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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us
togcthcr here for his Divine Service. Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of
life, forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and

blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting
Jesus” own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion.

In our readings today: The Fourth Sunday in Advent turns our attention toward the Nativity of Our Lord. With
the blessed Virgin Mary, we await the coming of the Christ, her Son, conceived in her womb by the Word and Spirit of
God. This fulfillment of the sign once given to the house of David, that “the virgin shall conceive and bear a son” (I.

7:14), is now given to us in the Gospel. It declares that salvation is by His grace alone, entirely His work and a free
gift. It also is the way and means by which the Lord our God is Immanuel, “God with us.” The almighty and eternal
Son of God is conceived and born of Mary, and is thus “descended from David according to the flesh” (Rom. 1:3-4). He
comes in this way to save us with His own flesh and blood; wherefore, He is called “Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). As Joseph received this sign in faith and immediately “did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him” (Matt. 1:24), we also live by faith in this Holy Gospel.

A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in
spirit and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may
repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen.

Exchange of Peace: By the second century, it was common for Christians to follow St. Paul’s
encouragement to “greet one another with a holy kiss” (Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians
13:12) during the Church’s worship. Though the p]ace in the worship service and the manner of this greeting
have changed throughout the Church’s history, it has always served as a sign of reconciliation and of the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:2-3). It’s more than a simple “holy
howdy” or a warm greeting to one another. Instead, it’s an extension of the reconciliation and forgiveness
that Jesus has accomplished for us. We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with
you.”

Please stand and remain standing



OPENING HYMN O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide LSB 355
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10 Sav ior, rend the heav - ens wide;
20 Fa ther, light from heav - en send;
30 earth, in flow’r - ing bud be seen;
40 Fount of hope, how long, how long?
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Come down, come down with  might - y stride;
As morn - ing dew, o Son, de - scend.
Clothe hill and dale in garb  of green.
When  will You come with com - fort strong?
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Un - lock the gates, the doors break down;
Drop down, you clouds, the life of  spring:
Bring forth, 0] earth, a blos - som rare,
(0] come, 0] come, Your throne fore - go;
H . .
e —————— —F i
Un - bar the way to heav - en’s CTOWI.
To Ja - cob’s line rain down the King.
Our Sav ior, sprung from mead - ow fair.
Con - sole us in our vale of woe.
5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 7 There shall we all our praises bring
When will our hearts behold Your dawn? And sing to You, our Savior King;
O Sun, arise; without Your light There shall we laud You and adore
WC grope il’l gloom and dark 0{: l’light. FOTGVCT and forevermore.
6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
O come, lead us with mighty hand

From exile to our promised land.

INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name).

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ).

P

P)
P)

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P)

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor).

@

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT: (We enter God’s house with Psalms of praise). Psalm 130:5-8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,

that the mountains might quake at your presence.

[ wait for the LORD, my soul waits,

and in his word I hope;

my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning,

more than watchmen for the morning.

O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love,

and with him is plentiful redemption.

And he will redeem Israel

from all his iniquities.

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,

that L’hﬁ mountains 7?’liql’llf quake at your pVﬁ'SCi’lCC.
O



GLORIA PATRI
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy ”). LSB 186
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent and Lent.

SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years. They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day).

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING

P Letus pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your mighe, that the sins which weigh us
down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Isaiah 7:10-17
“Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, "“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol
or high as heaven.” “But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and T will not put the LORD to the test.”
SAnd he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you
weary my God also? “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. "He shall eat curds and honey
when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. “For before the boy knows how to

4



PSALM

refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 7The
LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s house such days as
have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”
(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 24; antiphon: v. 7
7Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
"The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof,
the world and those who dwell therein,
*for he has founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.
5Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
And who shall stand in his holy place?
*He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully.
"He will receive blessing from the LORD
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
*Such is the generation of those who seck him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.
7Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
*Who is this King of glory?
The LorbD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!
9Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
*Who is this King ofglory?
The LorD of hosts, he is the King of glory!
7Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.

EPISTLE READING Romans 1:1—7

‘Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, *which he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, *concerning his Son, who was
descended from David according to the flesh “and was declared to be the Son of God in power
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,
5through whom we have received grace and apost]eship to bring about the obedience of faith for
the sake of his name among all the nations, ‘“including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

@) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

ALLELUIA LSB 190
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chaper.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
“Now the birch of]csus Christ took placc in this way. When his mocher Mary had been

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. “And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to
divorce her quietly. **But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. *She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.” **All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken
by the prophet:
#*Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). **When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, »but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he

called his name Jesus.
(P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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NICENE CREED (From the Latin, “Credo,” meaning “I believe.” We say back to God what He says to us).

[ believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;



who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "« of the world to come. Amen.

