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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us
togcthcr here for his Divine Service. Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of
life, forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and
blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with

Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting
Jesus” own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion.

In our readings today: “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming.” He comes in gentle humility,
“sitting on a donkey’s colt,” yet also as the King of Israel “in the name of the Lord” (John 12:13, 15). His royal glory is
faithful obedience and self-sacrificing service “to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:8). The love of God
is manifested in the cross and Passion of His Son for the salvation of sinners. Since He has borne our sins and suffered
our death, “God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name” (Phil. 2:9), and He
exalts us in His resurrection. Our Lord did not hide His face “from disgrace and spitting” (Is. 50:6), but He trusted His
God and Father, who raised Him from death and the grave and exalted Him to His right hand. This same King Jesus
now comes to us in gentle humilicy in His Supper, where He feeds us with His body and cleanses and covers us with
His blood, so that “after his resurrection” we also shall rise and enter the holy city (Matt. 27:52—53)

A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in
spirit and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may
repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Amen.



PALM SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL

All stand and face the processional cross.

P The grace of our Lord 1 Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

Amen.

(P) Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna to the Son of David.

P Let us pray.
Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet
Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him
as our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast
hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

HOLY GOSPEL John 12:12—-19

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

“The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Isracl!” “And Jesus found a
young donkey and sat on i, just as it is written,

5“Fear not, daughter of Zion;

behold, your king is coming,

sitting on a donkey’s colt!”

“His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 7The crowd
that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead
continued to bear witness. “The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he
had done this sign. “So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing.

4

Look, the world has gone after him.”
® This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

P  Letus go forth in peace,

in the name of the Lord.



OPENING HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor LSB 442
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Our good and gra-cious King.

INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name).

T]lC Sigﬂ Of[]’lC Cross may bC madc by all in 7‘(’771677’1})7‘&71(_‘6 O][ [’IiCiT Baptism.

(P In the name of the Father and of the "t Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The Baptism of: Suttyn Ann Reinhardt
Parents: Matthew & Peyton Reinhardt
) ! Sponsors: David & Bailey Crane
] Stephen & Amy Turner

The Rite of Holy Baptism is found on page 268 of the hymnal for you to

Baptized into Your Name Most Holy

follow along.
LSB 590 sts. 1, 4
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT: (We enter God’s house with Psalms of praise). Psalm 24:7-10; antiphon: Psalm 118:26
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD.
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King ofglory?
The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!
Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King ofglory?
The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD.

KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”). LSB 186
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SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).
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COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years. They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day).

P

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself

our ﬂCSh and to SllH:CI' dcath upon EhC CTross. MCI‘CifUHy grant thﬁt we may fOHOW tl’lC cxamplc Of

His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

P)

#The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of those who are taught,
that I may know how to sustain with a word
him who is weary.
Morning by morning he awakens;
he awakens my car
to hear as those who are taught.
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious;
I turned not backward.
°I gave my back to those who strike,
and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard;
[ hid not my face
from disgrace and spitting.
7But the Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like a fling,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame.
%He who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend wicth me?
Let us stand up together.
Who is my adversary?
Let him come near to me.
9Bchold, the Lord GOD helps me;
who will declare me guiley?

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 50:4—9a



PSALM

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD.
“Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.
**This is the gate of the LORD;
the righteous shall enter through ic.
2] thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
*The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
#This is the LORD’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
*This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in ic.
»Save us, we pray, O LORD!
O LORD, we pray, give us success!
**Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the Lorb.
*’The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us.
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the alcar!
*You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;
you are my God; I will extol you.
»Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!
*Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
We bless you from the house of the LORD.

EPISTLE READING
‘Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, “who, though he was in the

Stand

Psalm 118:19~29; antiphon: v. 26

Philippians 2:5-11

form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing,

taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. *And being found in human form,

he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. *Therefore
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, “so that at

thG name Of]CSUS cvery kl’lCC ShOUld bOW, in hCaVCI’l and on C'rll'th and under thC carth, ”Ell'ld cvery

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

@) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



HOLY GOSPEL John 12:20—43
] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

*Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. *So these came to

QL
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Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” *Philip went
and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. »And Jesus answered them, “The hour
has come for the Son of Man to be glorificd. ‘4Tru1y, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. *Whoever loves his life
loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will kccp it for eternal life. *If anyone serves me,
he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father
will honor him.

