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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us
togcthcr here for his Divine Service. Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of
life, forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”

Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and
blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting
Jesus” own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion.

In our readings today: Sometimes life requires the astonishing patience of Job. Like him, we are to rejoice in the

midst of affliction, be grounded in repentance under the cross of Christ, and hope relentlessly in His resurrection, that
we might see “the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful” (James 5:11). In the promise of the
Gospel, therefore, “be patient” and “establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand” (James 5:7, 8). Like St.
John the Baptist, whatever your own kind of prison or suffering may be, call upon Jesus and receive the strength of His
Word from those He sends to you. For as “the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the
deaf hear, and the dead are raised up,” so is the Good News of Jesus preached to you also (Matt. 11:5). He comes and
restores the fortunes of Zion, His Holy Church, so that “sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Is. 35:10).

A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in
spirit and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may
repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen.

Exchange of Peace: By the second century, it was common for Christians to follow St. Paul’s
encouragement to “greet one another with a holy kiss” (Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians
13:12) during the Church’s Worship. Though the place in the Worship service and the manner of this greeting
have changed throughout the Church’s history, it has always served as a sign of reconciliation and of the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of‘peace (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:2-3). It’s more than a simple “holy
howdy” or a warm greeting to one another. Instead, it’s an extension of the reconciliation and forgiveness
that Jesus has accomplished for us. We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with
you.”

Please stand and remain standing



OPENING HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers LSB 515
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be-liev - ers, And let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun - tain Pro - claim the Bride-groom near;

3 The saints, who here in pa - tience Their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex-pec-ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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The eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, And dark-er night is near.
Go forth as He ap - proach - es With al - le - lu-ias clear.
Shall live and reign for - ev - er When sor-row is no more.
A A - rise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The Bride-groom is a - ris - ing And soon is draw -ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast is wait - ing; The gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry The Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, We plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; At mid - night comes the cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; The Bride-groom 1is at hand.
In  tri-umph cast be - fore Him Their di - a - dems of gold.
The day of earth’s re - demp - tion That sets Your peo - ple free!

INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name).
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
(P} In the name of the Father and of the "t Son and of the Holy Spirit.
CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ).
P

Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

(P)
(P)

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.



P

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor).

@

INTROIT: (We enter God’s house with Psalms of praise).

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Psalm 71:14—18; antiphon: Philippians 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord always; again [ will say, Rejoice.

I will hope continually

and will praise you yet more and more.
My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all the day,

for their number is past my knowledge.
With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD I will come;
I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone.

O God, from my youth you have taught me,

and [ still proclaim your wondrous deeds.

So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me,

until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all those to come.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.



KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”). LSB 186
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Lord, have mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent and Lent.

SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).
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@ The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years. They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day).
(P] Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by
Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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A - men.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING [saiah 35:1~10

"The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
*it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The g]ory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.
"Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
“Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
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Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
"Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the cars of the deaf unstopped;
*then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
7the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
*And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;

even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.

9No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on ig;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
°And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

’Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,

whose hope is in the LORD his God,

"Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
T will praise the LORD as 10ng as I live;

[ will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

*Put not your trust in princes,

in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.

“When his breath departs he returns to the earth;

on that very day his plans perish.

Psalm 146; antiphon: v. 5



"Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God,
*who made heaven and earch, the sea, and all chat is in them,
who keeps faith forever;
"who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free;
8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LoRD loves the righteous.
’The LORD watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the facherless,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
“The LORD will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD!
’Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God,

EPISTLE READING James 5:7—11
7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. *You
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. ?Do not grumble
against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the
door. “As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name
of the Lord. "Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and

merciful.

@) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA LSB 190
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Al-le - lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ida. Alde-1lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-15
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chaprer.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
*When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples *and said
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” “And Jesus answered them,
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: >the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
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cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. °And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? *What then did you go out to see? A man
dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings” houses. "What then did
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. “This is he of whom it is
written,
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you.’
"Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the
Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. “From the days of
]ohn the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by
force. “For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, “and if you are willing to accepr it,
he is Elijah who is to come. "He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

@) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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APOSTLES’ CREED (From the Latin, “Credo,” meaning “I believe.” We say back to God what He says to us).