Sic
HYMN OF THE DAY: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357
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pow’r to save, And give them vic - t'ry o’er the grave.



Refrain
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Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.

Refrain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Refrain

SERMON

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind

In one the hearts of all mankind,;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thysclf our King of Peace.
Refrain

“He Will Save His People From His Sins”

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today).

Stand

OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise).
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OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world).
P  Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper). LSB 194
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And with thy spir - it

@® Lift wup  your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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@ Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

P TIcis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape
from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus). LSB 195
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - rv. Ho -san - na,
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Ho-san - na,ho-san - na, ho-san-na in the high - est.
LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197

(P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine). LSB 197
P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My +t blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

MC_”
PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace). LSB 197
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AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins). LSB 198
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
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Silent Prayer before Communing:
Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came LSB 356
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1 The an - gel Ga - bri- el from heav - en came,

2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou shalt  be,

3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;

4 Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was born
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With wings as drift - ed snow, with eyes as flame:
All gen - er - a - tions laud and  hon - or thee;
“To me be as it pleas - eth God,” she said.
In Beth - le-hem all on a Christ - mas morn,
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“All hail to thee, O Ilow-ly maid-en Mar - vy,

Thy son shall be Em-man-u - el, by seers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag-ni - fy God’s ho - ly name.
And Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:
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Most high-ly fa-vored la-dy” Glo - 1i - al
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy” Glo - ri - a!
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy, Glo - ri - a!
“Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy.” Glo - ri - a!
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed LSB 398
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, Great Da-vid’s great - er Son!
2 He comes with res-cue speed -y To those who suf - fer wrong,
3 He shall come down like show -ers Up - on the fruit- ful -earth;
4 Kings shall fall down be - fore Him And gold and in - cense bring;
5 O’er ev - ry foe vic - to - rious, He on His throne shall rest,
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Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, His reign on earth be - gun!
To help the poor and need - y And bid the weak be strong;
Love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, Spring in His path to birth.
All na-tions shall a - dore Him, His praise all peo-ple sing.
From age to age more glo - rious, All bless-ing and all - blest.
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He comes to break op - pres-sion, To set the cap-tive free,

To give them songs for sigh - ing, Their dark-ness turn to light,
Be - fore Him on the moun-tains Shall peace, the her-ald, go;
To Him shall prayer un - ceas - ing And dai - ly vows as - cend;
The tide of time shall nev - er His COV - € - nant re - move;
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To take a - way trans-gres-sion And rule in eq - ul -ty

Whose souls, con-demnedand dy - ing, Were pre-ciousin His sight.
And  righ-teous - ness in foun-tains From hill to val - ley flow.
His king-dom  still in - creas-ing, A  king-dom with - out end.
His  name shall stand for - ev - e— That name to us is Love.
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Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come LSB 350
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1 Come, Thou pre - cious Ran - som, come, On - ly hope for
2En - ter now my  wait - ing heart, Glo - rious King and
3 My ho - san - nas and my palms Gra - cious - ly re -
A 4 Hail! Ho - san - na, Da - vid’s Son! Je - sus, hear our
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Lord most ho - ly. Dwell in me and ne’er de - part,
ceive, 1 pray Thee; Ev - er- more, as best I can,
sup - pli - ca - tion! Let Thy king - dom, scep - ter, crown,
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O - pen are to Thee all por - tals. Come, Thy beau - ty
Though I am but poor and low - ly. Ah, what rich - es
Sav - ior, I will hom-age pay Thee, And in faith 1
Bring us bless-ing and sal - va - tion, That for - ev - er

) # . . ‘

A2 - ! ~ o - - I 1 1
D—1 ~ - - ! I = . * G
d I I I ! I

let us see; Anx - ious - ly we wait  for Thee.
will be mine When Thou art my guest di - vine!
will em - brace, Lord, Thy mer - it through Thy grace.
we may sing: Hail! Ho - san - na to our King.

Silent Prayer after Communing:

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and lzfc eternal; rhrough Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said.
(P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to
life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

Amen.
Stand
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
H u . | |
A — i H
HO—— oo S B — — — t‘
Y] 4 I f ' [
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
H ¢
AT —— | —
1

8 |
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3
.
1

cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
13



{tt
e
L )
QL
\IR
L
L 110

Mo

which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen -tiles and the glo - ry of Thy

) |
2 ) T ! I I

L=
-

I
I
[o”)

>

peo-ple Is - ra - el. Glo - ry be to the Father and

G et J 44 .
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
T ' e ——
e E—T— o
=D L H—t—F—F—+% = to—o—— t— —H
isnow, and ev-er shall be, world witheutend. A -men.
THANKSGIVING
f) #
- - 3 |
Hes—— i ' ]
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@ O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1is good,
\ 9 #u. —] —— N
"o e — E—— 1
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives).
P Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICAMUS
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it

