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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us
togcthcr here for his Divine Service. Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of
life, forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and

blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting
Jesus” own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion.

In our readings today: The Lord sends out His ministers of the Gospel to make disciples “of all the nations,” so

that “all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” For the Lord has “bared his holy arm” in the
incarnate Christ (Is. 52:7, 10). The Child in the manger, born of the Virgin Mary, is the very Word of God, the only
begotten Son of the Father, “whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world” (Heb.
1:2). As “all things were made through him” (John 1:3), so are all things redeemed and made new in Him. In His body of
flesh and blood, we behold “the radiance of the glory of God” (Heb. 1:3), “glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth” (John 1:14). He dwells among us in peace that we might have life and light and salvation in Him.

For by His Word of the Gospel, we are born again as the children of God, bearing His name and sharing His eternal
life.

A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in
spirit and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may
repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen.

Please Stand and face the Processional Cross
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INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name).

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

@) In the name of the Father and of the ¥ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ).
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

@) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor).

(P] Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT: (We enter God’s house with Psalms of praise). Psalm 98:1~4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lorb, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonddﬁtl Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince Q/‘Peace.
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

(From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy ”).
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HYMN OF PRAISE: (We join the church in heaven and on earth in a song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter).

Gloria in Excelsis
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.
SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).

@ The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years. They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day).
(P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the

bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING I[saiah 52:7-10

"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,

who publishes peace, who brings good news ofhappiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”

*The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
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together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
9Break forth togcthcr into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
“The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,

and all cthe ends of the earch shall see

the salvation of our God.

®) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 2; antiphon: v. 7
7T will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.
"Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
*The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together,
against the LORD and against his anointed, saying,
*Let us burst their bonds apart
and cast away their cords from us.”
“He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord holds them in derision.
Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
and terrify them in his fury, saying,
®“As for me, I have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.”
7 will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.
*Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.
9You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
“Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
be warned, O rulers of the earth.
"Serve the LORD with fear,
and rejoice with trembling.
Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quick]y kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
7T will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.
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EPISTLE READING
‘Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, *but in

Stand

these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things,

Hebrews 1:1—12

through whom also he created the world. *He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact

imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as

much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you™?
Or again,
“I will be to him a father,
and he shall be to me a son”?
°And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
70Of the angels he says,
“He makes his angels winds,
and his ministers a flame of fire.”
*But of the Son he says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,

the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.
o

?You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”
°And,
“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;
“they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like a garment,
2]ike a robe you will roll them up,
like a garment they will be changed.
But you are the same,
and your years will have no end.”

) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA

Al-le -lu - da. Alldle-lu - ija Alle-lu

ia.



HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1-18
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
0
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. *He was

in the bcginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing

made that was made. *In him was life, and the life was the light of men. "The light shines in the
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darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ’He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him. *He was not the light, but came to bear witness
about the light.

9The true light, which Cnlightcns everyone, was coming into the world. “He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. "He came to his own, and
his own people did not receive him. *But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God, “who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh
nor of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 5(John bore witness about him, and cried out,
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.™)
“And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 7For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ®®No one has ever seen God; the only God, who
is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
®) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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NICENE CREED (From the Latin, “Credo,” meaning “I believe.” We say back to God what He says to us).
[ believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
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and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I« of the world to come. Amen.

Sic
HYMN OF THE DAY: We Praise You, Jesus, ar Your Birth LSB 382
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(s[anzas 5-7 on next page)
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The very Son of God sublime 7 All this for us our God has done

Entered into carthly time Granting love through His own Son.
To lead us from this world of cares Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice
To heaven’s courts as blessed heirs. And sing His praise with endless voice.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

In poverty He came to earth
Showing mercy by His birth;
He makes us rich in heav'nly ways
As we, like angcls, sing His praise.

Alleluia!

SERMON “Born of God: The Child Who Makes Children”

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today).

Stand

Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world).

OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise).
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OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).

P Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper). LSB 194
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It is meet and right so to do.

P TIcis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the
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mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seecing
You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus). LSB 195
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LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197
(P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us thar He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine). LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My +t blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”
PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace). LSB 197
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AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lam
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b who was sacrificed for our sins).
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Silent Prayer before Communing:

Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in

Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Let Our Gladness Have No End LSB 381
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4In - to flesh 18 made the Word, al - le - lu - 1a!
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O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is LSB 372
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come to  serve the sin - ner in great meek - ness.
heav’n - ly rich - es all  our loss re - triev - ing.
of good cheer  and let no sor - row move thee!
9 ﬁu. . I . | > f
V 4N W ] I I I | P o | !
GRS s - e = =
For there, O Lord, Doth lie the Word Made
Thou, God’s own Son, With us art one, Dost
Im - man-u - el Thy birth doth quell The
For God’s own Child, In mer - cy mild, Joins
2ty —_—
o
flesh for us; here - in Thy grace forth shin - eth.
join us and our chil - dren in our weak - ness.
pow’r of hell and Sa - tan’s bold de - ceiv - ing.
thee to Him; how great - ly God must love  thee!
Remember thou 6 The world may hold
What glory now Her wealth and gold;

The Lord prepared thee for
sadness.

