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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us
togcthcr here for his Divine Service. Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of
life, forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and

blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting
Jesus” own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion.

In our readings today: There are signs of the Lord’s coming all around: the cross that marks His Church, the

violence and death of the sinful world, and the shaking of the natural order. “There will be great distress upon the
earth” (Luke 21:23), but the faithful know that “the kingdom of God is near” (Luke 21:31). Therefore, “straighten up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:28). Be awake and alert, and heed the words of
Christ, which “will not pass away” (Luke 21:33). For you, “the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings”
(Mal. 4:2). He sends His preachers of repentance in the spirit and power of Elijah “before the great and awesome day of
the Lord comes” (Mal. 4:5), in order to “direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ” (2
Thess. 3:5). Although you are often faithless, “the Lord is faithful,” and by the preaching of His Word “he will establish
you and guard you against the evil one” (2 Thess. 3:3). Therefore, “do not grow weary in doing good” (2 Thess. 3:13). In
the midst of calamity, believe upon the Lord, Jesus Christ.

A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in
spirit and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may
repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen.

Exchange of Peace: By the second century, it was common for Christians to follow St. Paul’s
encouragement to “greet one another with a holy kiss” (Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians
13:12) during the Church’s Worship. Though the place in the Worship service and the manner of this greeting
have changed throughout the Church’s history, it has always served as a sign of reconciliation and of the
unity of the Spirit in the bond ofpeace (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:2-3). It’s more than a simple “holy
howdy” or a warm greeting to one another. Instead, it’s an extension of the reconciliation and forgiveness
that Jesus has accomplished for us. We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with
you.”

Please stand and remain standing



OPENING HYMN The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns LSB 348
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1 The Kingshall come when morn-ing dawns And light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, To bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn When Christ,vic - to-rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo-rious morn Shall dawn up-on our race
5 The Kingshall come when morn-ing dawns And light and beau-ty brings.
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When beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills And life to joy a-wakes.
But crowned with glo - ry like the sun That lights the morn-ing sky.
And left the lone-some place of death De - spite the rage of foes.
The day when Christ in splen-dor comes And we shall see His face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo-ple pray: Come quick-ly, King of kings!

INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name).
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the "t Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONEFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ).

(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the g]ory of Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor).

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, therefore fbrgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT: (We enter God’s house with Psalms of praise). Psalm 121:1-2, 5, 7-8; antiphon: Luke 21:33

Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.
I lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earch.
The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade on your right hand.
The LORD will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.

KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”). LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole werld, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE: (We join the church in heaven and on earth in a song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter).

This Is the Feast LSB 155
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - €T, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon-or, glo-ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb_ who was slain has be -
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join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Swanza 4
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Al-le - lIu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).
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And al - so with you.



COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years. They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day).
P Let us pray.
O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious
promises to those who trust in You. Rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy
Spirit that we may live and abide forever in Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 4:1-6

" “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers
will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will
leave them neither root nor branch. *But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall
rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. *And you shall
tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act,
says the Lord of hosts.

“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I commanded him at
Horeb for all Israel.

*“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.
¢And he will turn the hearts of fachers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers,
lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

@) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 98; antiphon: v. 9b
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.
‘Oh sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
*The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
3He has remembered his steadfast love and faichfulness
to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earch have seen
the salvation of our God.
‘Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
’Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody!



“With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD!
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills ic;
the world and those who dwell in it!
SLet the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together
before the LORD, for he comes
to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.

EPISTLE READING

2 Thessalonians 3:1-13
‘Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as

happened among you, *and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have
faith. *But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one. *And we

have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the things that we

command. "May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.

*Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from

any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from

us. "For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were

with you, ®nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked
night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. °It was not because we do not have

that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. “For even when we were with you,

we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. "For we hear

that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. “Now such persons we

command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own

living.

“As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.
(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 21:5-36
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.
*While some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings,

[Jesus| said, ““As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here
one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 7And they asked him, “Teacher, when will
these things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” *And he said,
“See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!” and, ‘“The time is
at hand!” Do not go after them. And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for
these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.”

“Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. "There
will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors
and great signs from heaven. “But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you,
delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and
governors for my name’s sake. “This will be your opportunity to bear witness. *Settle it therefore
in your minds not to meditate beforechand how to answer, Sfor I will give you a mouth and
wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. *“You will be
delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put
to death. 7You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. “But not a hair of your head will perish. “By
your endurance you will gain your lives.

*“But when you sce Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come
near. *Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city
depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it, **for these are days of vengeance, to
fulfill all chat is written. #Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants
in those days! For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. *They
will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be
trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

»“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in
perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, **people fainting with fear and with
foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 7And
then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. **Now when these
things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near.”

»And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. *°As soon as they come out
in leaf; you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. ¥So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. *Truly, I say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all has taken place. #Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.

