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In last month’s “Ask the Pastor,” we began to
look at the question, “Why should I go to church?” In
September, we saw how the Bible answered the
question this way: “I should go to church in order to find
rest in the Lord and His Word.” This month, we’ll see
how the Bible answers the question this way: “I should
go to church in order to be with fellow Christians.”
God never intended for His Christians to be
alone. In Genesis 2:18, Moses writes: “Then the LORD
God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I
will make a helper fit for him.” God did as He had
promised; He gave Eve to Adam so that they would not
be alone. In so doing, God created marriage as a gift for
one man and one woman for life, He created family as a
gift for fathers and mothers and sons and daughters, and
He created society as a gift for families together.
All of this comes together in the Church, those
who trust in Christ alone for salvation. In the Church,
men and women, husbands and wives, sons and
daughters, families and friends are not alone. We are
together with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In
creating His Church, God never intended for us to be
Christians alone. He intended for us to be Christians
together.
This was the pattern of worship in the Old
Testament. God’s people did not simply say their
prayers privately. They gathered together at the
tabernacle and the temple on regular occasions. Notice
how King David rejoices in the gathering of the Church in
Psalm 122:1: “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us
go to the house of the LORD!” Take a look at Psalm 136.
It’s not hard to imagine the priest and the congregation
singing it responsively verse by verse.
The norm of Christians gathering together for
worship continues into the New Testament. Jesus began
His ministry by gathering disciples together. Right after
Jesus’ ascension, Christians were already gathering
together for worship. Acts 2:42 is quite helpful: “And they
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”
Numerous other passages could be given as
conclusive evidence that God’s people have been
gathering together for worship from the very beginning.
Why is this the case? Consider Hebrews 10:23-25: “Let
us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering,
for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how
to stir up one another to love and good works, not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see
the Day drawing near.” Notice how many good things
God accomplishes for us by gathering us together as His
Church. The Church gathered together is stronger than
any individual Christian alone. Gathered together, we
are strengthened in our confession of the truth and
encouraged for our walk in good works.
Think also of 1 Corinthians 12. Here, St. Paul
expounds upon the truth that the Church is the Body of
Christ. This very title for the Church indicates that the
Church must be together physically. My body won’t work
all that well if my members are not together physically.
The same is true for the Body of Christ. The Church
won’t function as God intended if the members are not
together physically, receiving together the very Body of
Christ in the Sacrament that truly unites us together as
the Body of Christ. So many passages from this chapter
could be quoted here, but verse 26 is particularly full of
comfort: “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if
one member is honored, all rejoice together.”
So many in our culture seem to think that they
can make it alone. Christians have not been immune
from applying this worldly thinking to their Christian faith,
imagining that Christianity is all about “me and Jesus.”
However, that isn’t the picture of Christianity that the
Bible gives. To be a Christian isn’t just you and Jesus.
To be a Christian is to be with Jesus as a member of His
Church—and what great blessing there is for us in the
Church! Here we gather to be joined together by Christ’s
Body as members of His Body who strengthen and
encourage one another both in sorrow and joy. We need
each other as members of the Body of Christ. That’s why
we should come to church!
In Christ,
Pastor Appel
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Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

7pm Elders

8

9

5pm Piecemakers
7pm LLL

9am Pastor Circuit
Mtg-Warda

15

16

14
8:45am Bible Class
10am
Worship/Communion
Voters Mtg/Potluck
after service
6:30pm Youth Group

6pm GLLC Mtg
7pm Evangelism

21
8:45am Bible Class
10am
Worship/Communion
3pm Nursing Home
Devotions

28
8:45am Bible Class
10am
Worship/Communion
11am Brd of Ed
6:30pm Youth Group

3
10am GLLC Chapel
MIDWEEK
SCHEDULE
(see below)

7
8:45am Bible Class
10am
Worship/Communion

Thu

22

10
10am GLLC Chapel
MIDWEEK
SCHEDULE
(see below)

17
10am GLLC Chapel
1pm Ministerial
Alliance
MIDWEEK
SCHEDULE
(see below)

