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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us 
together here for his Divine Service.  Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of 
life, forgiveness, and salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How 
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” 
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and 
blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with 
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting 
Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in 
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have 
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion. 

In our readings today: The Baptism of our Lord is an “epiphany” of the one true God in the flesh and blood of 
Jesus. He is the chosen servant of the Lord, anointed with the Spirit for the rescue of God’s people to “bring forth justice 
to the nations” (Is. 42:1). Thus, He makes all things new, and He is given “as a covenant for the people, a light for the 
nations” (Is. 42:6). In the waters of the Jordan, He takes His place with sinners and takes all the sins of the world upon 
Himself. He undergoes the Baptism of repentance in order to “fulfill all righteousness” for us (Matt. 3:15). He submits 
Himself to the curse of sin and death in order to redeem us. We are baptized with a Baptism like His, thereby dying 
and rising with Him, so that “we will also live with him” (Rom. 6:8). Indeed, all of us who are baptized into Christ 
Jesus are anointed with His Spirit and named by His Father as beloved and well-pleasing sons and daughters.. 
A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in 
spirit and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may 
repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake. 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand and face the Processional Cross  
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OPENING HYMN      Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered    LSB 404 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name). 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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The Baptism of:  
 

Parents: 
 

Sponsors: 
 
 
The Baptism of:  
 

Parents: 
 

Sponsors: 
 

Meritt Elaine Crane 
 

David & Bailey Crane 
 

Brody & Randi Bennight 
Mitchell & Harlye Long 
 
Wells Ray Long 
 

Mitchell & Harlye Long 
 

David & Bailey Crane 
 

The Rite of Holy Baptism is found on page 268 of the hymnal for you to follow along. 
 

Baptized into Your Name Most Holy LSB 590 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT: (We enter God’s house with Psalms of praise). Psalm 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 
I will tell of the decree: 
 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
 and the ends of the earth your possession. 
You shall break them with a rod of iron 
 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
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Serve the LORD with fear, 
 and rejoice with trembling, 
for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
 Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

 
 

KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”).  LSB 186 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: (We join the church in heaven and on earth in a song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter). 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).  

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years.  They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day). 
P Let us pray. 
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved 
Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in 
their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sit 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:1–9 
1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him; 
 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
 or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, 
 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
 till he has established justice in the earth; 
 and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5Thus says God, the LORD, 
 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people on it 
 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 
 I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
 a light for the nations, 
 7to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD; that is my name; 
 my glory I give to no other, 
 nor my praise to carved idols. 
9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 
 and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth 
 I tell you of them.” 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM Psalm 29; antiphon: v. 3 
3The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
 the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over many waters. 
1Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 
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3The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
 the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over many waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
 the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 
 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
6He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 
 and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
7The voice of the LORD 
 flashes forth flames of fire. 
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
9The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth and strips the forests bare, 
 and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 
 the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 
11May the LORD give strength to his people! 
 May the LORD bless his people with peace! 
3The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
 the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over many waters. 
 

EPISTLE READING Romans 6:1–11 
 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How 
can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life. 
 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in 
a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of 
sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has 
died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer 
has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he 
lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA  LSB 190 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

 
 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, 
the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming 
to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord    LSB 407 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
SERMON “The New Life of Holy Baptism” 
(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today). 
 

Stand 
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OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).  
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world). 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper).  LSB 194 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His 
Baptism Your voice from heaven revealed Him as Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit 
descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus).   LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine).  LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.”  The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace).  LSB 197 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins).  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
Silent Prayer before Communing: 
Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in 
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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All Christians Who Have Been Baptized LSB 596 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 
    And give God thanks forever! 
It gives the power to uplift 
    In all that you endeavor. 
When nothing else revives your soul, 
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 
    And then in death completes you. 

6 So use it well! You are made new— 
    In Christ a new creation! 
As faithful Christians, live and do 
    Within your own vocation, 
Until that day when you possess 
His glorious robe of righteousness 
    Bestowed on you forever! 
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God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It LSB 594 
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Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters LSB 598 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer after Communing: 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy 
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.  

