Grace
Notes
This month in our newsletter series on the
Divine Service, we examine the Hymn of Praise. This
part of the liturgy follows directly after the Kyrie. In the
Kyrie, we pray, “Lord, have mercy,” and based on His
promises in Holy Scripture (e.g. Mark 5:19), we know
that He does. We know that Jesus Christ has answered
our prayer for mercy, and so we immediately begin to
praise Him for His goodness. After the “Amen” of the
Kyrie, we can’t help but break forth into singing the
Hymn of Praise The next time you’re in worship, notice
how there is no musical introduction to the Hymn of
Praise; we simply begin singing for joy in the Lord!
Traditionally, the Hymn of Praise is the Gloria in
Excelsis. As was the case with the Kyrie, this title is
simply the Latin for the first words of the song: “Glory in
the highest!” These words begin to shift our mood from
the somber contemplation of the Kyrie to the joyful
celebration of the Hymn of Praise. As we sing, “Glory to
God in the highest,” the familiarity of these words rings in
our ears. Not only do we know these words from singing
them regularly in worship, but we also know these words
from the story of Christmas. Remember what the angels
sang to the shepherds that first Christmas night: “Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those
with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:14) Once again, the
liturgy puts the very Word of God onto our lips and into
our hearts. As we sing the Gloria in Excelsis, we join
with all the heavenly host to praise our Father for the gift
of His Son Jesus Christ. He is the One who takes away
the sin of the world, the One who receives our prayer,
the One who sits at God’s right hand, the One who is
holy, the One who reigns with the Father and the Holy
Spirit forever and ever!
Although the Gloria in Excelsis has a longer
history, it is not the only option for the Hymn of Praise.
More recently, the hymn, “This Is the Feast,” has
become a very well-known and loved Hymn of Praise in
many Lutheran congregations. You won’t be surprised to
learn that the words of this hymn are also drawn directly
from God’s Word. In Revelation 5:12, John hears the
angels in heaven singing: “Worthy is the Lamb who was
slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honor and glory and blessing!” In Revelation
5:13, every creature joins in the praise and sings:

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be
blessing and honor and glory and might forever and
ever!” Not only does this hymn enable us to sing the
Word of God, but it also enables us to sing now the
words that we will be singing for all eternity in Christ’s
nearer presence—amazing!
How do we decide which Hymn of Praise to use
on a given Sunday? Because “This Is the Feast”
includes numerous “Alleluias” and incorporates language
that celebrates Jesus’ victory in His death and
resurrection, we especially use it during the season of
Easter. Because the Gloria in Excelsis was first sung
when Jesus was born, we especially use it during the
seasons of Christmas and Epiphany. During the seasons
of Advent and Lent, we normally omit the Hymn of
Praise—not because we stop praising our Lord during
those times, but in keeping with the penitential and
preparatory nature of those seasons. Just think how
joyous it is to once again sing “Alleluia!” on Easter after
omitting it for the forty days of Lent! Finally, during the
long season after Pentecost, we normally alternate
between the two in order to keep both fresh in our
minds.
What joy is ours to praise the one true God in
the Hymn of Praise each week! He is our Creator, our
Redeemer, and our Comforter, and so we sing our
praises to Him with the whole Church on earth and in
heaven—not only now, but for all eternity!
In Christ,
Pastor Appel
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8:45am Bible Class
LWML Sunday
10am Worship/Communion

3
7pm Elders

9
8:45am Bible Class
10am Worship/Communion
6:30pm Youth Group
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8:45am Bible Class
10am Worship/Communion
11am Brd of Ed
6:30pm Youth Group
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10am GLLC
Chapel
*MID WEEK
SCHEDULE (see
below)
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6pm
7pm Evangelism

24

20
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21

22

28

29

Pastor AwayFamily Day

26
10am GLLC
Chapel
*MID WEEK
SCHEDULE (see
below)

8

Pastor AwayFamily Day

19

25

7
Pastor AwayFamily Day

10am GLLC
Chapel
1pm Ministerial
Alliance
*MID WEEK
SCHEDULE (see
below)

8am Braille
5pm Piecemakers

30

5
10am GLLC
Chapel
*MID WEEK
SCHEDULE (see
below)

9am Pastor Circuit
Mtg - Manheim

7pm

8:45am Bible Class
10am Worship/Communion
VOTERS MTG
After Service/Potluck
3pm Nursing Home Devotions

4
6pm Community
Bunco

27
Pastor AwayFamily Day

NOON

31

8:45am Bible Class
*MID WEEK SCHEDULE
6:00p Mid Week Meal
6:30p Mid Week Bible Class – All ages
Reformation Sunday
10am Worship/Communion

Grace Lutheran Church
308 Byrne Street
Smithville, TX 78957
Office Phone: (512) 237-2108
Fax Line:
(512) 237-2832
Email address: gracelutheran_church@yahoo.com
Web Site:
www.glcs.org
Sunday School
Midweek Classes
Worship Service

nd

Elder(s):

M. W. Kasper
Jack Page

October 2
Sunday

LWML

Ushers:

Galen Bunte
Chad Catron

Toni Ann Kadlecek
Mary Lou Oliver
Billie Courtemanche
Rose Pietsche

Altar
Guild:

Helen Fleck
Billie Courtemanche

Organist(s): June Parker
Esther Wolff (Sub)
Kim Appel (Sub)

8:45 AM
8:45 AM
10:00 AM

Grace Lutheran Learning Center
401 Wilkes Street
Smithville, TX 78957
Office Phone: 512-360-2800
Fax Number: 512-237-5990
Email address: gracelutheranlearn@att.net
We now accept CCMS enrollment
Please feel free to put old or unused toys in our box
located in the Narthex

Pastor Timothy Appel
If you need to contact him, his email address is:
timothyappel@gmail.com and his home phone
number is 512-237-9664, or contact our Office at
512-237-2108. If you are not able to reach either
number and it is an emergency, contact your Elder.
(Elders list on bulletin board by the Office)

Oct. 2
Oct. 9
Oct. 16
Oct. 23
Oct. 30

Readers:
Katie Stelling
Nancy Fritsche
Dana Bunte
Mark Peres
Jean Miller

Oct. 2
Oct. 9
Oct. 16
Oct. 23
Oct. 30

Acolytes:
Gene Brown & Barrett Watson
Brenden Kadlecek & David Wolff
Ramon Wolff & Alex Caldwell
Sterling Brown & David Wolff
Thomas Brown & Barrett Watson

Pre-School/Kindergarten
st

nd

1 /2 Grades
rd th
3 /5 Grades
th th
6 /8 Grades
Adult Classes

Mary Lou Oliver/
Wendy Rohde
Charles Johannessen
Gene Brown
June Parker
Pastor Appel

STILL IN NEED OF SUBTITUTE TEACHERS

Midweek and Confirmation Teachers
Pre-school --K Kristen Smiley
1st - 4th grade
5th - 6th grade Kristin Appel (June Parker-sub)
7th - 8th grade Pastor Appel
Adult Class
Ed Randle

CHURCH OFFICE
Normal hours are 9 to 2 Mon. – Fri. If you need any
help from the office i.e., copying documents, record
information, info to be put in the bulletin and/or
newsletter, etc., please feel free to stop by, call, etc.
We are there to provide you with whatever you need
from the church office. You may also leave a note in
the Secretary's box in the Narthex, and we will get back
with you as soon as possible. Please let us know if you
have any questions or suggestions.

Please contact Barb
Johannessen at 512-2840199 if you are interested
in this position

Benny Hajdik - 979-540-8437 is driving the Church Van
for Sunday School and Church Services. If you need
transportation, please call by 5:00 pm on Saturday. You
may leave a message if no one answers.

1

Oct. 1
Oct. 2
Oct. 15
Oct. 20
Oct. 22
Oct. 30

Tammy & Doug Teague
Barbara & Steve Pauley
Rose & Ronnie Pietsch
Helen & Glen Whitley

Oct. 3
Oct. 4
Oct. 5
Oct. 7

st

Financials as of Aug. 31 , 2016
FVB Checking
FNB Memorial Fund
FSB Bazaar Temp Acct
Prosperity Bazaar MMA
FNB – Rental Property
CEF General
CEF Land/Youth
(Liability) Annex Loan
CEF Property Loan
Dedicated Accounts
GLLC Playground equipment
Door Offerings
SS Missions
Thrivent
Van Repairs
Ded. Misc
Total Dedicated Funds
FVB Checking Account
Funds available for disbursement

Oct. 8

-194.12
2,347.48
2,410.04
5,987.90
10,866.33
9,326.52
11,734.45
155,879.08
56,807.17

Oct. 9

Oct. 11

100.00
382.05
64.00
842.00
720.00
1,500.00

Sherri McCullough
Abigail Vanegas
Juanita Bertsch
Kathy Kasper
Alex Vanegas
Linda Read

Oct. 19

Gary Smith

Oct. 21
Oct. 22
Oct. 26
Oct. 31

May God bless you and keep you always in His
tender, loving care

Kristin Appel
Corbin Davis
Kikue Hannusch
Kolten Langer
Milly Cheak
Nickolas Claiborne

Oct. 16

Oct. 20

If your birthday or anniversary does not appear correctly,
please contact the church office so we can correct our
files. Thank you

Kaylee Claiborne
Alice Pearcy
Frances Pool
Heath Seaton II
Jeffery Burns
Brenda Anderson

Marlene Wallace
Jimmy Davis
Madeline Moore
Andrea Oates
Joshua Phillips

Oct. 12
Oct. 13

3,608.05
-194.12
-3,802.17

Helen Whitley
Keatyn Becker
Charlotte Metzler

Doug Watne
George Helmcamp
Davey Kadlecek, Jr
Keegan Langer
Barbara Pauley
Don Young
Nancy Young
Marilyn Randle
Melissa Brown
Michael Langer
Zoey Wendland

