
  

 
 

As our newsletter series on the parts of the liturgy 
continues, this month we look at the Creed. The English 
word “creed” comes from the Latin word “credo,” which 
means, “I believe.” From that root word, we easily learn that 
a creed is a statement of faith. The Word of God we hear in 
the Scripture readings works faith in our hearts, and we 
respond by confessing the faith He has given us. God 
speaks to us in His Word to tell us who He is, and we speak 
the same thing back to Him and to each other in the Creed, 
confessing the truth that He has first given us. 
 God’s Word calls upon us as Christians in several 
places to confess our faith. In Matthew 16, Jesus asked His 
disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” When Peter 
responded, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” 
Jesus declared him blessed for having spoken the faith he 
had been given by his Heavenly Father (Matthew 16:13-
19). Jesus makes a wonderful promise to those who 
confess their faith in Him: “Everyone who acknowledges me 
before men, I will also acknowledge before my Father who 
is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32). St. Paul echoes these words 
of our Lord when he also writes: “If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the 
heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved” (Romans 10:9-10). St. Peter also 
calls upon us to confess our faith: “In your hearts honor 
Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15). 
 Because God’s Word speaks regularly of the 
importance of confessing the faith, the Church from an early 
time composed written creeds in order to help individual 
Christians easily state the truth of who God is and what He 
has done. There are three ecumenical creeds that our 
church confesses on a regular basis. These creeds are 
“ecumenical” because they state the Christian faith that the 
Church has always believed in every time and every place. 
By confessing one of these historic creeds each week, our 
congregation expresses the unity of faith that we have with 
other Christians throughout history and throughout the 
world (Ephesians 4:4-6). 
 The Apostles’ Creed is the simplest of the three 
creeds. It is named the Apostles’ Creed not because it was 
written by the apostles themselves, but because it simply 
and clearly articulates the faith that the apostles have 
recorded for us in Holy Scripture (Ephesians 2:19-22). The 
Apostles’ Creed originated in the Church as a Baptismal 
creed, that is, a simple way to teach the faith to those who 
were to be baptized.  This is evident still today as the 
Apostles’ Creed is used during the actual rite of Holy 
Baptism. This is also the reason that Martin Luther uses the 
Apostles’ Creed in his Small Catechism. Much of the text 
that we speak today in the Apostles’ Creed goes back to 
the earliest history of the Church, although its precise 
present form probably dates to the eighth century. 

 The Nicene Creed is similarly structured to the 
Apostles’ Creed, but it expands upon many of its concepts. 
It is named the Nicene Creed because it has its origin at the 
Council of Nicaea in AD 325. The controversy at this 
Council dealt primarily with the question of who Jesus is: is 
Jesus truly God in the same sense that the Father is God, 
or is Jesus less than that? The Church there confessed the 
same thing that Holy Scripture teaches by stating in the 
Nicene Creed that Jesus is “God of God, Light of Light, very 
God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.” 
The Nicene Creed is typically associated with the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. In general, the Nicene 
Creed is spoken at services that include the Sacrament of 
the Altar, while the Apostles’ Creed is spoken at services 
that do not (such as Matins or Vespers). Because in our 
congregation we offer Holy Communion every Sunday 
morning, we simply alternate these two creeds so that we 
keep them both close to our hearts. 
 The third and final ecumenical creed is the 
Athanasian Creed. This creed takes its name from the early 
church father Athanasius. Although he may not have written 
it, his teaching certainly played a role in its composition in 
the fourth century. This creed was written in response to 
heresies that arose in the Church against what the Bible 
teaches concerning the Holy Trinity. For that reason, the 
creed spends a great deal of time expounding the truth that 
“we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither 
confusing the persons nor dividing the substance.” The 
creed also very strongly professes that “it is also necessary 
for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the 
incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This creed is much 
longer than the other two and is typically used on Holy 
Trinity Sunday. 
 You may have heard it said, “Confession is good 
for the soul,” referring to our confession of sins. The Creeds 
teach us similarly, “Confession of faith is good for the soul!” 
I pray that as we use these creeds in worship and as we 
use them in our family devotions at home that God blesses 
each of our souls to place our trust even more in Him and to 
make us even more bold to express that trust to the people 
around us. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Appel 