The angel host

Can never boast

Zl” earthly

Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness.
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But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true

treasure.
To Him hold fast
Until at last

A crown be thine and honor in full measure.



God Loves Me Dearly

LSB 392

f) 4 .
A — — . | — i . -
o W o s - | r
1 God loves me dear - ly, Grants me sal -
21 was in slav - Iy, Sin, death, and
3 He sent forth Je - sus, My dear Re -
4 Je - sus, my Sav - ior, Him - self did
5 Now I will praise You, 0] Love E -
9 .ﬁu f pm——— — ‘i i : : ! i ;
'% H i i L r i | | [ & & |
ANV & b & o &
S) o o
va - tion, God loves me dear - ly, Loves e - ven me.
dark - ness; God’s love was work - ing To make me free.
deem - er, He sent forth Je - sus And set me free.
of - fer; Je - sus, my Sav - ior, Paid all I owed.
ter - nal; Now I  will praise You All my life long.
Ay Refrain .
[ L \ | [ I I | | | | ]
Hes—H— | » —g - ~ - - I
ﬂé & & | b et et h 1
There - fore rn say a - gain: God loves me
Pt— —_— ———
:ﬁ% - - - i & g g L L -
dear - 1ly, God loves me dear - ly, Loves e - ven me.

Silent Prayer after Communing;:
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, | may by fairli obtain and Ct@rnaiiy enjoy

Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to

Stand

life everlasting. Depart I in peace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).

Nunc Dimittis

A———— e
H——— oo S — — — —— =
o) (4 \ f ‘ [
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
T 9 ﬂu T t ‘ ‘ T T  —
Hos—1— o ——1 — — Ty
S - & s o =
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine -eyeshave seen Thy salvation,
[ Ih ﬂu T > — I — i . I \
ﬁi H I > F | e - | | | | | I | I ]
EH L e e o A o B S B 1
Py ] = L&
which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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| y | y
I ] I M I M
I I | I | I = I I | | |
[o”) | - I ] = [
| I I
r 4 I &
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a light to light-en the Gen-tiles and the glo - ry of Thy

A u |
o wW T | [ T | | |
' ————+——* — oo
. | ] O OI &
A peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo-ry be to the Father and
“ | | , ,
i o e e e —
e e
to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
f) 4 — | .
o ML PN I I I ! !
fin—H i i — ——" . —g—— j 1
ANIVJ LI I I I ] [ ) - ~ - I
o T & o
isnow,and ev-er shall be, world witheutend. A -men.
THANKSGIVING
f) 4
A . ]‘
S E—— Y ii—
o
@l O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
\ 9 #u — f — I
EET ot
D) |

and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives).
(P} Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
. who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
# | |

gy i i i — i |
] \ — u |

A - men.
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BENEDICAMUS

H
gy - ]
Y

® The Lord be with you.

e e E——— |
IR T
And with thy Spir - it.
[/l
N e
7 >
D )
[y,
Bless we the Lord.
I 9 ﬁu i i ! ] T | H |
o 7 S — 7 R — E—1
[ \;)U =I .I | [l |
Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us). LSB 202
4 b
fon—1 iy - f ol
\;)u [ ——  —
14 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
P-4 4
Hey——Kf -  — e —
o)
His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
RN
ﬁn—ﬂ—kﬂ—‘—q |
%Ju ] L g .
The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I« give you peace.
9 u# t f
l"‘m 'I]':T ), ’} G rZ rd ’JI (@]
w p g I I
.) | ~——
A-men, a-men, a - men

Please Remain Standing for the Recessional Hymn
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CLOSING HYMN:

Joy to the World

) # \ N
ANSVJ I [ - —’—‘J__!l =I '; ‘\ IV I ¥
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re-ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
{n HﬂH " ﬁ | | I ﬁ | |
" % el sy
Q) ~
King; Let ev - 1y heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
9 ﬂu ! . p— f ;
:%L‘ ) I | \[ = B | i i  E——
z " 7 — e —
room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse is  found, Far as the curse is
ness And won-ders of His Ilove, And won - ders of His
l‘\? ﬁﬁ ! ! A i N f T
S
sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture sing.
Joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing JOy.
found, Far as, far  as the curse 1s found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Silent Prayer After Worship

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in

faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE
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