Wishing these Friends a Happy Birthday! from your
“Grace” family
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If you are admitted to the hospital, I
would like to visit you in order to
share God’s Word and share a
prayer with you in that difficult time.
As you are able please let the church
office know or ask the hospital to call
the church office so that I can best
minister to you
Pastor Appel

The EVANGELISM COMMITTEE has an
opportunity to present to our church
family. We would like to see if there
is enough interest by our
congregation to sponsor a “Trunk
or Treat” on Halloween night at our
church. In case you don’t know what
this entails, let us explain. On
Halloween night you would drive
your car or truck to the church where
you will be assigned a parking spot. You would park your
decorated car or truck with the trunk or truck bed open to
a walkway enabling
the children to safely
walk to each auto to
collect treats. We
would encourage you
to also dress in
costume. If it is
decided to sponsor this
and it is successful,
this is a project that
can be expanded next
year for the children’s
enjoyment.

The Post Oak Zone LWML Fall Rally
is October 2nd at Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Giddings, call to order at
2:00pm. See invite posted on the
LWML bulletin board, along with Bio’s of officers to be
elected. We will car pool from the Church at 1:30p.
th

Our next business meeting will be October 6 .
Hostesses: Katie Stelling and Betty Flora. Bible Study:
Kristin Appel

Midweek Meal Sign-Up Fall 2016
Each week, we provide a light meal for the children and
adults in attendance. We're looking for volunteers to help
with this task; individuals, families, and groups from the
congregation are encouraged to sign up on the sheet
outside the office in the narthex. Thank you for
supporting Christian education at Grace through this
labor of love!

Our committee feels that we would need the
commitment of AT LEAST 10 autos (more would be
great) to make this a viable project for our church. A
sign- up sheet will be posted in the church entry to see if
there is enough interest to pursue this project. We will
need your commitment by October 16 in order to make
the final arrangement for this fun time. If there aren’t
enough signatures, we will not continue with the
proposed project.

Thanks to your generosity
the Educational
Endowment Fund has
been established! In order
to help the fund to continue
to grow, donations are still
welcome and encouraged.
Any member of Grace
Lutheran is welcome to make a donation no matter how
big or how small, everything is appreciated.
Again THANK YOU EVERYONE!!

We hope that you will seriously consider this opportunity
to provide our children and those of our community with
a safe and fun place to trick and treat.

Grace Lutheran Church would like to thank all who
helped and participated in our annual Bazaar on
th,
Sunday, Sept. 18 2016. It was a wonderful day and
everyone enjoyed the good food, fun, and fellowship. It
was a tremendous success and we could not have done
it without YOU!!! Thank you, God Bless YOU, and we’ll
see you next year.
Bazaar Committee

Lutheran Witness Magazine price for 2017 is $13.65
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The following Wednesdays are the dates for our midweek classes this year. Our regular midweek schedule is to start with
a light meal at 6:00 PM, followed by classes for all ages from 6:30-7:30. Dates marked with an asterisk (*) occur during
Advent and Lent, when we have midweek worship services at 7 PM. During these two seasons of the Church Year,
midweek classes will begin at 5:30 PM and end at 6:15 PM so that parents and children still have the opportunity to eat at
the soup suppers we offer before services.
A sign-up sheet for helping with meals will be posted soon. Please plan to participate in our midweek classes this year; it
is an excellent opportunity for all of us to grow together in a deeper understanding and appreciation of our Christian faith.
October 5, 2016 November 2, 2016
October 12, 2016 November 9, 2016
October 19, 2016 November 16, 2016
October 26, 2016 *November 30, 2016
January 4, 2017
January 11, 2017
January 18, 2017
January 25, 2017

February 1, 2017
February 8, 2017
February 15, 2017
February 22, 2017

*December 7, 2016
*December 14, 2016

*March 1, 2017 *April 5, 2017
*March 8, 2017 April 19, 2017
*March 22, 2017 April 26, 2017
*March 29, 2017 May 3, 2017

Dear Members of Grace Lutheran Church,
REMEMBER!!!!! The FIRST Sunday of every month is the Sunday School Mission Sunday. This means that the offerings
generously given the FIRST Sunday of every month will be given to a charity that is chosen by the Board of Education.
Our Mission project this quarter is “Texas A&M Ministries”. Please remember to bring your offerings to Sunday School
each Sunday. (This does include the Adult Sunday School Class). Any child 3 years old and older is welcome to attend
Sunday School every Sunday. We start at 8:45AM. COME JOIN US!!!!
The Sunday School Rally was very successful this year. We would like to thank all the volunteers that helped make this
event possible. Our youth are a very important key in our congregation and always enjoy seeing them interact together as
well as with the adults in our congregation.
We are going to start the process of putting together new risers for the Christmas Play so that we will have enough space
for all the participants to be seen by everyone. The risers that we have been using are well over 10 years old and were
no longer meeting the needs of the participants. If anyone is interested in assisting with this project please contact
Charlie Johannessen. Also if anyone is interested in directing the Christmas play this year please contact myself or
Pastor.
May God Bless all of you.
Respectfully,
Barb Johannessen
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