34“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be Weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. #For it will come upon all who

8



dwell on the face of the whole earth. *But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have
strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of

Man.”

(P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

NICENE CREED (From the Latin, “Credo,” meaning “I believe.” We say back to God what He says to us).
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "« of the world to come. Amen.
Sit



HYMN OF THE DAY:

The Day Is Surely Drawing Near

LSB 508
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1 The day is sure-ly draw-ing near When Je - sus,God’s a-noint-ed,
2 The fi - nal trum-pet then shall soundAnd all the earth beshak -en,

3 The books are

o-pened then to

all, A

rec - ord tru - ly tell - ing

4 Then woe to those who scornedthe Lord And sought but car - nal plea-sures,
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In His pow - er shall ap - pear As  judge whom God ap-
And who rest be-neath the ground Shall from their sleep a-
What each has done, both great and small, When he on earth was
Who here de-spised His pre-cious Word And loved their earth -1y
i : T —
S e et
point - ed. Then fright shall ban - ish i - dle mirth, And flames on
wak - en. But all who live will in that hour, By God’s al-
dwell - ing, And ev - ’ry heart be clear-ly seen, And all be
trea - sures! With shame and trem-bling they will stand And at the
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flames shall rav - age earth As
might - y, bound-less pow’r, Be
known as they have been In
judg - e’s stern com-mand To

My Savior paid the debt I owe
And for my sin was smitten;
Within the Book of Life I know
My name has now been written.
I will not doubt, for I am free,
And Satan cannot threaten me;
There is no condemnation!

May Christ our intercessor be
And through His blood and merit
Read from His book that we are free
With all who life inherit.
Then we shall see Him face to face,
With all His saints in that blest place
Which He has purchascd for us.

Scrip - ture long has warned us.

changed at
thoughts and words and
Sa - tan be

SERMON

“My Words will not pass away”

His com-mand - ing.
ac - tions.
de - liv - ered.

O Jesus Christ, do not delay,
But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way
In fear and tribulation.
O hear and grant our fervent plea:
Come, mighty judge, and set us free
From death and ev'ry evil.

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today).
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Stand

OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise).
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
Sit
OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all peoplc’ throughout the world).
P Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper). LSB 160
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P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P Lift up your hearts,
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P Icis truly good, right7 and sa]utary that we should at all times and in all placcs give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died
on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and
gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying;

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus).  LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na  in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: (We thank God for His Son and ask Him to give us what He has promised). ~ LSB 161
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all—availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faichfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O

J
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Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine).  LSB 162
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all ofyou; this cup is the new testament in My -+ blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST:
(P] As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

(P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to cat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 162
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace). LSB 163
o)
7.
'\\3 ol ® » oo
P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
O
A
e e — 1
[y -
A - men
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AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins). LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit

Silent Prayer before Communing;

Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
O God, Our Help in Ages Past LSB 733

0 . .
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10 God, our help in a-ges past, Our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood Or earth re-ceived her frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in Thy sight Are like an eve-ning gone,
) . | |
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Our shel - ter from the storm-y blast, And our e - ter - nal home:
Suf - fi - cient is Thine arm a-lone, And our de-fense is sure.
From ev - er - last - ing Thou art God, To end-less years the same.
Short as the watch that ends the night Be - fore the ris - ing sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
Soon bears us all away; Our hope for years to come,
We fly forgotten as a dream Be Thou our guard while troubles last
Dies at the op'ning day. And our eternal home!
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At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing LSB 633
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1 At the Lamb’s high  feast we sing Praise to
2 Praise we Him, whose Ilove di - vine Gives His
3 Where the pas - chal blood is poured, Death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas - chal
= ———+
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our vic-to - rious King, Who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred blood for wine, Gives His bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathesthe sword; Is - rael’s hosts tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; With sin - cer - i - ty and love
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - Iu - ial
Christ the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al-le - lu - ial
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - Iu - ial
Eat we man-na from a-bove. Al-le - Ilu - ial

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; This alone can sin destroy;

You have conquered in the fight, From sin’s pow'r, Lord, set us free,

You have brought us life and light. Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluial Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall, A8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Now no more the grave enthrall; Savior, by whose death we live,
You have opened paradise, Spirit, guide through all our days:
And Your saints in You shall rise. Three in One, Your name we praise.

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Lord of Our Life LSB 659
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1 Lord of our life and God of our sal-va - tion, Star of our
2 See round Your ark the hun-gry bil - lows curl - ing; See how Your
3 Lord, be our light when world-ly dark - ness veils us; Lord, be our
4 Peace in our hearts, where sin - ful thoughts are rag - ing, Peace in Your
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night and hope of ev-'ry na - tion: Hear and re - ceive Your
foes their ban-ners are un - furl - ing And with great spite their

shield when earth-ly  ar - mor fails us;
Church, our trou-bled souls as - suag - ing,
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Church’s sup - pli - ca - tion, Lord God Al - might - .
fi - ery darts are hurl - ing, O Lord, pre - serve us.
hell it - self as - sails us, Grant us Your peace, Lord:
end-less war is wag - ing, Peace in Your heav - en.