23

8am Braille

24
10am GLLC Chapel
MIDWEEK
SCHEDULE
(see below)

29

30

Fri
4

6pm LWML

Sat
5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

Pastor AwayFamily Day

11
11am-Bible Study

Pastor AwayFamily Day

18
11am-Bible Study

Pastor AwayFamily Day

25
11am-Bible Study
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE/NOON

Pastor AwayFamily Day

31
Reformation Day
10am GLLC Chapel
5:30pm Midweek
Classes
6pm- Trunk or Treat

*MID WEEK SCHEDULE
6:00p Mid Week Meal
6:30p Mid Week Bible Class – All ages

Grace Lutheran Church
308 Byrne Street
Smithville, TX 78957
Office Phone: (512) 237-2108
Fax Line:
(512) 237-2832
Email address: gracelutheransmithville@gmail.com
Web Site:
www.glcs.org
Sunday School
Midweek Classes
Worship Service

8:45 AM
8:45 AM
10:00 AM

Grace Lutheran Learning Center
401 Wilkes Street
Smithville, TX 78957
Office Phone: 512-360-2800
Fax Number: 512-237-5990
Email address: gracelutheranlearn@att.net
We now accept CCMS enrollment
Please feel free to put old or unused toys in our box
located in the Narthex

Pastor Timothy Appel
If you need to contact him, his email address is:
timothyappel@gmail.com and his home phone
number is 512-237-9664, or contact our Office at
512-237-2108. If you are not able to reach either
number and it is an emergency, contact your Elder.
(Elders list on bulletin board by the Office)
CHURCH OFFICE
Normal hours are 9 to 2 Mon. – Fri. If you need any help
from the office i.e., copying documents, record information,
info to be put in the bulletin and/or newsletter, etc., please
feel free to stop by, call, etc. We are there to provide
you with whatever you need from the church office. You may
also leave a note in the Secretary's box in the Narthex, and
we will get back with you as soon as possible. Please let us
know if you have any questions or suggestions.

Benny Hajdik - 979-540-8437 is driving the Church Van
for Sunday School and Church Services. If you need
transportation, please call by 5:00 pm on Saturday. You
may leave a message if no one answers.

Elder(s):

Jack Page
Vince Kaiser

Ushers:

Bert Bunte
M. W. Kasper

Trustees:

Tommy Oates
Ronnie Pietsch

Oct. Altar Guild:
Marilyn Burns
Mary Lou Oliver

Readers:
Bernie Satterwhite
Rowan James
Rowan James
Dana Bunte

Oct. 7
Oct. 14
Oct. 21
Oct. 28
Oct. 7
Oct. 14
Oct. 21
Oct. 28

Organist(s):
June Parker
Esther Wolff (Sub)
Kim Appel (Sub)

Acolytes:
Joshua Zimmerhanzel & Thomas Brown
Mackenzie Peres & David Wolff
Baylor Watson & Juniper Smith
Marianna Peres & Adrian Wolff

Pre-School/
Kindergarten
st nd
1 /2 Grades
rd th
3 /5 Grades
th th
6 /8 Grades
Adult Classes

Mary Lou Oliver/
Wendy Rohde
Charles Johannessen
Gene Brown
June Parker
Pastor Appel

STILL IN NEED OF SUBTITUTE TEACHERS

Please contact Barb Johannessen at 512-284-0199 if
you are interested in this position
MIDWEEK AND CONFIRMATION TEACHERS
Pre-school - K
Kim Appel
1st – 3rd grade
Tim & Ester Wolff
4th - 6th grade
Kristin Appel (June Parker-sub)
7th - 8th grade
Pastor Appel
Adult Class
Ed Randle

Oct. 2
Oct. 15
Oct. 20
Oct. 22

Tammy & Doug Teague
Barbara & Steve Pauley
Rose & Ronnie Pietsch

Keatyn Becker
Charlotte Metzler

Oct. 3

Kaylee Claiborne
Alice Pearcy

Oct. 4

Frances Pool
Heath Seaton II

Oct. 7

Brenda Anderson
Kristin Appel
Corbin Davis
Kikue Hannusch
Kolten Langer

th

As of September 30 , 2017
Name
Balance
Prosperity Checking Acct
30,880.99
CEF-General
2,378.00
CEF-Land/Youth
11,966.00
CEF Scholarship
12,113.00
CEF Property Loan
142,627.00
CEF Annex Loan
36,420.00
Total Dedicated Funds
11,712.00
General Fund Balance
19,168.99