Grace 
 Notes 



February 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 
   10am GLLC 

Chapel 
6pm Midweek Meal   
Bible Classes 

6pm LWML  Pastor Away-
Family Day 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
8:45am Bible Class 
10am Worship/Communion 

 
5:00p Youth Super Bowl Party  

7pm 

 

6pm Community 
Bunco 
7pm Adult 
Confirmation Class 
 

10am GLLC 
Chapel 
6pm Midweek Meal   
Bible Classes 

 Pastor Away-
Family Day 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
8:45am Bible Class 
10am Worship/Communion 
 

7pm 

 
 

9am Pastor Circuit 
Mtg-Warda 
7pm Adult 
Confirmation Class 
 

10am GLLC 
Chapel 
1pm Ministerial 
Alliance 
6pm Midweek Meal   
Bible Classes 

 Pastor Away-
Family Day 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
8:45am Bible Class 
10am Worship/Communion 
ZONE PRESIDENTS LUNCH 
3pm Nursing Home Devotions 

6pm 

 
7pm Evangelism 

7pm Adult 
Confirmation Class 

10am GLLC 
Chapel 
6pm Midweek Meal   
Bible Classes NOON 

Pastor Away-
Family Day 

 

26 27 28     
8:45am Bible Class 
10am Worship/Communion 
11am Brd of Ed 
6:30pm Youth Group 

8am Braille 
5pm Piecemakers 

7pm Adult 
Confirmation Class *MID WEEK SCHEDULE 

6:00p  Mid Week Meal 
6:30p Mid Week Bible Class – All ages 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
308 Byrne Street 
Smithville, TX  78957 
Office Phone:  (512) 237-2108 
Fax Line:         (512) 237-2832 
 

Email address: gracelutheran_church@yahoo.com 

Web Site:         www.glcs.org 
 

Sunday School               8:45 AM 
Midweek Classes           8:45 AM 
Worship Service           10:00 AM 

 
 

Grace Lutheran Learning Center 

401 Wilkes Street 
Smithville, TX  78957 

Office Phone:  512-360-2800 
Fax Number: 512-237-5990 

Email address: gracelutheranlearn@att.net 
We now accept CCMS enrollment 

 

Please feel free to put old or unused toys in our box 

located in the Narthex 

 

Pastor Timothy Appel 
If you need to contact him, his email address is: 
timothyappel@gmail.com and his home phone 
number is 512-237-9664, or contact our Office at 
512-237-2108.  If you are not able to reach either 
number and it is an emergency, contact your Elder. 

(Elders list on bulletin board by the Office)  

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE  
Normal hours are 9 to 2 Mon. – Fri.  If you need any help 
from the office i.e., copying documents, record information, 
info to be put in the bulletin and/or newsletter, etc., please 
feel free to stop by, call, etc.  We are there to provide 
you with whatever you need from the church office.  You may 
also leave a note in the Secretary's box in the Narthex, and 
we will get back with you as soon as possible.  Please let us 
know if you have any questions or suggestions. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Benny Hajdik - 979-540-8437 is driving the Church Van 
for Sunday School and Church Services.  If you need 
transportation, please call by 5:00 pm on Saturday. You 
may leave a message if no one answers. 
 
 
 

Elder(s): 
 

 

Ushers: 

Vince Kaiser 
Jack Page 
 

Chad Catron 
Galen Bunte 

Trustees: Ivan Fritsche 
Ronnie Pietsch 

 

Altar 
Guild: 

Mary Ann Duty 
Toni Ann Kadlecek 

 

 
Organist(s): 

June Parker 
Esther Wolff (Sub) 
Kim Appel (Sub) 

 

   READERS: 
Feb. 5 
Feb. 12 
Feb. 19 
Feb. 26 

Dana Bunte 
Mark Peres 
Jean Miller 
John Stelling 

 

   Acolytes: 
Feb. 5 
Feb. 12 
Feb. 19 
Feb. 26 

Gene Brown & Barrett Watson 
David Wolff & Brenden Kadlecek 
Juniper Smith & Ramon Wolff 
Baylor Watson & Sterling Brown 