7“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall T say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this
purpose I have come to this hour. **Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it
had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” *’Jesus answered, “This voice has come
for your sake, not mine. *Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be
cast out. *And [, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” #He said this
to show by what kind of death he was going to die. #So the crowd answered him, “We have heard
from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted
up? Who is this Son of Man?” ¥So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while
longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the
darkness does not know where he is going. *While you have the light, believe in the light, that you
may become sons of light.”

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. ¥Though he had done
so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, *so that the word spoken by the
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”
#Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said,
+©“He has blinded their eyes
and hardened their heart,
lest they see with their eyes,
and understand with their heart, and turn,
and I would heal them.”
#Tsaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. “Nevertheless, many even of
the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisces they did not confess it, so that they
would not be put out of the synagogue; #for they loved the glory that comes from man more than
the glory that comes from God.



@ This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

NICENE CREED (From the Latin, “Credo,” meaning “I believe.” We say back to God what He says to us).
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "« of the world to come. Amen.

Sit



HYMN OF THE DAY: Ride On, Ride On in Majesty LSB 441
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SERMON “He is the King ofGlory”
(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for ou
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OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise).

r lives today).
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Sit
OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world).
P Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper). LSB 194
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P The Lord be with you.
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@ Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.
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* It is meet and right so to do.

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there
life also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might
likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus). LSB 195
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LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine). LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *F body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”
PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace). LSB 197
o)
725
™ —" S ———
') ~——
@ The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
9 T I I I ;
e

A - men.
11



AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins). LSB 198
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Silent Prayer before Communing;

Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in

Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and
) i ) gton

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord LSB 634
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1 The death of Je - sus Christ, our Lord, We cel - e -
2 He blot-ted out with His own blood The judg - ment
3 That this for - ev - er true shall be He gives a
4 His Word pro - claims and we be - lieve That in  this
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brate with one ac - cord; It is our com - fort
that a - gainst us  stood; For us He full a -
sol - emn guar - an - tee: In this His ho - ly
Sup - per we re - ceive His ver -y bod - vy,
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in dis - tress, Our heart’s sweet joy and hap - pi - ness.
tone - ment made, And all our debt He ful - ly paid.
Sup - per here We taste His love SO sweet, SO  near.
as He said, His ver - y blood for sin - ners shed.

(stanzas 5-8 on next page)
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LSB 453

5 We dare not ask how this can be, 7 But blest is each believing guest
But simply hold the mystery Who in these promises finds rest;
And trust this word where life begins: For Jesus shall in love remain
“Given and shed for all your sins.” With all who here His grace obtain.

6 They who this word do not believe 8  Help us sincerely to believe
This food unworthily receive, That we may Worthily receive
Salvation here will never find— Your Supper and in You find rest.
May we this warning keep in mind! Amen! They who believe are blest.

Upon the Cross Extended
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Lord sus - pend - ed. Your Sav - ior yields His breath.

fill  with won - der As blood streams from each pore.

sore a - bused You And caused You all Your woe?

mul - ti - ply - ing As count - less as the sands.
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giv - en To shame and blows and bit - ter death.
flow - ing Sighs well - ing from its deep - est core.
gres - sion While You no ways of e - vil know.
cum - bered, Your sor - rows raised by wick - ed hands.

Your soul in griefs unbounded,
Your head with thorns surrounded,
You died to ransom me.
The cross for me enduring,
The crown for me securing,
You healed my wounds and set me free.

Your cross I place before me;
[ts saving pow’r restore me,
Sustain me in the test.
[t will, when life is ending,
Be guiding and attending
My way to Your eternal rest.

6 Your cords of love, my Savior,

Bind me to You forever,
I am no 10nger mine.

To You I gladly tender

All that my life can render

And all T have to You resign.
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Hosanna, Loud Hosanna LSB 443
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1 Ho - san-na, loud ho - san - na, The Ilit - tle chil-dren sang;
2 From Ol -i - vet they fol - lowed Mid an ex - ul - tant crowd,
3 “Ho-san-na in the high -est!” That an-cient song we sing;
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Through pil - lared court and tem - ple The love - ly an - them rang.
The vic - tor palm branch wav - ing And chant-ing clear and loud.
For  Christ is our Re - deem-er, The Lord of heav’n our King.
48 _ — — _
e i S S B ™ . i i — —
o — —
To Je - sus, who had blessed them, Close fold - ed to His breast,
The Lord of earth and heav - en Rode on in low-ly state
Oh, may we ev - er praise Him With heart and life and voice
AR~ e
r\@ hul .I & o [ ‘I [ J } I I I o @ & o Je
o - = o ¢

The chil - dren sang their prais - es, The sim-plest and the best.