Sit

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY: Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding LSB 345
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice  is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv’'n;
with His mer - cy And with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!
SERMON “Be Patient”
(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today).
Stand
OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise).
H | . . | .
L
[ [ [ f '
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re -
' e
o | | 1 i' r L — — P —— r 1
new a right spir-it with - in me. Cast me not a -
| | | ! ! | | ! !
' 52 i | o — { e — | 1 I —
o RS
way fromThy pres-ence,and take not Thy Ho-ly  Spir-it
H | . | .
A% T o ——— T T —— — } H i ——T—1 H
[ o WL/ ] 1 1 I ] ] I I ] 1 | I
N |
" from me. Re - store un - to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
| . P
A Fyr——o o+t 4+ +—+—+p1—+—1—+1

tion, and up - hold me with Thy free spir-it.



Sit
OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world).
P Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper). LSB 194
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P The Lord be with you.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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It is meet and right so to do.

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape
from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus). LSB 195
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - rv. Ho -san - na,
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Ho-san - na,ho-san - na, ho-san-na in the high - est.
LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197

(P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine). LSB 197
P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My +t blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

MC_”
PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace). LSB 197
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AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins). LSB 198
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sic
Silent Prayer before Communing:
Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, The  bleed - ing
4 QOur glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy  wel - come
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burst, The i - ron fet - ters yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.
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Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness LSB 636
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2 Has - ten as a bride to meet Him, And with
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O - pen wide the gates be-fore Him, Say - ing, as you
Though the wealth of earth were prof - fered, None could buy the
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f) oy .
I = i I i I I ! T
\;)V : r }v ) dl - ! . > >
ban - quet found - ed; He, though heav’'n-ly, high, and
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ho - ly, Deigns to dwell with you most low - ly.
ceive  You, That I nev - er - more will leave  You.
riv - en, And His blood, for you once giv - en.
la - tion, Pledge and seal of my sal - va - tion!

(stanzas 5-8 on next page)
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5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 7 Lord, by love and mercy driven,
Truest friend, and dearest treasure, You once left Your throne in heaven
Peace beyond all understanding, On the cross for me to languish
Joy into all life expanding; And to die in bitter anguish,
Humbly now, I bow before You, To forego all joy and gladness
Love incarnate, I adore You; And to shed Your blood in sadness.
Worthily let me receive You By this blood redeemed and living,
And, so favored, never leave You. Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.
6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 8  Jesus, bread of life, I pray You,
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, Let me gladly here obey You.
Jesus, joy of my desiring, By Your love I am invited,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring: Be Your love with love requited,;
At Your feet I cry, my maker, By this Supper let me measure,
Let me be a fit partaker Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Of this blessed food from heaven, Through the gift of grace You give me
For our good, Your glory, given. As Your guest in heav'n receive me.
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus LSB 338
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1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in us for-ev - er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;
R e
> . >
NS ® i 1 ’—‘—’—d—f—‘—@—fjj—d—f—!'—'—é—kl
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Dear de - sire of ev-’ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer-it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.

Silent Prayer after Communing;:

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity wich Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

@ Th@ bOdy and bl()()d O[" our LOI‘d J€SUS (:hl'iSt Stl’CI’lgthCI’l and preserve you in b()dy Ell'ld SOUl to

life everlasting. Depart I in peace.
Amen.
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Stand

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).
Nunc Dimirttis LSB 199

A e —F
HO—— o O — — — —— =
Y] 4 \ I ‘ [
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
T 9 ﬂu T f ‘ ‘ T T T -
How—H— 5 —— — ——m——"
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
2ty | T —Fr :
e T S ——— -
H -- e e e S ——— " <o E— |
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
230} | | I T " T | | | | f T " T
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a light to light-en the Gen -tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
[ Ih ﬂu T ‘\ I T — ]
: ————1— N — s '
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A peo-ple Is - ra - el. Glo - ry be to the Father and
o | | . .
o | | | | | | | |
e e e e o
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
T 9 ﬂlu T ———— | — f ‘ T |
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world witheutend. A -men
THANKSGIVING
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@ O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives).
(P} Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who livw You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
]
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A - men.
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BENEDICAMUS
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy Spir - it.
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us). LSB 202
4 b
fon—1 iy - f ol
\;)u [ ——  —
14 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
P-4 4
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I« give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men