 

 
 

Pre-School/ 
Kindergarten 

Mary Lou Oliver/ 
Wendy Rohde 

1
st
/2

nd
 Grades Charles Johannessen 

3
rd

/5
th
 Grades Gene Brown 

6
th
/8

th 
Grades June Parker 

Adult Classes Pastor Appel 
STILL IN NEED OF SUBTITUTE TEACHERS 

 

 
 

MIDWEEK AND CONFIRMATION TEACHERS 
Pre-school - K      Kristen Smiley 
1st – 3rd grade     Alex & Amanda Vanegas 
4th - 6th grade    Kristin Appel (June Parker-sub) 
7th - 8th grade     Pastor Appel 
Adult Class Ed Randle 
 
 

 
 
Please contact Barb 
Johannessen at 512-284-
0199 if you are interested 
in this position 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:gracelutheranlearn@att.net
mailto:timothyappel@gmail.com
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Feb. 16 Kikue & Clarence Hannusch 

Feb. 20 Toni Ann & David Kadlecek 

 Brenda & John Anderson 

Feb. 24 Marilyn & Ed Randle 

Feb. 25 Marlene & Mike Wallace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financials as of Dec. 31
st

, 2016  

Prosperity Checking 16,691.54 

FNB Memorial Fund 2,414.43 

FSB Bazaar Temp Acct 15,763,15 

Prosperity Bazaar MMA 5,538.17 

FNB – Rental Property 4,356.95 

CEF General 2,339.46 

CEF Land/Youth 11,773.61 

(Liability) Annex Loan 85,974.85 

CEF Property Loan 154,114.60 

  
Dedicated Accounts  

GLLC Playground equipment 100.00 

Door Offerings 382.05 

SS Missions 186.00 

Annex Bldg 400.00 

Thrivent 842.00 

Memorial 130.00 

Van Repairs 760.00 

Ded. Misc 2,046.76 

Faith Lutheran HS 1,050.00 

Spcl Missions 20.00 

Total Dedicated Funds 5,916.81 

FVB Checking Account 16,961.54 

Funds available for disbursement 11,044.73 

 

If you are admitted to the hospital, I 
would like to visit you in order to 
share God’s Word and share a prayer 
with you in that difficult time.  As you 
are able please let the church office 
know or ask the hospital to call  the 
church office so that I can best 
minister to you 
Pastor Appel 

 

If your birthday or anniversary does not appear correctly, 
please contact the church office so we can correct our 
files.   Thank you 

 

 

 
 

Feb. 1 Helen Fleck 

Feb. 2 Darrell Campion 

 David Kadlecek, Sr. 

Feb. 3 Micah Deapen 

 Walter Psencik 

Feb. 4 Aaron Kasper 

 JoAnn Nelson 

Feb. 7 Madison Martin 

 Cody Spencer 

Feb. 8 Katherine Benedix 

 Khloe Pietsch 

Feb. 9 Barrett Watson 

Feb. 11 Billie Courtemanche 

 Daniel Kadlecek 

Feb. 12 Bailey Bennight 

 Tammy Campion 

Feb. 13 Jane Bunte 

Feb. 14 Colson Kovar 

Feb. 15 Jerry Fleck 

 Teresa Slusher 

Feb. 17 Elizabeth Penn 

 Paisley Owens 

 Jaysen Swartz 

Feb. 18 Jase Wallace 

Feb. 21 Tammy Teague 

Feb. 22 Ryan Smith 

 Hallie Herschap 

Feb. 23 Rebekka Gwin 

 Alexandria Hernandez 

 David Wolff 

Feb. 24 Kimberly Kunz 

Feb. 25 Justin Teague 

Feb. 26 Kayson Kaiser 

 Ann Schroeder 

 Johnny Schroeder 

Feb. 27 Belinda Mangum 
 

If your birthday or anniversary does not appear 
correctly, please contact the church office so we 
can correct our files.   Thank you. 