If your birthday or anniversary does not appear
correctly, please contact the church office so we
can correct our files. Thank you.
May God bless you and keep you always in His
tender, loving care

Oct. 8

Milly Cheak
Nickolas Claiborne
Sherri McCullough
Abigail Vanegas

Oct. 9

Juanita Bertsch
Kathy Kasper
Alex Vanegas

Oct. 11

Linda Read
Marlene Wallace

Oct. 12

Jimmy Davis

Oct. 13

Madeline Moore
Andrea Oates

Oct. 16

Joshua Phillips

Oct. 19

CathySmith

Oct. 20

George Helmcamp
Davey Kadlecek, Jr

There is a plastic container in
the Narthex for collection of
used bulletins & white printed
papers to be recycled at the
Smithville Recycling facility. If
there are any questions please
ask Katie or John Stelling for
info

Keegan Langer
Barbara Pauley
Oct. 21

Don Young

Oct. 22

Nancy Young

Oct. 23

Daniel Robinson

Oct. 26

Marilyn Randle
Rowan James

If you are admitted to the hospital, I
would like to visit you in order to share
God’s Word and share a prayer with
you in that difficult time. As you are
able please let the church office know
or ask the hospital to call the church
office so that I can best minister to
you. Pastor Appel

Oct. 31

Melissa Brown
Michael Langer
Zoey Wendland

Wishing these Friends a Happy Birthday! from your
“Grace” family

Even though the 500th
Anniversary of the
Reformation has passed,
the importance of daily
Scripture reading in our
lives has not changed! In
order to encourage you to
read from God’s Word daily, the reading plan that will
guide you through the entire Bible in a year will continue
to be published in the newsletter each month during
2018. We pray that being in God’s Word daily will be the
blessing to you that our God has promised!
We meet each month to tie quilts
for Lutheran World Relief. We
meet the 4th Monday in the
Sunday School building alley
entrance. We usually work until
about 7. All are welcome. Join us
as you are able
th
Our next session is September 24 at 5pm.

Thanks to everyone who signed the comfy quilt! I am
looking forward to using it for many years to come. Your
thoughtful gift means so much to me. Thank you for
your friendship and support over the years. Your
kindness constantly reminds me how grateful I am to be
a member of Grace. God’s blessings to all!

Billie Courtemanche
Thanks you for your
generous donations.
We were able to give
back to the community
again this quarter.
Thank you to the volunteers who came to help last week.
We appreciate each of you.
Our next scheduled dates are November 5 through. The
10th. Come and join us as you are able. We partner with
the Presbyterians and we also share lunch.
The store will be closed the week of November 19
through 24 for Thanksgiving.

Grace Lutheran Learning Center Fundraiser
Grace Lutheran Learning Center is hosting a chicken
fried steak meal fundraiser on Sunday, October 28.
Meals will be available as to-go plates after church. In
order to help the fundraiser be as successful as
possible, the GLLC Board is asking members of the
congregation to donate toward the cost of food. A sign
up sheet has been placed in the narthex so that you can
sign up. Thanks for your support of this important
ministry of our congregation!

We are all volunteer. We do have someone sweep
and.mop one day per week which is paid. The others
volunteer their time and talents. We never know what the
next donations will bring.

We meet at noon in the Parish hall. We have a lite meal.
All our welcome to join us for a spirited game of train. If
you don't know how to play--not a problem. We will help.
We play for the fellowship and don't play for points

Here is another weekday opportunity for you to gather
with fellow Christians here at Grace and study God’s
Word! Pastor Appel is leading a Bible study on the Small
Catechism from 11 AM-Noon every Thursday morning in
the parish hall. Come and refresh your memory on
everything you learned as a youth during confirmation
classes. Bring your Bible and your Small Catechism; if
you don’t have either one of those items, please let
Pastor know and he’ll be glad to get you one! If you have
any questions, please see Pastor Appel.

