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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us 
together here for his Divine Service.  Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of 
life, forgiveness, and salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How 
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” 
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and 
blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with 
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting 
Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in 
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have 
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion. 

In our readings today: The Lord Jesus reigns in love among those who are baptized in His name. “They shall be 
mine,” He says, “and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him” (Mal. 3:17). Jesus’ service through 
crucifixion for sinful men anchors us in new life. In the proclamation of His Son, God makes His justice clear, defining 
“the distinction between the righteous and the wicked” (Mal. 3:18). He truly is “the King of the Jews” (Luke 23:38), who 
governs His Church with all authority in heaven and on earth. He has come into His kingdom by His cross, and He 
graciously remembers us in paradise. Therefore, do not weep for Him, but with repentant faith “weep for yourselves 
and for your children” (Luke 23:28). Then the mountains and hills of Jerusalem, His holy Church, shall cover you with 
His righteousness and peace. For He “is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation” (Col. 1:15). “All 
things were created through him and for him” (Col. 1:16), and “all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell” bodily in 
Him, reconciling all things to Himself “by the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:19–20). 
A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in 
spirit and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may 
repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake. 
Amen.  
Exchange of Peace: By the second century, it was common for Christians to follow St. Paul’s 
encouragement to “greet one another with a holy kiss” (Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians 
13:12) during the Church’s worship. Though the place in the worship service and the manner of this greeting 
have changed throughout the Church’s history, it has always served as a sign of reconciliation and of the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:2-3). It’s more than a simple “holy 
howdy” or a warm greeting to one another. Instead, it’s an extension of the reconciliation and forgiveness 
that Jesus has accomplished for us. We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with 
you.” 
Please stand and remain standing 
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OPENING HYMN     Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent      LSB 621 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name). 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ). 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor). 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT: (We enter God’s house with Psalms of praise). Psalm 134; antiphon: Psalm 33:8 

Let all the earth fear the LORD; 
 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 
Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, 
 who stand by night in the house of the LORD! 
Lift up your hands to the holy place 
 and bless the LORD! 
May the LORD bless you from Zion, 
 he who made heaven and earth! 
Let all the earth fear the LORD; 
 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 

 

KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”).  LSB 152 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: (We join the church in heaven and on earth in a song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter). 
This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).  
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COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years.  They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day). 
P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. Forgive Your people 
their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful goodness, may enter at last into Your 
eternal paradise; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 3:13–18 
 13“Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you say, ‘How have we spoken 
against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge 
or of walking as in mourning before the Lord of hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant blessed. 
Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’” 
 16Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid attention and heard 
them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the Lord and 
esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up my 
treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18Then once 
more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves 
God and one who does not serve him.” 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM Psalm 46; antiphon: v. 7 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
1God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 
 though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3though its waters roar and foam, 
 though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 
 God will help her when morning dawns. 
6The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 
 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
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8Come, behold the works of the LORD, 
 how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. 
10“Be still, and know that I am God. 
 I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” 
11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

EPISTLE READING Colossians 1:13–20 
 13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or 
in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 13As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 

Stand 
 

VERSE  LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 23:27–43 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 

 
 27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning 
and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for 
me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when they 
will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 
30Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they 
do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 
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 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And when they 
came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his 
right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers 
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen 
One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you 
are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King 
of the Jews.” 
 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save 
yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under 
the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of 
our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED (From the Latin, “Credo,” meaning “I believe.”  We say back to God what He says to us).  
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  In the Very Midst of Life      LSB 755 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON “The Kingdom of the Cross” 
(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today). 
Stand 
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OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).  
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world). 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper).  LSB 160 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having 
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died 
on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and 
gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus).   LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: (We thank God for His Son and ask Him to give us what He has promised). LSB 161 
P  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross.   