 

Wishing these Friends a Happy Birthday! from your 
“Grace” family  

 

May God bless you and keep you always in His 
tender, loving care   
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MIDWEEK MEAL SIGN-UP FALL 2016-2017 
Midweek classes have started up again during this 
Spring 2017 semester. Each week, we provide a light 
meal for the children and adults in attendance. We're 
looking for volunteers to help with this task; individuals, 
families, and groups from the congregation are 
encouraged to sign up on the sheet outside the office in 
the narthex. Thank you for supporting Christian 
education at Grace through this labor of love! 

 

 
The LWML CASSEROLE/BAKE SALE, after Church, 
Sunday, February 5

th
 , Super Bowl Sunday!  Find just 

what you need for lunch!  Proceeds will benefit members 
wishing to attend the Texas District Convention. Come 
and pick up some tasty offerings from the fabulous cooks 
at Grace. We appreciate your support!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, February 5 is the annual Youth Group Super 
Bowl Party hosted at Pastor and Mrs. Appel’s house 
(1416 NE 8th Street). Come on over about 5 PM to enjoy 
watching the game and commercials and spending time 
together as a youth group. Pizza and snacks will be 
provided; we ask that the youth bring a drink to share. All 
youth and parents are welcome to attend; we’d love to 
have you!  
 
 
 

Thanks to your generosity 
the Educational 
Endowment Fund has been 
established!  In order to help 
the fund to continue to grow, 
donations are still welcome 
and encouraged.  Any 
member of Grace Lutheran 

is welcome to make a donation no matter how big or 
how small, everything is appreciated.  
Again THANK YOU EVERYONE!! 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 The ladies of Grace are invited to join us on Thursday, 

February 2. We meet at 6:00 pm. As a Love Offering 

for February, the LWML plans to send a donation to help 
support our missionary family, “The Askins in Asia”.  If 
you would like to contribute to this donation, please see 
Margie Hicks or Billie Courtemanche.  With your help 
and support, the Askins can continue to spread the 
gospel and love of Jesus Christ through their ministry.  
Respectfully requested,  
Billie Courtemanche 

 

“The mission of Lutheran Braille Workers is to bring the 
message of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ to 
individuals who are blind or visually impaired throughout 
the world.”  On the fourth Monday morning of each 
month, several ladies from Grace travel to Giddings for 
Braille workshop.  We are currently in need of 
substitutes.  ALL who are interested or need more 
information, please contact Billie Courtemanche   

 
 
 

Lutheran Witness Magazine price 
for 2017 is $13.65 

 
 

 
 

 
 
We have a few more months 
until we have the quilts 
blessed and packed up 
 
We meet fourth Monday at 
5 in the Sunday school 
building. All are welcome to 
join us. We usually work for 
two hours 
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Reformation 500 Service: February 19 
On Sunday, February 19, we will be having the second 
of our four services celebrating the 500th Anniversary of 
the Reformation (the first was on November 13, 2016). 
Martin Luther died on February 18, 1546, and so our 
service on February 19, 2017 will commemorate this 
event. Just as Luther commended himself into God's 
care before he died, so we still today commend 
ourselves into God's care in life and death, trusting that 
He has saved us through His Son Jesus Christ. Join us 
for this special service as we continue to celebrate the 
500th Anniversary of the Reformation! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Born Again Emporium thanks everyone for their 
support. We appreciate donations of all types and 
welcome garage sale leftover donations 
 

We have purchased some property and look forward to 
having a building which allows us more room than our 
current location. 
 

Thanks to our volunteers. We will be working again in 
March. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We will have the blessing of the quilts on Palm Sunday. 
We still have a few quilt tying opportunities. We will meet 
on Monday, February 27 at 5:00 pm. We meet in the 
Sunday School room. Alley entrance. We are always in 
need of gently used sheets and cotton material. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hello, All!  We are starting our second month of the New 
Year and all is well.  
 