14



§ 4.
@—H’T —
Bless we the Lord.
s —— 1
= o - —= H
Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us).
At —— —
"% - —— %
e
14 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
B/
Hey——io -  — e —
D)
His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
H 4 4
o U 1
%\ ) ( —— i\ —
The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I« give you peace.
) 4.4 i ;
(Lﬂv 'I]':T o) G’{ IG vl v L”JI O
Q) | ~——
A-men, a-men, a - 1mnen.
Sit
CLOSING HYMN: O Lord, How Shall I Meet You LSB 334
9 #u. . I ! I T . T . S
Cmv 7 I ' ' —— i o ] i — =
— e - L — —-E—- T ———
10 Lord, how shall I meet You, How wel - come You a-right?
2 Your Zi - on strews be - fore You Green boughs and fair-est palms;
31 lay in fet- ters, groan - ing; You came to set me free.
4 Love caused Your in - car - na - tion; Love brought You down to me.
9 ﬁu. . T i f I ; T .
(e — ] ' ——— ' ' ] ! ! ] 4
S e
Your peo-ple long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s de - light!
And I too will a-dore You With joy - ous songs and psalms.
I stood, my shame be - moan - ing; You came to hon - or me.
Your thirst for my sal - va - tion Pro-cured my lib - er - ty.
e e
i | = (o) > | | | y | | | | | I &
(0] kin-dle, Lord most ho - 1y, Your lamp with - in my breast
My heart shall bloom for -ev - er For You with prais-es new

A glo-rious crown You give me, A trea - sure safe on high
Oh, love be - yond all tell - ing, That led You to em-brace
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To do in spir - it low ly All that may please You best.
And from Your name shall nev er With-hold the hon - or due.
That will not fail or leave me As earth-ly rich -es fly.
In love, all love ex - cel - ling, Our lost and fall - en race.

5 Sin’s debr, that fearful burden,

Cannot His love erase;

Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.

He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv'n,

His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav'n.

Silent Prayer After Worship

6 He comes to judge the nations,

A terror to His foes,

A light of consolations
And blessed hope to those

Who love the Lord’s appearing,
O glorious Sun, now come,

Send forth Your beams so cheering,
And guide us safely home.

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many

sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

16



Hymn of the Month: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (LSB 334)

Text Background

As we bcgin our Church Year with the Advent of our Lord, we remember Christ’s threefold coming; 1) in
His flesh when he was conceived and born of the Virgin Mary; 2) in the preaching of His Word even now;
and 3) in His final judgment on the Last Day. We follow St. John the Baptist’s preparatory words as we
repent of our sins and look to Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

This hymn is one of Gerhardt’s best-known hymns, and in this hymn, Gerharde serves as a kind of
“forerunner” by giving us a prayer ofrcpcntancc. It bcgins with a question and a prayer that we might
receive our Lord in faith. As each individual Christian sings this hymn, he personally reflects on the
rcdcmption of Christ’s coming in the flesh, in His Word, and in his judgmcnt.

Text Commentary

Stanzas 1&2

How shall we meet our Lord? The crowd in Jerusalem welcomed Christ with palm branches and shouts of
“Hosanna,” and so do we. We long to greet our Lord who is our hope and heart’s delight and who alone can
kindle the fire of the Holy Spirit within us. Like the wise virgins (Matthew 25:10), we trim our lamps and
watch for his coming. We aim to p]ease him in humility and service. We praise and honor his name with
songs and psalms as our heart “blooms” forever.

Stanzas 3&4

How shall we meet our Lord? We deserve his wrath and condemnation. We are chained by sin, burdened by
guilt, and ashamed of our failures. But the Lord does not wait for us to free ourselves. He enters the prison,
shatters our fetters, and leads us into liberty (Isaiah 61:1). He gives us freedom and honor and gifts us with
his glorious crown of life (Revelation 2:10). What prompts him to give us so great a heavenly treasure? His
love. “Loved caused your incarnation; Love brought you down to me.” Love, not compulsion, moved him to bear
our frailty and die our death. Here the sinless One takes the sinner’s place and embraces “our lost and fallen
race.”

Stanzas 5&6

How shall we meet our Lord? The burden of sin and guilt is real, heavy, and terrifying. Yet nothing in us
prevents Christ’s love, and nothing in us can erase His grace. He comes forgiving sin and securing life for us
in heaven. There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans &:1). So, when he
returns as the Judge of all (Revelation 22:20), his return will be terror for those who reject Him; but for us it
is a radiant, blessed hope. We await our Lord’s appearing. He is the Light who dispels the world’s darkness
and gathers His redeemed into eternal joy. He will “guide us safely home.”
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