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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us
togcthcr here for his Divine Service. Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of
life, forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”

Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and
blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting
Jesus” own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion.

In our readings today: “John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent” (Matt. 3:1-2). His
preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of sins prepared people for the coming of Christ into the world. St. John’s
work was historically complete with the incarnate advent of Jesus, but his vital ministry continues in preaching Law
and Gospel. The Son of God has come in the flesh, “a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots” (Is.
11:1), and continues to bear the fruits of righteousness. His good tree of the cross is “a signal for the peoples” (Is. 11:10),
by which He calls the nations to repentance. “With the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips” (Is. 11:4), He
slays the wicked and brings the dead to life, making sons of Abraham out of lifeless stones. So also the “root of Jesse”

comes to us, “even he who arises to rule the Gentiles” (Rom. 15:12), that “we might have hope” and be filled “with all
joy and peace in believing” (Rom. 15:4, 13).

A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in
spirit and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may
repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen.

Exchange of Peace: By the second century, it was common for Christians to follow St. Paul’s
encouragement to “greet one another with a holy kiss” (Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians
13:12) during the Church’s worship. Though the p]ace in the worship service and the manner of this greeting
have changed throughout the Church’s history, it has always served as a sign of reconciliation and of the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:2-3). It’s more than a simple “holy
howdy” or a warm greeting to one another. Instead, it’s an extension of the reconciliation and forgiveness
that Jesus has accomplished for us. We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with
you.”

Please stand and remain standing



OPENING HYMN Sing Praise to the God of Israel LSB 936
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foot - steps on the path Of peace, in Your pres-ence dawn - ing!
INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name).
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
(P In the name of the Father and of the "t Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ).
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.



P

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor).
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INTROIT: (We enter God’s house with Psalms of praise).

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Psalm 105:4—8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3b

In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Seck the LORD and his strength;

seck his presence continually!

Remember the wondrous works that he has done,

his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,

O offspring of Abraham, his servant,

children of Jacob, his chosen ones!
He is the LORD our God;
his judgments are in all the earth.

He remembers hiS covenant forever,

the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.
In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

GLORIA PATRI
H — —
e S I s - e m— e e S T . S E— m—— I
w - -
be to the Fa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;

o

as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”). LSB 186
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent and Lent.

SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).
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@ The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years. They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day).
(P] Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming
we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING [saiah 11:1-10

‘There shall come forth a shoot from the scump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
*And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
‘but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meck of the earth;
and he shall strike the earch with the rod of his mouth,
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and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
‘Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
“The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a lictle child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
“The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
“In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the
nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

@) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 72:1—7; antiphon: v. 18
“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous things.
‘Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the royal son!
*May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice!
‘Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness!
*May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children of the needy,
and crush the oppressor!
"May they fear you while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations!
*May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earch!
7In his days may the righteous flourish,
and peace abound, till the moon be no more!
“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous things.



EPISTLE READING Romans 15:4-13

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance
and through the encouragement of the Scriprures we might have hope. May the God of endurance
and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ
Jesus, “that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
"Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

*For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in
order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, “and in order that the Gentiles might glorify
God for his merey. As it is written,

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”
°And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
“And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”
“And again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy
Spirit you may abound in hope.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA LSB 190
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12

] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
'Tn those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, *Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” *For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he
said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
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‘Prepare the way of the Lord,;

”

make his paths straight.



“Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. "Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were
going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them,
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? *Bear fruit in keeping with
repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father, for I tell
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. “Even now the axe is laid to
the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire.

““I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I,
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
“His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his thrcshing floor and gathcr his wheat into
the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

(P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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NICENE CREED (From the Latin, “Credo,” meaning “I believe.” We say back to God what He says to us).
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,



Sit

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I« of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344
[ 4 .
A . | i ] i | . . I |
EEEES s ———
1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’'s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
A5 All  praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
fd — _— — _ :
O e e |7 e
J ! ' '
that the Lord is nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for God with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - 1y
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
) .
i —— ~ ] I ] i . i : .
G—r——o —
for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
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SERMON “Make Way!”

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today).

Stand




OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise).
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Sit
OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world).
P Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper). LSB 194
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@ Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.
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P It is cruly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape
from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus). LSB 195
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LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us thar He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine). LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *F blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace). LSB 197
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AGNUS DELI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins). LSB 198
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Sit
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Silent Prayer before Communing:

Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

When All the World Was Cursed LSB 346
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2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,

4 0 grant, dear Lord of love, That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
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He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.
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Comfort, Comfort Ye My People LSB 347
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rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming LSB 359
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cold of  win - ter, When half - spent was the night.
us a Sav - ior, When half - spent was the night.
death He saves us And light - ens ev - 'ty load.
courts of heav - en, And to the end - less day.

Silent Prayer after Communing;:

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. Send Your Ho]y Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, | may by fairh obtain and e[crna]ly enjoy
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to
life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

Amen.
Stand

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).