Happy Fall, y’all!! We welcome the cooler weather and thank
God for the wonderful rain we have received.
LWML will have their regular monthly meeting on Thursday,
October 4tht at 6:00 p.m. Hostesses are Milly Cheak and Mary
Lou Oliver and the Bible study will be given by Pastor Appel.
LWML Sunday will be celebrated on October 7 th where we
will Serve the Lord with Gladness by participating in the
worship service.

Dear Members of Grace Lutheran Church,
REMEMBER!!!!! The FIRST Sunday of every month is
Sunday School Mission Sunday. Our Sunday School
Mission for this quarter is The Refuge Rescue Ranch in
Bastrop, for young girls who have fallen victim to human
trafficking of all types. Please remember to give
generously the first Sunday of every month to help
support this great cause.
CHALLENGE
As most of you heard the Board of Ed is challenging the
adults against the youth to see who will read their Bible
the most and who pays attention to the readings on
Sundays. There will be a question in the bulletin every
Sunday (relating to one of the readings from the
previous Sunday). I know you take your bulletin home
and study it faithfully. Please answer the questions and
place the answer in the basket on the table designated
for the answers. We would like to encourage everyone
to study their bible and to have fun at the same time.
Anyone can participate no matter your age!!! If you have
any questions please feel free to ask a Board member.
We will also be putting in the bulletin the answer to the
previous question along with results of the competition.
We look forward to having fun with this in the future. If
you have and questions or suggestions please feel free
to contact a board member.
It is becoming the time of year that we all seem to
become very busy with all types of engagements and
responsibilities of the Holiday Season. Christmas is fast
approaching and that means it is a wonderful time for us
to remember what Christmas means and what our true
responsibility should be. With out CHRIST we would not
have the lives that we live and take for granted. The
Board of Education would like everyone to stop and think
about what this time of year is supposed to represent,
and we hope that as we starting preparing for annual
CHRISTmas play, you will join us in teaching our
younger members of the Church the true meaning of
CHRISTmas. We look forward to the 2018 CHRISTmas
season and the celebration of out Lord and Savior.
Marylou Oliver is responsible for cleaning out the busy
bags and getting them ready each week for the young
children of our congregation to enjoy during Sunday
Service. This is a job she takes seriously and gladly
donates her time towards. We are missing about 5 busy
bags if anyone knows the where they are hiding will you
please ask them to come back to their basket so that
there will be plenty for everyone on Sunday mornings.
If anyone has any interest in teaching or substitute
teaching for any Sunday School Class, please contact
myself or any Board of Ed Member.
May God Bless all of you.
Respectfully,
Barb Johannessen

Every One His Witness Workshop
The Evangelism Committee is sponsoring an outreach
workshop for our congregation called “Every One His
Witness.” The Every One His Witness evangelism
program considers the real-world context in which
Lutherans find themselves as witnesses of Jesus Christ.
It puts sound doctrine into practical action for sharing the
faith with the people whom God has placed alongside
His witnesses in their everyday lives. Join us on
Saturday, November 10 from 8:30-3:30 to learn more
about sharing Jesus with your family, friends, and
neighbors. Lunch is included; please sign up in the
narthex for our planning purposes. If you have any
questions, please talk to Pastor Appel.
The Evangelism Committee is
sponsoring our 3rd Annual
Trunk-or-Treat on Wednesday,
October 31, from 6-8 PM. Due
to a lot of positive feedback
from last year, we're planning
on hosting the event inside
again. This event provides a
simple and safe way for parents to take their kids out on
Halloween and gives our congregation an opportunity to
be active in our community, interacting with our friends
and neighbors who need to hear the good news about
Jesus. If you plan to participate, please sign up on the
sheet that has been provided in the narthex. Participants
should plan to decorate a table and hand out candy; you
are welcome to dress up in your own (non-scary)
costume, if you'd like. We are also receiving donations of
candy that participants can hand out in addition to what
they bring. If you'd like to donate in this manner, please
bring bags of individually wrapped candy and place them
in the box in the narthex. Thanks for your participation in
this fun event!

