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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!  We give thanks that our gracious Lord 
Jesus Christ has gathered us together this evening.  Today again our Lord comes 
to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, forgiveness, and salvation.  
Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How lovely is 
your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a 
thousand elsewhere.” 

 
 

 

Stand 
 

Opening Versicles 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for self-examination. 
 

P I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and 
sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my 
own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me 
all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 
your sins. Amen. 

 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 
brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my 
own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have 
mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. 
 

C Amen. 
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Psalm Psalm 31 
1In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; 
 let me never be put to shame; 
 in your righteousness deliver me! 
2Incline your ear to me; 
 rescue me speedily! 
Be a rock of refuge for me, 
 a strong fortress to save me! 
3For you are my rock and my fortress; 
 and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me; 
4you take me out of the net they have hidden for me, 
 for you are my refuge. 
5Into your hand I commit my spirit; 
 you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 
6I hate those who pay regard to worthless idols, 
 but I trust in the LORD. 
7I will rejoice and be glad in your steadfast love, 
 because you have seen my affliction; 
 you have known the distress of my soul, 
8and you have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; 
 you have set my feet in a broad place. 
9Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; 
 my eye is wasted from grief; 
 my soul and my body also. 
10For my life is spent with sorrow, 
 and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails because of my iniquity, 
 and my bones waste away. 
11Because of all my adversaries I have become a reproach, 
 especially to my neighbors, 
and an object of dread to my acquaintances; 
 those who see me in the street flee from me. 
12I have been forgotten like one who is dead; 
 I have become like a broken vessel. 
13For I hear the whispering of many— 
 terror on every side!— 
as they scheme together against me, 
 as they plot to take my life. 
14But I trust in you, O LORD; 
 I say, “You are my God.” 
15My times are in your hand; 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors! 
16Make your face shine on your servant; 
 save me in your steadfast love! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Sit 
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Jesus, I Will Ponder Now LSB 440 

 

 

 

 
 

5 If my sins give me alarm 
    And my conscience grieve me, 
Let Your cross my fear disarm; 
    Peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won 
    By Your holy passion. 
If for me He slays His Son, 
    God must have compassion! 

6 Graciously my faith renew; 
    Help me bear my crosses, 
Learning humbleness from You, 
    Peace mid pain and losses. 
May I give You love for love! 
    Hear me, O my Savior, 
That I may in heav’n above 
    Sing Your praise forever. 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
First Reading 1 Kings 10:1–10 

 1Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the 
LORD, she came to test him with hard questions. 2She came to Jerusalem with a very great 
retinue, with camels bearing spices and very much gold and precious stones. And when she 
came to Solomon, she told him all that was on her mind. 3And Solomon answered all her 
questions; there was nothing hidden from the king that he could not explain to her. 4And when 
the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built, 5the food 
of his table, the seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, their clothing, his 



4 

 

cupbearers, and his burnt offerings that he offered at the house of the LORD, there was no more 
breath in her. 
 6And she said to the king, “The report was true that I heard in my own land of your words and 
of your wisdom, 7but I did not believe the reports until I came and my own eyes had seen it. And 
behold, the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity surpass the report that I heard. 
8Happy are your men! Happy are your servants, who continually stand before you and hear your 
wisdom! 9Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and set you on the throne of 
Israel! Because the LORD loved Israel forever, he has made you king, that you may execute 
justice and righteousness.” 10Then she gave the king 120 talents of gold, and a very great 
quantity of spices and precious stones. Never again came such an abundance of spices as 
these that the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading Galatians 2:11–21 
 11But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood 
condemned. 12For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but 
when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. 13And the 
rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by 
their hypocrisy. 14But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I 
said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how 
can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?” 
15We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16yet we know that a person is not 
justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ 
Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of 
the law no one will be justified. 
 17But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ 
then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a 
transgressor. 19For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. 20I have been 
crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live 
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21I do not 
nullify the grace of God, for if justification were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Third Reading John 14:19–24 
 19Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you 
also will live. 20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
21Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves 
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22Judas (not 
Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 
23Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24Whoever does not love me does not 
keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory  LSB 255 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ, the Life of All the Living LSB 420 
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5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 
    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 
    Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 
    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
    I will thank Thee evermore, 
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
    For that last triumphant cry, 
    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

 

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 
    And hast borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, 
    Fully to atone for me; 
Thou didst choose to be tormented 
That my doom should be prevented. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

 
Catechism Reading:  Christian Questions with Their Answers #17-18 

 

P  17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins? 
C  His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; 
Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5. 
  
P  18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? 
C  That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also 
learn from Him to love God and my neighbor. 
 

Sermon “Lifelong Learning in Love”  
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. 
C    Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
P Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let Your holy 

angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be on us always; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

P Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is no 
threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, especially those 
who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them diligence in their watching, 
faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and competence in emergencies. Help 
them to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

P Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. Abide with us and 
with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of the day, at the end of our life, at the 
end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and 
Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and 
temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair, the night when death draws near. 
Abide with us and with all the faithful, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer    
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 258 
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Benediction  LSB 259 

 
Sit 
 

A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438 
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Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness 
for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved 
grace and  

 

DISMISSAL 
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