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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us 
together here for his worship.  Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of life, 
forgiveness, and salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How lovely 
is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” 
 

PRELUDE  
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL 
WELCOME 

EVENING PRAYER 
SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 

OPENING HYMN      O Come, All Ye Faithful      LSB 379 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 
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PHOS HILARON  LSB 244 
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THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT  LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

PSALM Psalm 24:1, 3–5; antiphon: Psalm 2:7 
I will tell of the decree: 
 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.” 
The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 
 the world and those who dwell therein. 
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 
 And who shall stand in his holy place? 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
 who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. 
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He will receive blessing from the LORD 
 and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
I will tell of the decree: 
 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.” 

 

READING Isaiah 9:1-7 
 1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious 
the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

 



5 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

READING Isaiah 62:10-12 
Go through, go through the gates; 
 prepare the way for the people; 
build up, build up the highway; 
 clear it of stones; 
 lift up a signal over the peoples. 
Behold, the Lord has proclaimed 
 to the end of the earth: 
Say to the daughter of Zion, 
 “Behold, your salvation comes; 
behold, his reward is with him, 
 and his recompense before him.” 
And they shall be called The Holy People, 
 The Redeemed of the Lord; 
and you shall be called Sought Out, 
 A City Not Forsaken. 
 

P    O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C    Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN      Once in Royal David’s City       LSB 376 
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MEDITATION: “Unto Us a Child is Born” 
 
HYMN      Away in a Manger        LSB 364 

 

 

 

 
 
 

READING Titus 2:11-14 
 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 
present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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READING 1 John 4:7-16 
 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 
and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the 
love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 
might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us. 
 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we 
have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever 
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know 
and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, 
and God abides in him. 
 

P    O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C    Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN      What Child Is This        LSB 370 
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MEDITATION: “The Father Sent the Son” 
 

HYMN      From Heaven Above to Earth I Come      LSB 358 

 

 

 
 

5 “These are the signs that you shall mark: 
The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 
There you will find the infant laid 
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 

 

14 My heart for very joy must leap; 
My lips no more can silence keep. 
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 

 

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 
A quiet chamber set apart 
For You to dwell within my heart. 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 
Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 
While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth. 

 

READING Luke 2:1-7 
 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while 
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN      O Little Town of Bethlehem       LSB 361 

 

 

 

 
 

READING Luke 2:8-20 
 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when 
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all 
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

P    O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C    Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN      Angels We Have Heard on High      LSB 368 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MEDITATON: “Good News of Great Joy” 
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HYMN      Hark! The Herald Angels Sing       LSB 380 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING 
 “O Holy Night”                composed by Adolphe Adam; sung by Gabrielle Piestch 

 
 

LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
(The Pastor will light his candle from the Christ candle in the Advent wreath, symbolizing the Light of Christ going 
out to the ends of the earth through the preaching of the Gospel. The ushers will light their candles from the Pastor’s 
candle. The usher will then light the candle of the worshiper in each pew nearest the center aisle. When lighting your 
candle, please dip the unlit candle toward the lit candle, always keeping the lit candle upright. This will avoid dripping 
hot wax on the floor, pews, or on your hand. Parents, please carefully help any young children with their candle.) 
 

Stand  
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LITANY 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung 
simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

 

 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For Matthew, our Synodical President, for Jon, our District President, for all pastors in Christ, 

for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For Donald, for Greg, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that 

they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let 

us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 
mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let 

us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

The prayers then continue: 
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Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure 
confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live 
in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  LSB 251 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS  LSB 252 

 

 
BENEDICTION  LSB 252 

 
 

Sit 
 

CLOSING HYMN      Silent Night, Holy Nigh      LSB 363 

 

 

 

 
 

(As the service concludes, you are encouraged to pray silently, meditating upon God’s love shown to you when Christ 
came into the world to save you from your sins.  As the lights come back on in the sanctuary, please extinguish your 
candle and leave it in the box in the narthex as you leave tonight.) 
 

THE POSTLUDE 
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