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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!  We give thanks that our gracious Lord 
Jesus Christ has gathered us together this evening.  Today again our Lord comes 
to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and salvation.  
Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How lovely is 
your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a 
thousand elsewhere.” 

 
 

 

PRELUDE  
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL 
WELCOME 
 
Stand 

 

Opening Versicles 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for self-examination. 
 

P I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and 
sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my 
own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me 
all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 
your sins. Amen. 
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C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my 
own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have 
mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. 
 

C Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 32 
1Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
 whose sin is covered. 
2Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, 
 and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
3For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
 through my groaning all day long. 
4For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 
5I acknowledged my sin to you, 
 and I did not cover my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
 and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
6Therefore let everyone who is godly 
 offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; 
surely in the rush of great waters, 
 they shall not reach him. 
7You are a hiding place for me; 
 you preserve me from trouble; 
 you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
8I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
 I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 
9Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
 which must be curbed with bit and bridle, 
 or it will not stay near you. 
10Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 
 but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD. 
11Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous, 
 and shout for joy, all you upright in heart! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Jesus, I Will Ponder Now LSB 440 

 

 

 

 
 

5 If my sins give me alarm 
    And my conscience grieve me, 
Let Your cross my fear disarm; 
    Peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won 
    By Your holy passion. 
If for me He slays His Son, 
    God must have compassion! 

 

6 Graciously my faith renew; 
    Help me bear my crosses, 
Learning humbleness from You, 
    Peace mid pain and losses. 
May I give You love for love! 
    Hear me, O my Savior, 
That I may in heav’n above 
    Sing Your praise forever. 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
First Reading Exodus 10:16–20 

 16Then Pharaoh hastily called Moses and Aaron and said, “I have sinned against the LORD 
your God, and against you. 17Now therefore, forgive my sin, please, only this once, and plead 
with the LORD your God only to remove this death from me.” 18So he went out from Pharaoh and 
pleaded with the LORD. 19And the LORD turned the wind into a very strong west wind, which lifted 
the locusts and drove them into the Red Sea. Not a single locust was left in all the country of 
Egypt. 20But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading 2 Corinthians 2:3–11 
 3And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should have 
made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all. 4For I wrote 
to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain 
but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you. 
 5Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to 
put it too severely—to all of you. 6For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, 7so 
you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive 
sorrow. 8So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him. 9For this is why I wrote, that I might test you 
and know whether you are obedient in everything. 10Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. 
What I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of 
Christ, 11so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Third Reading Matthew 18:21–35 
 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, 
but seventy times seven. 
 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him 
ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his 
wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his 
knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity 
for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same 
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and 
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell 
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went 
and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had 
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that 
had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy 
on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, 
if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory  LSB 255 
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Christ, the Life of All the Living LSB 420 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 
 

5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 
    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 
    Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 
    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
    I will thank Thee evermore, 
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
    For that last triumphant cry, 
    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

 
6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, 
    Fully to atone for me; 
Thou didst choose to be tormented 
That my doom should be prevented. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

 
 

Catechism Reading:  Christian Questions with Their Answers #1-6 
P  7. Who is Christ? 
C  The Son of God, true God and man. 
  

P  8. How many Gods are there? 
C  Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
  

P  9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? 
C  He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. 
  

P  10. Did the Father also die for you? 
C  He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and 
true man. He died for me and shed His blood for me. 
  

P  11. How do you know this? 
C  From the Holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and 
blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament. 
  

P  12. What are the Words of Institution? 
C  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which 
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after 
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Sermon “Pledge and Seal of My Salvation”  
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. 
C    Amen. 
 

Stand 

Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are 
wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

P O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen and the 
evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. 
Then, Lord, in Your mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the last; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

P Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and 
with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the 
end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and 
Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and 
temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. 
Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 



8 

 

Lord's Prayer    
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 258 
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Benediction  LSB 259 

 
Sit 
 

A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438 
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Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness 
for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved 
grace and  

 

DISMISSAL 
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