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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!  We give thanks that our gracious Lord 
Jesus Christ has gathered us together here for his Divine Service.  Today again 
our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and 
salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: 
“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is 
better than a thousand elsewhere.” 
 

 

 
PRELUDE  
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  
WELCOME 
 

 
Advent and Christmas Hymn Sing 

Service of Light 
Stand 
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Phos Hilaron  LSB 244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving for Light  LSB 245 
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Sit 
 

Psalm 141  LSB 245 
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P Let us pray. 
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-
kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the 
Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 80:1–7 
1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
 you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
 2Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, 
stir up your might 
 and come to save us! 
3Restore us, O God; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
4O LORD God of hosts, 
 how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 
5You have fed them with the bread of tears 
 and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
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6You make us an object of contention for our neighbors, 
 and our enemies laugh among themselves. 
7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Once He Came in Blessing  LSB 333 

 

 

 

 
 
 

First Reading Isaiah 60:1–7 

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
 and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
 and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3And nations shall come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
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 they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, 
 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
 your heart shall thrill and exult, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
 all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
 and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 
7All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you; 
 the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you; 
they shall come up with acceptance on my altar, 
 and I will beautify my beautiful house. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Second Reading John 8:12–20 
 

 12Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing 
witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 14Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness 
about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you 
do not know where I come from or where I am going. 15You judge according to the flesh; I judge 
no one. 16Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the 
Father who sent me. 17In your Law it is written that the testimony of two men is true. 18I am the 
one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 
19They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me 
nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 20These words he spoke in the 
treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet 
come. 
 

P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Sermon   “Christ’s Advent In The Flesh Brings Restoration”  
 

Votum  

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Magnificat Luke 1:46–55 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Litany 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word 
“Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

 

 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For Matthew, our synodical president, for Michael, our district President, for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For Donald, for Greg, for Scott, for all public servants, for the government and those who 

protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who 

toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 
The prayers then continue: 
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Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
 

 

 
 

Collect for Peace 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 251 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus  LSB 252 

 

 
 

Benediction  LSB 252 

 
 

Sit 
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O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide LSB 355 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 
When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 
O Sun, arise; without Your light 
We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

7 There shall we all our praises bring 
And sing to You, our Savior King; 
There shall we laud You and adore 
Forever and forevermore. 

 
6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
O come, lead us with mighty hand 
From exile to our promised land. 

 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL 
POSTLUDE 

 
 
 


