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|| Welcome_to Grace Lutheran Church! We givc_a thanks that our gracious Lord
ey JESUS Christ has ggthered us tqget_her thl_s evening. Today again our Lord comes
==Z@==  to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and salvation.
Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How lovely is
your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a
thousand elsewhere.”
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(L) The Lord Almighty grant us a qui-et night and peace at the last.
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It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
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@@ to sing praise to Your name, O Most High;

v

ol
ol ® o o
SN—

to herald Your love in the morn - ing,
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Your truth at the close of the day.
(PJLet us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for self-examination.

(PJI confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and
sisters, that | have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my
own most grievous fault; wherefore | pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me
all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.

@The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all
your sins. Amen.

@I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that | have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my
own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore | pray God Almighty to have
mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.

(PJThe almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins.

@ Amen.



Psalm

Psalm 33
1Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous!
Praise befits the upright.
2Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre;
make melody to him with the harp of ten strings!
3Sing to him a new song;
play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.
“For the word of the LORD is upright,
and all his work is done in faithfulness.
5He loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD.
6By the word of the LORD the heavens were made,
and by the breath of his mouth all their host.
"He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap;
he puts the deeps in storehouses.
8Let all the earth fear the LORD;
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him!
9For he spoke, and it came to be;
he commanded, and it stood firm.
The LoRD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing;
he frustrates the plans of the peoples.
11The counsel of the LORD stands forever,
the plans of his heart to all generations.
12Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,
the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!
13The LORD looks down from heaven;
he sees all the children of man;
¥from where he sits enthroned he looks out
on all the inhabitants of the earth,
15he who fashions the hearts of them all
and observes all their deeds.
The king is not saved by his great army;
awarrior is not delivered by his great strength.
1"The war horse is a false hope for salvation,
and by its great might it cannot rescue.
8Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him,
on those who hope in his steadfast love,
that he may deliver their soul from death
and keep them alive in famine.
2°0Our soul waits for the LORD;
he is our help and our shield.
21For our heart is glad in him,
because we trust in his holy name.
22| et your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we hope in you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.



Sit

Christ, the Life of All the Living LSB 420
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1 Christ, the life of all the liv - ing, Christ, the death of
2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast tak - en on Thee Bonds and stripes, a
3 Thou hast borne the smit - ing on - ly That my wounds might
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death, our foe, Who, Thy - self for me once giv - ing
cru - el rod; Pain and scorn were heaped up - on  Thee,
all be whole; Thou hast suf - fered, sad and lone - ly,
shame-ful scorn And with pierc - ing thorns they crowned Thee.
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To the dark - est depths of woe: Through Thy suf - f’rings,
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might -est own me And with heav’'n - ly glo - ry crown me.
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks shall be,
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks shall be,
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks shall be,
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks shall be,

That from pain | might be free;

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:

Thence | gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish
Me to comfort in my anguish.

Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 7

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast suffered great affliction

And hast borne it patiently,

Even death by crucifixion,

Fully to atone for me;

Thou didst choose to be tormented
That my doom should be prevented.

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.



Readings from Holy Scripture
First Reading 1 Samuel 9:15-27

5Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had revealed to Samuel: 16“Tomorrow about this
time | will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be prince
over my people Israel. He shall save my people from the hand of the Philistines. For | have
seen my people, because their cry has come to me.” 1’"When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD told
him, “Here is the man of whom | spoke to you! He it is who shall restrain my people.” 18Then
Saul approached Samuel in the gate and said, “Tell me where is the house of the seer?”
19Samuel answered Saul, “| am the seer. Go up before me to the high place, for today you shall
eat with me, and in the morning | will let you go and will tell you all that is on your mind. 2°As for
your donkeys that were lost three days ago, do not set your mind on them, for they have been
found. And for whom is all that is desirable in Israel? Is it not for you and for all your father’s
house?” 21Saul answered, “Am | not a Benjaminite, from the least of the tribes of Israel? And is
not my clan the humblest of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then have you spoken to
me in this way?”