Nunc Dimittis

A ————— e = o5 ] &
HD——— oo S — — — —— =
PY] [ \ T ‘ |
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
T 9 ﬂu T t T T T -
Hes—t— ~ —— — —a
& -
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyeshave seen Thy salvation,
I In b T > - I — ! ] |
eyt o - 5 |
1 < o
which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
t2 37 | | } T n T | | | | f T n T
: 2, e E— — — — —
CA—— i i -
a light to light-en the Gen -tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
[ Ih ﬂu T ‘ I . " T — ]
! [ [ | | | A | | | | I I |
| | ] ] IRY | ] ‘ Lo |
. | ] | |
O [
A peo-ple Is - ra - el. Glo - ry be to the Father and
] | | , ,
> | I T I | | T I
G derle 2. 4 ), | | — o
R Lol oL
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the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it

was in the beginning,
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world witheutend.
THANKSGIVING
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@ O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives).

(P Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

# ‘
g Hy | ] ! - i |
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A - men.
BENEDICAMUS
f) 4

gy - ]
Y

® The Lord be with you.

e e —— |
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And with thy  spir - it
/B
@—F’T —
Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us).

H ot
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o

14 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make

i
Hey——Kf - -_._._n—l
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
Sit
CLOSING HYMN: O Lord, How Shall I Meet You LSB 334
) u . .
A ";ﬁ' ; i I I il I f I ! ; T I P 2
I\Q\)g 'I ‘ & d -I =I -I | | I [N
10 Lord, how shall T meet You, How wel - come You a-right?
2 Your Zi - on strews be - fore You Green boughs and fair-est palms;
31 lay in fet-ters, groan - ing; You came to set me free.
4 Love caused Your in - car - na - tion; Love brought You down to me.
)4 .
- e e e R — =
\;)v - a—o—* i [ E—— B E— -
Your peo-ple long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s de - light!
And I too will a-dore You With joy - ous songs and psalms.
I stood, my shame be-moan - ing; You came to hon - or me.
Your thirst for my sal - va - tion Pro-cured my Ilib - er - ty.
Hu . . . . .
] a—] > ] T | | — " ;
(0] kin-dle, Lord most ho - 1y, Your lamp with - in my breast
My heart shall bloom for -ev - er For You with prais-es new

A glo-rious crown You give me, A trea - sure safe on high
Oh, love be - yond all tell ing, That led You to em-brace

9 ﬂu. | I | | | I I
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To do in spir - it low - 1ly All that may please You best.
And from Your name shall nev - er With-hold the hon - or due.
That will not fail or Ileave me As earth-ly rich - es fly.
In love, all love ex - cel - ling, Our lost and fall - en race.
5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 6 He comes to judge the nations,
Cannot His love erase; A rterror to His foes,
Your guilt the Lord will pardon A light of consolations
And cover by His grace. And blessed hope to those
He comes, for you procuring Who love the Lord’s appearing.
The peace of sin forgiv'n, O glorious Sun, now come,
His children thus securing Send forth Your beams so cheering,
Eternal life in heav'n. And guide us safely home.
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Silent Prayer After Worship

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

17



Hymn of the Month: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (LSB 334)

Text Background

As we bcgin our Church Year with the Advent of our Lord, we remember Christ’s threefold coming; 1) in
His flesh when he was conceived and born of the Virgin Mary; 2) in the preaching of His Word even now;
and 3) in His final judgment on the Last Day. We follow St. John the Baptist’s preparatory words as we
repent of our sins and look to Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

This hymn is one of Gerhardt’s best-known hymns, and in this hymn, Gerharde serves as a kind of
“forerunner” by giving us a prayer ofrcpcntancc. It bcgins with a question and a prayer that we might
receive our Lord in faith. As each individual Christian sings this hymn, he personally reflects on the
rcdcmption of Christ’s coming in the flesh, in His Word, and in his judgmcnt.

Text Commentary

Stanzas 1&2

How shall we meet our Lord? The crowd in Jerusalem welcomed Christ with palm branches and shouts of
“Hosanna,” and so do we. We long to greet our Lord who is our hope and heart’s delight and who alone can
kindle the fire of the Holy Spirit within us. Like the wise virgins (Matthew 25:10), we trim our lamps and
watch for his coming. We aim to p]ease him in humility and service. We praise and honor his name with
songs and psalms as our heart “blooms” forever.

Stanzas 3&4

How shall we meet our Lord? We deserve his wrath and condemnation. We are chained by sin, burdened by
guilt, and ashamed of our failures. But the Lord does not wait for us to free ourselves. He enters the prison,
shatters our fetters, and leads us into liberty (Isaiah 61:1). He gives us freedom and honor and gifts us with
his glorious crown of life (Revelation 2:10). What prompts him to give us so great a heavenly treasure? His
love. “Loved caused your incarnation; Love brought you down to me.” Love, not compulsion, moved him to bear
our frailty and die our death. Here the sinless One takes the sinner’s place and embraces “our lost and fallen
race.”

Stanzas 5&6

How shall we meet our Lord? The burden of sin and guilt is real, heavy, and terrifying. Yet nothing in us
prevents Christ’s love, and nothing in us can erase His grace. He comes forgiving sin and securing life for us
in heaven. There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans &:1). So, when he
returns as the Judge of all (Revelation 22:20), his return will be terror for those who reject Him; but for us it
is a radiant, blessed hope. We await our Lord’s appearing. He is the Light who dispels the world’s darkness
and gathers His redeemed into eternal joy. He will “guide us safely home.”
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