Our curriculum for February is: 
 

THEATER                                LIBRARY                                      
VALENTINES                        DENTIST/DENTAL 
HEALTH 
LETTER: G                               LETTER: R                                    
LETTER: F                              LETTER: O 
NUMBER: 2                            NUMBER: 10                              
NUMBER:  4                          NUMBER: 11  
COLOR:  BLACK                      COLOR:  PINK                             
COLOR:  RED                         COLOR:  WHITE 
SHAPE:  TRIANGLE                 SHAPE: PENTAGON                  
SHAPE:  HEART                    SHAPE:  SQUARE 
PATTERN: ABA                        PATTERN:  ABA                         
PATTERN: AABB                   PATTERN:  AABB 
 

I would like to welcome our new board members and 
thank our other board members for staying with us.   
 

If you are interested in making a donation to GLLC, there 
are yellow envelopes in your envelope box. You can just 
put your donation in the yellow envelope and put it in the 
offering on Sundays. I would like to thank the church 
members for the support they give to GLLC.  We will 
never be able to make you understand how thankful we 
truly are for each of you.  Also, GLLC is accepting gently 
used toys, books, balls, outdoor toys for our playgrounds 
and clothing.  We could also use crayons, glue, 
construction paper, water colors, small paint brushes, 
and other craft items.   
 

I want to thank the Smithville Police Department for 
donating toys to our center.  It was a surprise blessing 
and we are very thankful for their kindness. 
 

GLLC is hiring for the following AFTERNOON positions: 
Toddler Room   (1:00 – 6:30) 
Two Year Old Room  (12:30 – 6:00) and (1:30 – 6:30) 
Four Year Old Room  (1:00 – 6:30) 
MUST be 18 years or older AND have a high school 
diploma or equivalent.  
 

GLLC children will have their Valentine party on 
February 17

th
 at 2:15pm. The children will exchange 

valentines and have cookies, juice, cupcakes, etc. 
They will have an afternoon full of LOVE! 
 

Angel Hurst 
GLLC DIRECTOR 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Members of Grace Lutheran Church, 
 

REMEMBER!!!!! The FIRST Sunday of every month is 
the Sunday School Mission Sunday.  This means that 
the offerings generously given the FIRST Sunday of 
every month will be given to a charity that is chosen by 
the Board of Education.  Please remember to bring your 
offerings to Sunday School each Sunday. (This does 
include the Adult Sunday School Class).  Any child 3 
years old and older is welcome to attend Sunday School 
every Sunday.  We start at 8:45AM.  COME JOIN US!!!! 
 

The Christmas Play was a great success!  Thank you, 
Cheryl, for stepping up and doing such a great job.  The 
Children still request to sing the songs they leaned for 
the play during Sunday School. 
 

The Board would like to remind every member of Grace 
Lutheran Church that we can add to the Endowment 
Fund at any time in any amount.  Remember the Fund 
will be used for the Education of our Youth at Grace 
Lutheran.  It will be used for scholarships to Christian 
Camps as well as to help offset the tuition, for any 
qualifying member, to a Lutheran based school this 
includes higher education levels.  
 

Sunday School is going very well.  Mary Lou Oliver is 
now the official Sunday School Teacher for Pre-k and 
Kindergarten class, with the help of Wendy Rohde and 
Marilyn Randle.   They are doing a great job and would 
like to remind anyone with children 3 and up to bring 
them to Sunday School every Sunday!!! 
 

If anyone has any interest in teaching or substitute 
teaching for any Sunday School Class, please contact 
myself or any Board of Ed Member. 
 

May God Bless all of you. 
 

Respectfully, 
Barb Johannessen 

 
Read through 
the Bible in 2017 
Our congregation 
continues to 
celebrate 500

th
 

Anniversary of the 
Reformation in 
2017 by reading 

through the Bible during the year. A reading plan for the 
month of February is included in this newsletter; these 
readings will also be included in the daily devotion 
suggestions given on the back of the bulletin each week. 
We pray that being in God’s Word daily has been a 
blessing to each and every one who has begun this 
journey in January. Even if you struggled last month or 
didn’t read at all, don’t be afraid to start this month! 
God’s Word is full of blessings for you and for me! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank You from the Appels 

 
Dear members of Grace:  
Thank you for your generous Christmas gift to our family. 
We continue to be overwhelmed by the love that you 
shower upon us throughout the year. We’re overjoyed to 
continue to serve with and among you, looking forward 
to all that our Lord Jesus Christ has in store for us all in 
2017!  
 