22Then Samuel took Saul and his young man and brought them into the hall and gave them a
place at the head of those who had been invited, who were about thirty persons. 22And Samuel
said to the cook, “Bring the portion | gave you, of which | said to you, ‘Put it aside.” ?*So the
cook took up the leg and what was on it and set them before Saul. And Samuel said, “See, what
was kept is set before you. Eat, because it was kept for you until the hour appointed, that you
might eat with the guests.”

So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 2And when they came down from the high place into the
city, a bed was spread for Saul on the roof, and he lay down to sleep. 26Then at the break of
dawn Samuel called to Saul on the roof, “Up, that | may send you on your way.” So Saul arose,
and both he and Samuel went out into the street.

27As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant
to pass on before us, and when he has passed on, stop here yourself for a while, that | may
make known to you the word of God.”

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Acts 4:23-31

2When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and
the elders had said to them. 2*And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God
and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in
them, 25who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit,

“Why did the Gentiles rage,
and the peoples plot in vain?
26The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers were gathered together,
against the Lord and against his Anointed’—

2for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28to
do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 2°And now, Lord, look
upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness,
3Owhile you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the
name of your holy servant Jesus.” 3*And when they had prayed, the place in which they were
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gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to
speak the word of God with boldness.

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Third Reading Mark 7:1-23

INow when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes who had come from
Jerusalem, %they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is,
unwashed. 3(For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands,
holding to the tradition of the elders, “and when they come from the marketplace, they do not
eat unless they wash. And there are many other traditions that they observe, such as the
washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.) 5And the Pharisees and the
scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but
eat with defiled hands?” 6And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it
is written,

“This people honors me with their lips,
but their heart is far from me;
7in vain do they worship me,
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’

8You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.”

9And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to
establish your tradition! 1°For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever
reviles father or mother must surely die.” 1'But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother,
Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban’ (that is, given to God)— *?then you no
longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother, *3thus making void the word of God by
your tradition that you have handed down. And many such things you do.”

And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and
understand: 5There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the
things that come out of a person are what defile him.” ?And when he had entered the house
and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable. 2And he said to them, “Then are
you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside
cannot defile him, °since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he
declared all foods clean.) 2°And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 2'For
from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder,
adultery, 22coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23All these
evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



Responsory LSB 255
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A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438
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1 A Lamb goes un - com - plain - ing forth, The
2 This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s great friend, The
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Lamb of God, our Sav ior, Whom God the Fa - ther
bear what You com - mand Me. My will con-forms to
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they will share The fruit of Your sal - va - tion.”
to the grave Who built the earth’s foun -da - tion.
we be brought To stand in joy  be - side You.
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Catechism Reading: Christian Questions with Their Answers #13-16

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?
Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?
The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive
His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He
taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

(P} 16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our
sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do that. Second, so we may learn to be
horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and
comfort in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.
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Sermon “The Power of the Word”

Votum
(P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.
Amen.
Stand
Prayer
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when I awake, Your presence will give me joy.



(P} Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy
angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

(P} Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no
threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those
who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them diligence in their watching,
faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and competence in emergencies. Help
them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

Amen.

(P) Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and
with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the
end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and
Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and
temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near.
Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

(P)

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Nunc Dimittis LSB 258
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Benediction LSB 259
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Jesus, Grgnt That Balm and Healing LSB 421
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is made whole; When I’'m faint, Your cross re - vives me, Grant - ing
death 1  trust, Know-ing death has lost its pow - er Since You
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cour - age I shall find. Or should Sa - tan press me hard,
weigh the aw - ful load You were will-ing  to en - dure.
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Let me then be on my guard, Say - ing, “Christ for me was
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A Ev - er help and com - fort me; When I die be my pro-
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sin - ning Keep me from its first be - gin - ning.
wound -ed,” That the tempt - er flee con-found - ed.
ta - tion, Calm in prayer and med - i - ta - tion.
pas - sion Has pro - cured my soul’s sal - va -  tion.
tec - tion, Light and life and res - ur - rec - tion.

Silent Prayer After Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness

for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved
grace and

DISMISSAL
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