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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us 
together here for his Divine Service.  Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of 
life, forgiveness, and salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How 
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” 
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and 
blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with 
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting 
Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in 
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have 
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion. 

In our readings today: The Lord tells His people, “I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from 
the house of slavery” (Micah 6:4). By the sacrifice of His beloved Son, He has redeemed us from our slavery of sin and 
death; He has forgiven our transgressions by the shedding of His blood. His great mercy and salvation lead us “to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly” with our God (Micah 6:8). We boast only in the incarnate and 
crucified Lord Jesus. He is “the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24). He is our life and salvation, our 
“wisdom” and “righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). Now He opens His mouth and teaches 
us His wisdom. By His cross and Passion, the kingdom of heaven is ours. We receive mercy and are satisfied; we see 
God and are called sons of God in Christ. “Blessed are you,” therefore, “when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely” on account of Christ (Matt. 5:11). 
A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in 
spirit and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may 
repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake. 
Amen.  
Exchange of Peace: By the second century, it was common for Christians to follow St. Paul’s 
encouragement to “greet one another with a holy kiss” (Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians 
13:12) during the Church’s worship. Though the place in the worship service and the manner of this greeting 
have changed throughout the Church’s history, it has always served as a sign of reconciliation and of the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:2-3). It’s more than a simple “holy 
howdy” or a warm greeting to one another. Instead, it’s an extension of the reconciliation and forgiveness 
that Jesus has accomplished for us. We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with 
you.” 
Please stand and remain standing 
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OPENING HYMN      Blessed Jesus, at Your Word        LSB 904 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name). 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ). 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor). 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT: (We enter God’s house with Psalms of praise). Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked will perish. 
Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
 nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
 and on his law he meditates day and night. 
He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not 
wither. 
 In all that he does, he prospers. 
The wicked are not so, 
 but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
 nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”).  LSB 186 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: (We join the church in heaven and on earth in a song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter). 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).  

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years.  They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day). 
P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot 
stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all 
temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6:1–8 
1Hear what the LORD says: 
Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 
 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 
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 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 
 and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM Psalm 15; antiphon: Psalm 16:1 
1Preserve me, O God, 
   for in you I take refuge. 
1O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent? 
 Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 
2He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 
 and speaks truth in his heart; 
3who does not slander with his tongue and does no evil to his neighbor, 
 nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 
4in whose eyes a vile person is despised, but who honors those who fear the Lord; 
who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 
5who does not put out his money at interest and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 
   He who does these things shall never be moved. 
1Preserve me, O God, 
   for in you I take refuge. 
 

EPISTLE READING 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
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God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who 
believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 
29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in 
Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA  LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

 
 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came 

to him. 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

NICENE CREED (From the Latin, “Credo,” meaning “I believe.”  We say back to God what He says to us).  
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Son of God, Eternal Savior      LSB 842 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON “Life Under the Reign of Heaven” 
(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today). 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise). 
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Sit 
 

OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).  
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world). 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper).  LSB 194 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what 
had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the 
nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have 
manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus).   LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine).  LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.”  The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace).  LSB 197 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins).  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Silent Prayer before Communing: 
Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in 
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me LSB 683 

 

 

 

 
 

Seek Where You May to Find a Way LSB 557 
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We Give Thee But Thine Own LSB 781 

 

 
 

5 The captive to release, 
    To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace, 
    It is a Christ-like thing. 

6 And we believe Thy Word, 
    Though dim our faith may be: 
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 
    We do it unto Thee. 

 

Silent Prayer after Communing: 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy 
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.  
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In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 

Stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).  
Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives). 
P  Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us).  LSB 202 

 

 
 
Sit 
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CLOSING HYMN:  Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me LSB 756 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many 
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in 
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL  
POSTLUDE 
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Hymn of the Month: “Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me” (LSB 756) 
Text Background   
This hymn of Paul Gerhardt (1607-76) originally consists of twelve stanzas. In the Lutheran Service Book, it 
appears in the “Hope and Comfort,” where it serves as a sung meditation on the crosses that Christians 
receive from the hand of God. It is said that the final stanza (stanza 8 of the original) was spoken by 
Gerhardt as a prayer on his deathbed. 
 

Gerhardt knew such crosses firsthand. As we have learned before, he lived through the devastation of the 
Thirty Years’ War, endured the death of family members, and was eventually removed from his call as 
pastor for remaining faithful to his ordination vows. Yet through it all, he was able to say confidently, “Why 
should cross and trial grieve me? Christ is near with His cheer; never will He leave me” (stanza 1). We praise God 
that through Gerhardt’s trials, we now have hymns to sing that continue to teach and console us as they 
remind us of our loving Savior who “knows all my woes” and who “knows how best to end them” (stanza 2). 
 

Stanzas 1, 2 & 3 
These opening stanzas establish the hymn’s question-and-answer structure, which guides the entire text.  

• 1. “Why should cross and trial grieve me?” Answer: Since Christ is near with the promise that He 
will never leave me, I therefore have all I need, and there is no reason for me to grieve. 

• 1. “Who can rob me of the heaven that God’s Son” won for me when He gave His life? Answer: The 
answer is revealed in the question. Since heaven was won for me by the death of God’s Son, no one 
can rob me of heaven. 

• 2. “When life’s troubles rise to meet me, will they defeat me? Will I be despairing?” Answer: No, we 
are not to despair or be defeated, for our loving Savior has sent the cross for our good. He who 
knows every single woe also knows how best to end them. We are not left alone in our crosses and 
trials. 

• 3. “God gives me days of gladness; should I grieve if He sends me sadness?” Answer: God defends 
and guides us day by day, moment by moment, as His love attends us. What more could we want 
or need? 

 

Stanzas 4 & 5 
Though the Lord chastens and refines us, He does so to build us up and strengthen our faith in him. The 
crosses we receive and suffer produce fruit that bears witness to Christ the Crucified. We are not a people 
of despair, but a people of thanksgiving. Martin Luther described this reality as “tentatio” – the trials that 
make a true theologian. The more we remain in God’s Word, the more the devil afflicts us. Yet this very 
affliction (tentatio) is good because it drives us back to Scripture, prayer, and Christ Himself.   
 

So, what is there to fear? Nothing can sever us from God’s joy, not even death itself. It is through the 
crosses and trials of this life that we are joined ever more closely to our Good Shepherd who gave his blood 
and died to save us. In Him, death itself is but a “portal from the strife of this life to His joy immortal.” 
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