com/gracelutheranchurchsmithville/
http://www.glcs.org/
http://kfuo.org/
mailto:rev.davidwoelmer@gmail.com
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August 27th, 2023 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 
Epistle Reading: Romans 11:33-12:8 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 16:13-20 

 
 

 
Opening Service 
Please join us on Sunday, August 20th at 3 pm as we will officially open our seventh academic school 
year.  “Better Together” based on Romans 15:5-6 is the theme for 2023-2024.  A worship service will 
be held at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Warda.  The service will be led by our association Pastors.  
Offering will be collected to support the FLHS Scholarship Fund. A potluck dessert and punch 
reception will follow.   
Thank You!  
Thank you for all the prayers and support you have offered on behalf of FLHS. As we have begun 
another year, we are thankful for each of you who faithfully pray and support the ministry God has 
created at FLHS.  Thank you, on behalf of the students who will be instilled with wisdom as they 
become faithful leaders tomorrow, for your generous support!  
Great Start to the School Year  
We have had a great start to the school year!  We love having our students back on campus and pray 
that their education and faith may grow abundantly this year! Registration remains on-going. Call us 
today - (979) 242-2889! 
Free Wednesday mornings?  
Join us for our weekly Chapel Worship Service every Wednesday.  Mr. Jonathan Kueck will be leading 
chapel this week, beginning at 10:30 am.  
Share the Gift of Love 
Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in combining knowledge and God’s love in a student’s 
high school experience. We are partnering with families at the intersection of education and faith 
development. If you would like to support our ministry through a one-time or enduring gift, Thrivent 
Action Grant or volunteer your time and talents, please contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck.  
Save the Date!  
FLHS’s annual Oktoberfest will be Saturday, October 28th.  New this year will be The Battle of the 
Vines, in addition to The Battle of the Brew - both are home brew competitions, so start planning 
your brews now. Returning will be our traditional German meal, domino tournament, cornhole 
tournament, music, kids games, fellowship, and lots of fun!  
2023 - 2024 Faculty and Staff  

● Mrs. Chelsea Beck - History, Spanish, English  

● Pastor Dustin Beck - Part-time Religion  

● Mr. Gary Himmler - Part-time Science, Math  

● Mr. Jonathan Kueck - Religion, English, P.E.  

● Mrs. Nikki Kueck - Administrator, Electives   

● Mrs. Kristin Lehmann - Science, Math, Technology  

● Mrs. Jane Obersat - Part-time German, Art, Library  

Mr. Dan Schaefer - Part-time History, Music 