Silent Prayer after Communing;:

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. Send Your Ho]y Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, | may by fairh obtain and thrnal]y enjoy

Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to

life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

LSB 164

Amen.
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).
Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
& st
Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1u - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives).

P Letus pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us).

%
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(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I« give you peace.
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LSB 166
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CLOSING HYMN: Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing LSB 737
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1 Re - joice, my heart, be glad and sing, A
2 He is your trea - sure, He your  joy, Your
3 Why spend the day in blank de - spair, In
4 Did not His love and truth and pow’r Guard
0 | .
i ' I I ! i > ) d >
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cheer - ful trust  main - tain; For God, the source of
life and light and Lord, Your coun - sel - or when
rest - less thought the night? On your Cre - a - tor
ev - 'ty child - hood day? And did He not in
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ev - ’ry - thing, Your por - tion shall re - main.
doubts an - noy, Your shield and great re - ward.
cast your  care; He makes your bur - dens light.
threat-'ning  hour Turn dread - ed ills a - way?
5 He only will with patience chide, 7 Upon your lips, then, lay your hand,
His rod falls gently down; And trust His guiding love;
And all your sins He casts aside Then like a rock your peace shall stand
In ocean depths to drown. Here and in heav'n above.
6 His wisdom never plzms in vain

Nor falters nor mistakes.
All that His counsels may ordain
A blessed ending makes.
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Silent Prayer After Worship

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE
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Hymn of the Month: “Rejoice, my heart, be glad and sing” (LSB 737)
Text Background
Two months ago, when we began focusing on the hymns of Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676), we heard how many
personal and cultural hardships he endured. Gerhardt’s wife, whom he had married in 1655, died in 1688. Of
their five children, only one son survived into adulthood. The Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648) spanned nearly half
of his life and claimed the lives of an estimated four to eight million people. Battles, death, plagues, famine,
suffering, and persecution of all kinds dragged on year after year and seemed unending. This begs the question:
how could a pastor write a hymn calling the people to rejoice during such trials and testing?
What's more, Gerhardt’s original version of this hymn contained eighteen stanzas! Yet such length was not
meant to be another cross to bear or a test of endurance, but an opportunity for meditation in times of
affliction. One hymn commentator describes Gerhardt’s long hymns as “ongoing sermons,” meant to be studied
and prayed over during the week—perhaps a few stanzas at a time.
Text Commentary
Stanza 1 ¢ 2
The “cheerful trust” of the Christian rests on God who is “my light and my salvation...the stronghold of my life”
(Psalm 27:1) and “my strength and my shield” (Genesis 15:11; Psalm 3:3; 5:12; 28:7). God is the source of all things
and remains our portion and reward forever (Psalm 73:25-26). All else may fail—health, wealth, reputation—but
God remains our enduring treasure (Matthew 6:21; Luke 12:34) and our “Wonderful Counselor” (Isaiah 9:6).

Stanzas 3 & 4

In these stanzas, Gerharde turns from praise to gentle counsel. When you are afflicted by despair, burdens, and
ills, what does God do for you? He sustains you. “Cast your burden on the Lord, and He will sustain you” (Psalm
55:22). Christ’s “yoke is easy, and [His] burden is light” (Matthew 11:29-30). Because He daily “bears us up” (Psalm
68:19), we can cast all our anxieties on Him, for “He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). Has He not proven Himself
faithful? The God who has sustained you from your first breath will not abandon you in your final hour.

Stanza 5
The Lord’s discipline is always measured by His mercy. His chastening is gentle and purposeful. Gerharde weaves
together several passages here:

e “His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime” (Psalm 30:5).

e “He will not always chide, nor will He keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our

sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities” (Psalm 103:9-10).

e “You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19).
Stanza 6
Having shown mercy, the Lord also directs our steps with perfect wisdom. He “knows the plans” He has for us
(Jeremiah 29:11), and His purpose does not falter. Even when His ways are hidden from us, His will is always
good. “We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to His purpose” (Romans &:28).
Stanza 7
This final stanza calls the believer to humility. Like Job, who confessed, “Behold, T am of small account, what
shall T answer you? I lay my hand on my mouth” (Job 40:4), we learn to trust rather than to argue. Such humble
trust in God’s guiding love brings peace. Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the
world gives do T give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14:27). Resting in
that peace, we stand firm “like a rock”—unmoved by fear and upheld by God’s grace.
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