In Christ,  
Pastor, Kristin, Benjamin, Noah, and Matthew Appel 

 
 
This year, Ash Wednesday is March 1, beginning the 
penitential forty-day season of Lent that prepares us for 
Holy Week and the Resurrection of our Lord. Each 
Wednesday during Lent (March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; April 5), 
we will have a soup supper at 6 PM followed by a 
worship service at 7 PM. This year’s Lenten midweek 
services will focus on the blessing that our Lord Jesus 
Christ has given us in the Sacrament of the Altar. Make 
plans to join us for these services in the coming weeks 

to grow in the repentance and faith that Jesus has given. 
 
 

 

Save the Date for VBS 2017 
June 4-8 

More info will be out soon! 
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Greetings,  
 
 I am very excited to join the ministry at Faith Lutheran High School.  My family loved the 
closeness, sincerity and family-feel we experienced when we visited the tri-country areas.  We heard so 
many positive things regarding the ministry already started at Faith Lutheran High School and are ecstatic 
to join and further this ministry as we prepare to open in August 2017 with a freshman class.   
 
 I have been fortunate to have been born and raised Lutheran, attending Trinity Lutheran in Alma, 
MO and St. Paul Lutheran High School in Concordia, MO.  I received my bachelor’s degree in Secondary 
Education (Social Sciences) at Concordia University, Seward, NE in 2008.  I also completed the SLED 
program (School Leadership Development) in the summer of 2015. My previous experience includes 
teaching at Christ Lutheran and coaching at Lutheran High School, both of Little Rock, AR from 2008 – 
2010. Since 2010, I have been teaching at Immanuel Lutheran and coaching at Calvary Lutheran High 
School, both of Jefferson City, MO.  
  
 Jonathan attended Faith Lutheran School in Plano, TX, and continued on to receive his 
bachelor’s in Secondary Education (English, PE) from Concordia University, Seward, NE in 2003.  His 
first call was to Martin Luther High School in Queens, NY and served there from 2003 – 2005.  His next 
call was to Lutheran High School in Little Rock, AR and served from 2005 until it closed in 2010.  Since 
2010, he has been teaching and coaching at Calvary Lutheran High School in Jefferson City, MO.   
 
 Together, we have 3 wonderful children and a 4

th
 one on the way. Elijah, in 1

st
 grade, loves 

school, sports and being active.  Benjamin, age 3, is mischievous, energetic, and loves to explore.  
Katrina, age 1, likes to mimic her big brother and tries to do everything just like them.  Baby #4 will arrive 
sometime near March 31.   
 
 Jonathan and I have been fortunate to experience a variety of things in our years of ministry. We 
pray that our experiences and knowledge will allow the ministry already begun at Faith Lutheran High 
School to grow and flourish.  We know that with strong continued community support and faithful 
servants, God will bless the efforts of everyone involved here.  We ask for your continued support and 
prayers for the ministry at Faith Lutheran High School, for our family, Jonathan and I as we prepare to 
move to Texas this summer, and that ultimately, God would continue to bless us all.  Thank you and we 
look forward to meeting you all soon!   
 
In His Service,  
 
Nikki Kueck  
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Voter’s Meeting 
October 16, 2016 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Tim Wolff. 
 

Ed Randle opened with a prayer. 
 

Roll Call:  A sign up sheet was passed around and signed 
by 32 members present. 
 

Receiving New Members:  Ed Randle made a motion to 
accept Kenna Jo Earp by Baptism.  Chad Catron seconded, 
motion carried. 
 

Tommy and Debbie Higgins announced their desire to 
become Voting Members.  They will read the Constitution 
and be voted in at the next meeting they attend.  
 

Chad Catron made a motion to accept the minutes from 
July 10, 2016 regular meeting.  Kristin Appel seconded, 
motion carried. 
 

Financial Secretary  Report was  reviewed.  Ed Randle 
made a motion to approve this report as presented.  Marilyn 
Randle seconded, motion carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  The report was handed out and 
reviewed.  Ed Randle made a motion to accept the report 
as given.  Mary Lou Oliver seconded, motion carried.  
 