Two Germany Trip Opportunities in 2020
In addition to the Germany tour being led by Pastor
Obersat from Manheim in May 2020 (brochures for this
trip are available in the narthex), another nearby pastor
is leading a Germany tour in July 2020. If this fits your
schedule better, please note the following
information: Join Pastor Mark & Connie Barz on a trip to
Germany in July 2020 to visit sites and cities in the life of
Martin Luther and of the Reformation and to attend the
world-renown Passion Play (only presented every ten
years). This 11-day tour will be a time to learn, to
discover, to worship, and to enjoy fellowship and
friendship in Christ. We invite you to a Presentation and
Conversation on Friday, October 26, from 12:30 to 2:00
pm or from 6:00 to 7:30 pm. We’ll meet at Crown of Life
Lutheran Church (19291 Stone Oak Parkway, 78258).
To request more information on this July trip, call or email at 210-413-8077 or pastor@crownoflifesa.org.

Faith Lutheran High School of Central Texas seeks to engage young adults in a Christ-centered
environment where faith and knowledge grow as one.

HOME OF THE FALCONS!
Registration
Registration for the 2018-2019 school year is on-going.
Check out FLHS!! You can receive registration
materials by calling (979) 242-2889 or visiting our
website at www.faithlutheranhighschool.com .
5th and 6th Grade Game Night
FLHS will be hosting our first ever game night for 5th
and 6th grade students on Friday, October 12th, from
6:00 pm until 9:00 pm at Faith Lutheran High School.
We will have lots of food, fun and games, and
fellowship! Please join us!
Oktoberfest
FLHS will be hosting a family-friendly event on
Saturday, October 27th. Lots of games, food and
activities will be available. See attached flyer for more
information.
Thank you!
There have been so many people, organizations, groups
and churches who have contributed to the success and
growth of FLHS over the last few months - through
donations of books, wish list items, monetary donations,
Opening Service gifts, and so much more. We are so
incredibly thankful! THANK YOU!!
Yard Signs Available
Show your support of FLHS by placing a sign in your
yard. New single sided signs are now available. There
is no cost to you to obtain one! Come by and pick one
up today! (*Donations are accepted to offset cost.)
Shadow Days
Shadow days are a great opportunity for prospective
students to follow us for a day and experience what
FLHS is all about. Parents, call us today at (979)
242-2889 to set up a shadow day for your child.
Scholarship Program
Have you ever had this thought? "Faith Lutheran High
School sounds great, but my family can't afford it." We
firmly believe that EVERY family desiring a
Christ-centered education for their children should have
the opportunity to attend FLHS. We have a Tuition
Scholarship Program with funds available, and EVERY
family who applies (through TADS) will receives some
assistance. We'll do everything in our power to make
sure that money isn't the reason you don't choose FLHS.

Thrivent Action Team Grants
If you are a Thrivent member willing to submit an
application for a $250 grant to be used on projects at
Faith, please contact Nikki Kueck by calling
(979)242-2889. Help us to be able to take advantage of
these funds for the good of our school. *We are
currently looking to utilize Action Grants to offset
expenses associated with Oktoberfest!
Share the Gift of Love
Faith Lutheran High School has a unique role in
combining knowledge and God’s love in a student’s high
school experience. We are partnering with families at the
intersection of education and faith development. If you
would like to support our ministry through a one-time
or enduring gift, Thrivent Action Grant, or volunteer
your time and talents, please contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck.
Keep in Touch
Find and follow us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube or
Twitter - like and share our posts so others can learn
about FLHS. Also, visit our website at
www.faithlutheranhighschool.com.!

