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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us
togcthcr here for his Worship. Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life,
forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How lovely
is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”

“JESUS, THE ROOT OF JESSE’S TREE”
Advent is a time to reflect on Jesus’ coming at Christmas. It is a time to look with hope toward His coming
again at the restoration of all creation. It is a time to recognize Jesus’ coming to us now in His Word,
Baptism, and Holy Communion. In a world that often feels ungrounded and rootless, we find during
Advent deep and abiding hope in Jesus as the root of our life and faith. As the roots of a tree nourish it,
keep it grounded, and cause it to grow, so Jesus, the root of Jessc’s tree, nourishes us, grounds us, and causes
us to grow in faith. As we prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth, we pause to be grounded and rooted in Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith.

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL
WELCOME
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS HYMN SING
EVENING PRAYER
SERVICE OF LIGHT
OPENING HYMN What Hope! An Eden Prophesied LSB 342
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1 What hope! An E - den proph-e - sied Where tame live with the wild;
2 A shoot will sprout from Jes - se’sstem, A branch from Da-vid’s line,
3 As ban-ner of God’slove un-furled,Christ came to suf-fer loss,
4 Come, Je-sus, come, Mes - si - ah Lord, Lost Par - a - dise re -store;
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The lamb and i - on side by side, Led by a lit - tle child!
A Prince of Peace in Beth-le - hem: The fruitof God’s de - sign.
That by His death a dy - ing world Would ral-ly to the cross.
Lead past the an-gel’s flam-ing sword— Come, o-pen heav-en’s door.
Stand



o |
{en>——
Dol e o "
o
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - Iu - mine Your Church.
PHOS HILARON LSB 244
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho -ly Spir - it:
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ev - er O Son of God, O Giv-er of life:
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the u - ni- verse pro-claims Your glo - rv
THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT LSB 245
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Blesséd are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,

who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of

%—m‘u’a e oot

Q) —

fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci- ful, and You love Your whole cre-a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.
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A - men.
Sit
PSALM 141 LSB 245
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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(I O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri- fice.
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@ Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e-vil - do - ers.
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@M But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref - uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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(P)Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-
kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church
on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

@ Amen.

PSALM Psalm 9z
Tt is good to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
*to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
and your faithfulness by night,
sto the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre.
“For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work;
at the works of your hands I sing for joy.
‘How great are your works, O LORD!
Your thoughts are very deep!
“The stupid man cannot know;
the fool cannot understand this:
7that though the wicked sprout like grass and all evildoers flourish,
they are doomed to destruction forever;
‘but you, O LORD,
are on high forever.
?For behold, your enemies, O LORD, for behold, your enemies shall perish;
all evildoers shall be scattered.
“But you have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox;
you have poured over me fresh oil.
"My eyes have seen the downfall of my enemies;
my ears have heard the doom of my evil assailancs.
2The righteous flourish like the palm tree
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
“They are planted in the house of the LORD;
they flourish in the courts of our God.
“They still bear fruit in old age;
they are ever full of sap and green,
5to declare that the LORD is upright;
he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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N O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

M LSB 357
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10 come, O come, Em - man - u - el And ran - som
2 O come, Thou Wis -dom from on high, Who or - d’rest
30 come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from
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cap - tive Is - ra - el That mourns in lone - ly
all things might - i - ly; To us the path of
tribes on Si - nai’s height In an - cient times didst
Sa - tan’s tyr - an - ny That trust Thy might - y
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ex - ile here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
knowl - edge show, And teach wus in her ways to go.
give the Law In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.
pow’r to save, And give them vic - t'ry oOer the grave.
A Refrain
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Em - man - u - el
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Shall come to thee, 0] Is - ra - el

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery.
Refrain

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to ﬂight.
Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace.
Refrain



FIRST READING Genesis 22:1-18

‘After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am 1.”
*He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and
offer him there as a burnt offcring on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham
rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his
son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which
God had told him. *On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. "Then
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and
worship and come again to you.” “And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on
[saac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together.
7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said,
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” *Abraham said, “God
will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them
together.

"When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and
laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.
“Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. “But the angel of the
LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am 1.” *He
said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God,
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes
and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham
went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. “So Abraham called
the name of that place, “The LORD will provide™; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the
LORD it shall be provided.”

5And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myselfl
have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your
only son, "I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and
as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, *and in
your offspring shall all the nations of the carth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

PJO Lord, have mercy on us.
@ Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:17-22
7By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises
was in the act of‘of‘f‘ering up his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring
be named.” “He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which,
ﬁguratively speaking, he did receive him back. *“By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob
and Esau. *By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over
the head of his staff. “By faith ]oseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the

[sraclites and gave directions concerning his bones.

P O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



(P Inmany and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

CATECHESIS
(P) What do the Scriptures teach of the birth of Jesus?
They teach that Jesus Christ, the God-man, was born of the Virgin Mary.
P Where is this in Scripture?
Isaiah 7:14, “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name

Immanuel,” and Luke 2:7, “She gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling
cloths and laid Him in a manger.”

SERMON “Jesus, the Root of Jesse’s Tree”

VOTUM
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Stand



MAGNIFICAT

Luke 1:46-55

Refrain
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shown strength withHis . . . . ... ... ... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . .. ... ... .. things,
5Glo - ry be to the Father andtothe . . . . . .. ... .. Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ........... His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . . ... ... ... ... ... ..... is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . .. ... ... ... ... ... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be hold, fromthis . .. .. ... .. ........ day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . . ... .. ........ fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
O, ‘
'L’ ] | — | %
Do —i ] [ —
o) o o
1 all generationswill ... ............ call me blessed.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5is now, and will be forever. . . . .. ... ... A - men. Refrain



LITANY

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung

simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For Matthew, our Synodical President, for Jon, our District President, for all pastors in Christ,
for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Donald, for Greg, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that
they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil,
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant
mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruics of the earth, and for peaceful times, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

COLLECT
P  God of hope, You graciously provided a Savior for us, who is now the root of our faith and life.
Root us and ground us in Jesus, so that our lives may not be swayed by every temptation that
comes. In the midst of a constantly wavering world, let our lives be signs of Your abiding and
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
COLLECT FOR PEACE
® O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live
in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER LSB 251
@Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
@ Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 252
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION LSB 252
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the Father, the *I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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CLOSING HYMN Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus LSB 338
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ome, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
orn Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in us for-ev - er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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Dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, Joy of ev-'ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer -it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.
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