Trustee’s Report:  John Stelling reported that the roof is 
finished and they did not overspend what was in the 
contract.  He thanked Roy Flora for being the contact 
person on that project.  Cleaning services are going well.  
He thanked David Kadlecek for mowing the grounds weekly 
out of the kindness of his heart.  They have repaired a few 
issues at the Zimmerhanzel rent property and are working 
on replacing ceiling tiles in the church and parish hall.  
Chad Catron made a motion to accept the report.  Gene 
Brown seconded, motion carried. 
 

Elders:  Ed Randle reported that the Elders met and that 
since Christmas is on a Sunday this year there will be one 
service at 9:00 a.m. and no Sunday school that day.  They 
are working on 4 special services in 2017 for the 500 year 
anniversary of the Reformation.  Advent services need 
hosts for the soup supper’s.  Mary Lou made a motion to 
approve report as presented. Barbara Pauley seconded, 
motion carried.  
 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Appel’s report was handed out and 
reviewed and listed all the events that are coming up.  He 
reported that he, Sandy Kadlecek, Carol Wood and 6 youth 
group members attended the Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans.  He was pleased to announce that he plans to stay 
at Grace Lutheran.  He plans to use this as a springboard to 
discuss what we have done well and what we still have to 
do.  2017 will be a great opportunity for us to celebrate 
Jesus thru the 500

th
 anniversary of the Reformation and 

why it is important to us.  There will be 4 special services 
beginning on November 13, 2016 with the celebration of 
Martin Luther’s Birthday.  Ed Randle made a motion to 
accept the report.  Mary Lou Oliver seconded, motion 
carried.  
 

Sunday School Superintendent/Board of Education:  Mary 
Lou Oliver reported that they still need a Sunday school 
teacher for Pre-K.  Gene Brown made a motion to accept 
the report.  Chad Catron seconded, motion carried.  
 

 
 

 
 
GLLC:  Ed Randle reported that they lost afterschool 
children and half of the 4 year olds to the free afterschool 
program that the school provides.  They are down to 55-60 
kids instead of 80.  The have cut back on employees and 
are down to the bare minimum of teachers.  They are 
cutting costs where they can.  Gene Brown made a motion 
to accept the report.  Mary Lou Oliver  seconded, motion 
carried.  
 

Evangelism:  Tommy Higgins report that they sent 
postcards to all VBS attendees.  They were overwhelmed 
with the response received when requested old Portals of 
Prayers.  The Federal Prison does not want them at this 
time however he spoke to the Chaplain at a woman’s prison 
in Lockhart and they took approximately 125 of them.  He 
thanked everyone for their responses.  Trunk or Treat—
they will finalize plans at their meeting tomorrow night and 
inform us in church next Sunday.  Ed Randle made a 
motion to accept the report.  Marilyn Randle seconded, 
motion carried. 
 

LWML:  Billie Courtemanche reported on the things the 
LWML has done.  In November we will have a guest 
speaker from LINC, Austin and we have invited all women 
from Grace and all ladies from the Post Oak Zone.  We will 
also host the LWML Zone Presidents on Sunday November 
13

th
.  John Stelling made a motion to accept the report.  

Mary Lou Oliver seconded, motion carried. 
 

LLL:  Ed Randle reported the men cooked the beans for the 
Camp Lone Star BBQ on July 31

st
.  They had a successful 

fish fry and he encouraged all men to join their group.  Mary 
Lou Oliver made a motion to accept the report.  Barbara 
Pauley seconded, motion carried. 
 

Bazaar:  A report was handed out for the 2016 Bazaar with 
discussion on the Bazaar and whether to continue to have it 
or not.  Tommy and Debbie Higgins discussed the way 
things are done.  They brought up several points that need 
to be addressed.  Pastor Appel stated that we need to be 
willing to listen to what folks say about the bazaar. Ed 
Randle made a motion to accept the report.  Gene Brown 
seconded,  motion carried. 
 