2018-2019 MIDWEEK DATES
The following Wednesdays are the dates for our midweek classes this year. Our regular midweek schedule
consists of a light meal at 6:00 PM, followed by classes for all ages from 6:30-7:30. Dates marked with an
asterisk (*) occur during Advent and Lent, when we have midweek worship services at 7 PM. During these two
seasons of the Church Year, midweek classes will begin at 5:30 PM and end at 6:15 PM so that parents and
children still have the opportunity to eat at the soup suppers before services. Please note that there will also be
an adjusted midweek schedule on October 31 in coordination with our congregation’s Trunk-or-Treat; please
watch for further announcements in bulletins and newsletters.
Sharon Reinberg will once again be coordinating and cooking midweek meals. Contributions are needed to
assist with the cost; please designate your offering toward midweek meals and bring it to the office during the
week or place it in the plate on Sunday morning. Please plan to participate in our midweek classes this year; it
is an excellent opportunity for all of us to grow together in a deeper understanding and appreciation of our
Christian faith.

2018
October 3, 2018

*October 31, 2018

*December 5, 2018

October 10, 2018

November 7, 2018

*December 12, 2018

October 17, 2018

November 14, 2018

*December 19, 2018

October 24, 2018

November 28, 2018

2019
January 9, 2019

February 6, 2019

*March 6, 2019

*April 10, 2019

January 16, 2019

February 13, 2019

*March 13, 2019

April 24, 2019

January 23, 2019

February 20, 2019

*March 27, 2019

May 1, 2019

January 30, 2019

February 27, 2019

*April 3, 2019

The 2018 Bazaar Committee would like to thank all of you who helped make the Bazaar a
success!! We absolutely could not do it without everyone pitching in!!
Preliminary (and actual “DAY OF”) totals are:
Meal Tickets:
Extra Food Sales:
Raffle :
Games:
Drink Sales:
Beer (Free Will):
Country Store:
Cake Wheel:
Auction:
Total:

$ 7,900.00
$ 608.73
$ 2,522.00
$ 192.50
$ 208.00
$ 358.85
$ 716.04
$ 324.59
$12,676.50
$25,507.21

We still have donations to add and bills to pay. As soon as we have a complete figure we will
let you all know.
We thank and praise God for beautiful weather, a great crowd and all of you who volunteered so
much of your time and talents to make this a success!!

Read Through the Bible in 2018
Grace Lutheran Church, Smithville, TX
“God’s Word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever!” Continue your daily Bible reading during
2018. God’s blessings for you in His Word abound! (Note: On days listed as “OFF,” consider re-reading
something from earlier in the week or making up a day that you might have missed.)

Readings for the Month of October
October 1
October 2
October 3
October 4
October 5
October 6
October 7
October 8
October 9
October 10
October 11
October 12
October 13
October 14
October 15
October 16
October 17
October 18
October 19
October 20
October 21
October 22
October 23
October 24
October 25
October 26
October 27
October 28
October 29
October 30
October 31

1 Thessalonians 4-5
2 Thessalonians 1
2 Thessalonians 2-3
1 Timothy 1-2
1 Timothy 3-4
Proverbs 21:23-22:16
OFF
1 Timothy 5:1-6:2
1 Timothy 6:3-21
2 Timothy 1-2
2 Timothy 3-4
Titus 1
Proverbs 22:17-23:16
OFF
Titus 2-3
Philemon
Mark 1
Mark 2:1-17
Mark 2:18-3:19
Proverbs 23:17-24:7
OFF
Mark 3:20-35
Mark 4
Mark 5
Mark 6:1-29
Mark 6:30-56
Proverbs 24:8-34
OFF
Mark 7
Mark 8:1-21
Mark 8:22-9:13

Job 34-37
Job 38
Job 39-42
Ecclesiastes 1-3
Ecclesiastes 4-7
Psalms 117-118
Ecclesiastes 8-12
Song of Songs 1-4
Song of Songs 5-8
Jeremiah 1-4
Jeremiah 5-6
Psalms 119:1-40
Jeremiah 7-9
Jeremiah 10-12
Jeremiah 13-15
Jeremiah 16-19
Jeremiah 20-22
Psalm 119:41-80
Jeremiah 23-25
Jeremiah 26-28
Jeremiah 29-31
Jeremiah 32-33
Jeremiah 34-36
Psalm 119:81-120
Jeremiah 37-39
Jeremiah 40-44
Jeremiah 45-47