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 
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Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine).  LSB 162 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST: 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 162 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.”  The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace).  LSB 163 
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AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins).  LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Silent Prayer before Communing: 
Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in 
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart LSB 708 
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Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LSB 761 
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Wide Open Stand the Gates LSB 639 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer after Communing: 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy 
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.  

 

Stand 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).  
Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives). 
P  Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us).  LSB 166 

 

 
Sit 
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CLOSING HYMN:  Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing LSB 737 

 

 

 
 

5 He only will with patience chide, 
    His rod falls gently down; 
And all your sins He casts aside 
    In ocean depths to drown. 

 

7 Upon your lips, then, lay your hand, 
    And trust His guiding love; 
Then like a rock your peace shall stand 
    Here and in heav’n above. 

 

6 His wisdom never plans in vain 
    Nor falters nor mistakes. 
All that His counsels may ordain 
    A blessèd ending makes. 

 

 
 

 

Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many 
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in 
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL  
POSTLUDE 
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Hymn of the Month: “Rejoice, my heart, be glad and sing” (LSB 737) 
Text Background   
Two months ago, when we began focusing on the hymns of Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676), we heard how many 
personal and cultural hardships he endured. Gerhardt’s wife, whom he had married in 1655, died in 1688. Of 
their five children, only one son survived into adulthood. The Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648) spanned nearly half 
of his life and claimed the lives of an estimated four to eight million people. Battles, death, plagues, famine, 
suffering, and persecution of all kinds dragged on year after year and seemed unending. This begs the question: 
how could a pastor write a hymn calling the people to rejoice during such trials and testing?  
 

What’s more, Gerhardt’s original version of this hymn contained eighteen stanzas! Yet such length was not 
meant to be another cross to bear or a test of endurance, but an opportunity for meditation in times of 
affliction. One hymn commentator describes Gerhardt’s long hymns as “ongoing sermons,” meant to be studied 
and prayed over during the week—perhaps a few stanzas at a time.  
 

Text Commentary  
Stanza 1 & 2 
The “cheerful trust” of the Christian rests on God who is “my light and my salvation…the stronghold of my life” 
(Psalm 27:1) and “my strength and my shield” (Genesis 15:11; Psalm 3:3; 5:12; 28:7). God is the source of all things 
and remains our portion and reward forever (Psalm 73:25-26). All else may fail—health, wealth, reputation—but 
God remains our enduring treasure (Matthew 6:21; Luke 12:34) and our “Wonderful Counselor” (Isaiah 9:6). 
 

Stanzas 3 & 4 
In these stanzas, Gerhardt turns from praise to gentle counsel. When you are afflicted by despair, burdens, and 
ills, what does God do for you? He sustains you. “Cast your burden on the Lord, and He will sustain you” (Psalm 
55:22). Christ’s “yoke is easy, and [His] burden is light” (Matthew 11:29-30). Because He daily “bears us up” (Psalm 
68:19), we can cast all our anxieties on Him, for “He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). Has He not proven Himself 
faithful? The God who has sustained you from your first breath will not abandon you in your final hour. 
 

Stanza 5 
The Lord’s discipline is always measured by His mercy. His chastening is gentle and purposeful. Gerhardt weaves 
together several passages here: 

• “His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime” (Psalm 30:5).  
• “He will not always chide, nor will He keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our 

sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities” (Psalm 103:9-10).  
• “You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19). 

Stanza 6 
Having shown mercy, the Lord also directs our steps with perfect wisdom. He “knows the plans” He has for us 
(Jeremiah 29:11), and His purpose does not falter. Even when His ways are hidden from us, His will is always 
good. “We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).  
 

Stanza 7 
This final stanza calls the believer to humility. Like Job, who confessed, “Behold, I am of small account, what 
shall I answer you? I lay my hand on my mouth” (Job 40:4), we learn to trust rather than to argue. Such humble 
trust in God’s guiding love brings peace. Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14:27). Resting in 
that peace, we stand firm “like a rock”—unmoved by fear and upheld by God’s grace. 
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