Sit
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CLOSING HYMN: O Lord, How Shall I Meet You LSB 334
f « . .
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10 Lord, how shall I meet You, How wel - come You a-right?
2 Your Zi - on strews be - fore You Green boughs and fair-est palms;
31 lay in fet-ters, groan - ing; You came to set me free.
4 Love caused Your in - car - na - tion; Love brought You down to me.
9 ﬁu. . T i i I ; T .
(e — —o ( —— ] o ] ! I I 4
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Your peo-ple long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s de - light!
And I too will a-dore You With joy - ous songs and psalms.
I stood, my shame be - moan - ing; You came to hon - or me.
Your thirst for my sal - va - tion Pro-cured my lib - er - ty.
ey
(0] kin-dle, Lord most ho - 1ly, Your lamp with - in my breast
My heart shall bloom for -ev - er For You with prais-es new
A glo-rious crown You give me, A trea - sure safe on high
Oh, love be - yond all tell - ing, That led You to em-brace
9 ﬂu. ; . T ; f I .
(5t i i I — ———— i I i
S o o © ° L o ¢ o=
To do in spir - it low - 1ly All that may please You best.
And from Your name shall nev - er With-hold the hon - or due.
That will not fail or Ileave me As earth-ly rich - es fly.
In love, all love ex - cel - ling, Our lost and fall - en race.
5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 6 He comes to judge the nations,

Cannot His love erase;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.
He comes, for you procuring
. ~
The peace of sin forgiv'n,
His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav'n.

Silent Prayer After Worship

A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations
And blessed hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth Your beams so cheering,
And guide us safely home.

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

16



Hymn of the Month: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (LSB 334)

Text Background

As we bcgin our Church Year with the Advent of our Lord, we remember Christ’s threefold coming; 1) in
His flesh when he was conceived and born of the Virgin Mary; 2) in the preaching of His Word even now;
and 3) in His final judgment on the Last Day. We follow St. John the Baptist’s preparatory words as we
repent of our sins and look to Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

This hymn is one of Gerhardt’s best-known hymns, and in this hymn, Gerharde serves as a kind of
“forerunner” by giving us a prayer ofrcpcntancc. It bcgins with a question and a prayer that we might
receive our Lord in faith. As each individual Christian sings this hymn, he personally reflects on the
rcdcmption of Christ’s coming in the flesh, in His Word, and in his judgmcnt.

Text Commentary

Stanzas 1&2

How shall we meet our Lord? The crowd in Jerusalem welcomed Christ with palm branches and shouts of
“Hosanna,” and so do we. We long to greet our Lord who is our hope and heart’s delight and who alone can
kindle the fire of the Holy Spirit within us. Like the wise virgins (Matthew 25:10), we trim our lamps and
watch for his coming. We aim to p]ease him in humility and service. We praise and honor his name with
songs and psalms as our heart “blooms” forever.

Stanzas 3&4

How shall we meet our Lord? We deserve his wrath and condemnation. We are chained by sin, burdened by
guilt, and ashamed of our failures. But the Lord does not wait for us to free ourselves. He enters the prison,
shatters our fetters, and leads us into liberty (Isaiah 61:1). He gives us freedom and honor and gifts us with
his glorious crown of life (Revelation 2:10). What prompts him to give us so great a heavenly treasure? His
love. “Loved caused your incarnation; Love brought you down to me.” Love, not compulsion, moved him to bear
our frailty and die our death. Here the sinless One takes the sinner’s place and embraces “our lost and fallen
race.”

Stanzas 5&6

How shall we meet our Lord? The burden of sin and guilt is real, heavy, and terrifying. Yet nothing in us
prevents Christ’s love, and nothing in us can erase His grace. He comes forgiving sin and securing life for us
in heaven. There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans &:1). So, when he
returns as the Judge of all (Revelation 22:20), his return will be terror for those who reject Him; but for us it
is a radiant, blessed hope. We await our Lord’s appearing. He is the Light who dispels the world’s darkness
and gathers His redeemed into eternal joy. He will “guide us safely home.”
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