Unfinished Business:  None 
 

New Business:  A.)  Bazaar Funds—After discussing this 
issue, Gene Brown made a motion to  disburse 12% of the 
profit with ½ of that going to the Smithville Volunteer Fire 
Department and ½ going to Faith Lutheran High School.  
Kim Appel seconded, motion carried.  John Stelling made a 
motion to designate $8000 of the Bazaar profit to GLLC and 
the remaining balance of funds go the the Annex loan.  Ed 
Randle seconded, motion carried.  
 

B.)  Nominating Committee—Tim Wolff appointed Pastor 
Appel, Mary Lou Oliver, Rose Pietsch, Ed Randle, Gene 
Brown and himself to the Nominating Committee.    
 

Gene Brown made a motion to adjourn.  Ed Randle 
seconded, motion carried. 
 

The Voter’s closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rose Pietsch
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Voter’s Meeting 

Election of Officers/Budget 
December 21, 2016 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Tim Wolff. 
 
Pastor Appel opened with prayer. 
 
Roll Call:  A sign up sheet was passed around and signed by 27 members present. 
 
Nancy Fritsche made a motion to accept Mark and Margie Peres as Voting Members.  Gene 
Brown seconded, motion carried. 
 
Ballots were handed out for the Grace Lutheran Learning Center positions.  A slate of 7 people 
were on the ballot.  The Voters were instructed to vote for 4 people.  The top 3 highest votes will 
take the 3 year terms and the 4

th
 highest will take the 1 year term, made available upon the 

resignation of Victoria Seaton.   
 
The votes were counted and the following people were elected: 
 
Kayla Hershap, Tim Wolff and Cathy Smith elected for a 3 year term and Brenda Page elected for 
a 1 year term. 
 
A slate of the remaining proposed officers was handed out to the Voters.  Ed Randle  made a 
motion to accept the remaining slate of officers by acclamation.  Philip Appel seconded, motion 
carried.  
 
Discussion was held on the proposed budget.  Tim Wolff presented the numbers of collections for 
2016 and expenses.  Several adjustments were proposed.   
 
Gene Brown made a motion to accept the 2017 Budget as amended.  Philip Appel seconded, 
motion carried.  
 
M. W. Kasper made a motion to adjourn.  Gene Brown seconded, motion carried.  
 
The Voter’s closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rose Pietsch 
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Read Through the Bible in 2017 
Grace Lutheran Church, Smithville, TX 

 

 “God’s Word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever!” Celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation by reading through the Bible in 2017. These same readings can be found on the back of 
your Sunday bulletin every week. (Note: On days listed as “OFF,” consider re-reading something from earlier in the 

week or making up a day that you might have missed.) 
 

Readings for the Month of February 
 

February 1  John 17 Isaiah 12-16 

February 2  John 18  Isaiah 17-21 

February 3  Proverbs 3:1-12  Psalms 19-20 

February 4  OFF   

February 5  John 19:1-27  Isaiah 22-25 

February 6  John 19:28-42  Isaiah 26-28 

February 7  John 20-21 Isaiah 29-32 

February 8  Romans 1  Isaiah 33-36 

February 9  Romans 2  Isaiah 37-39 

February 10  Proverbs 3:13-26  Psalms 21-23 

February 11  OFF   

February 12  Romans 3 Isaiah 40-42 

February 13  Romans 4 Isaiah 43-45 

February 14  Romans 5 Isaiah 46-49 

February 15  Romans 6-7 Isaiah 50-54 

February 16  Romans 8 Isaiah 55-58 

February 17  Proverbs 3:27-35 Psalms 24-27 

February 18  OFF  

February 19  Romans 9 Isaiah 59-63 

February 20  Romans 10 Isaiah 64-66 

February 21  Romans 11 Exodus 1-3 

February 22  Romans 12 Exodus 4:1-6:12 

February 23 Romans 13 Exodus 6:13-8:32 

February 24  Proverbs 4:1-19 Psalms 28-31 

February 25  OFF   

February 26  Romans 14:1-15:13 Exodus 9-11 

February 27  Romans 15:14-33 Exodus 12-14 

February 28  Romans 16 Exodus 15-16 

 

 
This Reformation Reading Plan has been provided by the Michigan District, LCMS through their Here We Stand Campaign. 

 