 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 

Stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).  
Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 
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THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives). 
P  Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
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BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us).  LSB 202 

 

 
 

Please remain standing for the Recessional Hymn 
 

CLOSING HYMN:  All My Heart Again Rejoices LSB 360 
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5 Softly from His lowly manger 
    Jesus calls 
    One and all, 
“You are safe from danger. 
Children, from the sins that grieve you 
    You are freed; 
    All you need 
I will surely give you.” 

 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! 
    One and all, 
    Great and small, 
Come with songs of gladness. 
We shall live with Him forever 
    There on high 
    In that joy 
Which will vanish never. 

 
 

Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many 
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in 
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL  
POSTLUDE 
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Hymn of the Month: “All My Heart Again Rejoices” (LSB 360) 
Text Background   
This Christmas hymn of Paul Gerhardt (1607-76) was published in 1653. The original hymn has fifteen 
stanzas, but our Lutheran Service Book has kept these six stanzas that beautifully proclaim the heart of the 
hymn: what the incarnation means for us. Given that Gerhardt lived through suffering and death during 
the Thirty Years’ War and witnessed the death of five members of his family (four of them died as infants), 
his devotion to the Christ child and his confident faith in the significance of the incarnation make this 
hymn all the more moving. 
 

In this hymn, as well as all seven of Gerhardt’s Christmas hymns, you will notice how Gerhardt is not afraid 
to speak of sin, guilt, death, blood, suffering, the bearing of crosses, and even dying, even on Christmas! 
Gerhardt weaves the atonement into the incarnation, highlighting the mystery, richness, and depth of what 
it means that God should become flesh and blood, a man like one of us: “God is man, man to deliver, and the 
Son now is one with our blood forever.”  
Stanzas 1 & 2 
The song of the angelic hosts at Christ’s birth still fills the air with joy. Indeed, “all my heart rejoices” as I 
hear them, far and near, proclaim Christ’s birth. “Unto you,” the angel says, “is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” And who is He? He is the “Conqueror” of the old evil foe, that ancient 
serpent, the devil. He is the “Conqueror” of my sin and woe, all my transgressions. He is the “Conqueror” of 
the death I deserve to die and the hell that I have earned. He is the Christ child, both divine and human, 
both a helpless babe and the ruler of the universe. In Him, God becomes man, the divine puts on humanity, 
the Creator appears as a creature, and the eternal Son of God is incarnate as the Son of Man. He is “one with 
our blood forever” to redeem us by his precious blood.  
Stanzas 3 & 4 
An unbelieving heart only sees God as a vengeful judge who is displeased with humanity and angered by its 
ruin. To be sure, God hates sin and takes no pleasure in the wicked. Yet has He abandoned us in our sin? 
Has He left us to wallow in the mire of our own making? Should we fear our God’s displeasure? Look at 
what He has done: “To redeem us He has given His own Son from the throne of his might in heaven.” See the 
Lamb, exchanging our sin for His glory, suffering loss to win us heaven, giving up His life for ours! See Him 
leaving heaven’s radiance for earth’s ruins, exchanging a crown for a cross, serving as your substitute, and 
enduring the agony and death you should have suffered! He paid the penalty of your own transgression. 
Should you fear God’s displeasure? Behold His wondrous love! It gives itself freely, seeking no payment in 
return. It excludes no one. It leaves nothing in uncertainty, nothing incomplete, but offers you, through 
faith, a sure salvation.  
Stanzas 5 & 6 
The manger of Christ shows up repeatedly in Gerhardt’s Christmas hymns. The manger not only includes 
the “once-upon-a-time” event in Bethlehem, but Christ’s continual presence with His people, especially in 
Holy Communion, where the same incarnate Savior, Jesus Christ, is cradled and presented to His people. 
The shepherds and Magi found Him once in Royal David’s City, but we hasten to meet Him in the 
Sacrament. Here is where Jesus calls His children, keeps them from danger, frees them from sin, cheers 
their hearts, and leads them safely at His side until they join the choirs above. “Come, then, banish all your 
sadness… come with songs of gladness!” 

 
 