Nor scorned that lit - tle chil - dren Should on His bid-ding wait.

And in  His bliss-ful pres-ence E - ter - nal - ly re-joice!
Silent Prayer after Communing:
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and lzfc eternal; rhrough Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said.
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to
life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

Amen.
Stand
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
T e
AN3Y, i ;I —_— ———
o) [=4 \ I ‘ [
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
e —— ——
SeEeLs = ——— = -

cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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THANKSGIVING
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen -tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
4 | ,
-t —— oo
Q) =I . ) — Ol B i
A peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo-ry be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world witheutend. A -men,
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@ O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1is good,
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Hes——in  —— ——— H
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives).

P Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

| |
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o \
A - men.
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BENEDICAMUS
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P The Lord be with you.
e e e e e |
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And with thy  spir - it.
O #
o o
fen " oo -
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Bless we the Lord.
D e R |
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Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us). LSB 202
3, ﬁu#
fen—1 ol - I il
%j’ [ S——  S——
@ The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
f o 4
{ey—T"—nf - [ — e —
e
His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
SR
{on— ol ol ) q,

[ i

i

The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I« give you peace.

Hou . | | ,
S T [ | | | |
£FL 1l | | ~ | | |
[ fan Y hul [ = | el (o] 7 =i [® )
<Y ~ I <
) | —
A-men, a-men, a - men.

Please remain standing for the Recessional Hymn
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CLOSING HYMN:

A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438
9 | > I I I
> = & —e—— =
A3V S | | I I | <
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1 A Lamb goes un - com - plain - ing forth, The
2 This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s great friend, The
3 “Yes, Fa - ther, vyes, most will - ing - ly rn
4 Lord, when Your glo - 1y I shall see And
o] . .
50 o E e - F
! | I < ) | | | !
guilt of sin - ners bear - ing And, lad - en with the
Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, Whom God the Fa - ther
bear what You com - mand Me. My will con-forms to
taste Your king - dom’s plea - sure, Your blood my roy - al
9 | ! T ! ! T . .
e | |
ANV | & | I | & 1) ()
Q) | I | ' I
sins of earth, None else the bur - den shar - ing; Goes
chose to send To gain for us His fa - vor. “Go
Your de-cree, TI’ll do what You have asked Me” O
robe shall be, My joy be - yond all mea - sure! When
o] . . ‘
o 5— | = i | ] i i ] — e
> o—= ——_ [ — | — = — \
Q) } (o) (o) | I I
pa - tient on, grows weak and faint, To slaugh-ter led with -
forth, My Son,” the Fa - ther said, “And free My chil - dren
won -drous Love, what have You done! The Fa - ther of - fers
I ap - pear be - fore Your throne, Your righ -teous-ness shall
9. | | . e e
| g (] | | = | [ & [
=+ g Z—
Py I ' ' ' |
out com-plaint, That spot-less life to of - fer, He bears the
from their dread Of  guilt and con-dem-na - tion. The wrath and
up His Son, De - sir-ing our sal-va - tion. O Love, how
be my crown; With these I need not hide me. And there, in
9 i I - I f T i T . T
{r>— ~ — 7 = e o o I =
\Q)V = I } = < i bt 77 <
stripes, the wounds, the lies, The mock -er - vy, and
stripes are hard to bear, But by Your pas - sion
strong You are to save! You lay the One in -
gar - ments rich - ly wrought, As Your own bride shall
f . ‘ -
G e
2 o
yet re - plies, “All this I glad - ly suf - fer.”
they will share The fruit of Your sal - va - tion.”
to the grave Who built the earth’s foun - da - tion.
we be brought To stand in  joy be - side You.
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Silent Prayer After Worship

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

18



Hymn of the Month: “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” (LSB 438)
Text Background
It is ficting that we reflect on this hymn during the season of Lent. This hymn is appointed for the Sunday
of the Passion (also observed on Palm Sunday) and has historically been dcsignated for Good Friday. In the
first three stanzas, Paul Gerharde (1607-76) beautifully contemplates Christ as our Suffering Savior by
lcading us through a dialoguc between the Father and the Son. A similar dialoguc also appears in the hymn,
“Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” (LSB 556, stanza 5).
Stanza 1
If you think back to a time that someone slandered you, hurt your reputation, or spoke falsely about you,
you may remember how painful such betrayal felt, and how cager you were to defend yourself. As Gerhardt
retells the Passion of Christ, who obediently “goes patient on” to the cross, he shows us the betrayal and
suffcring our Lord endured. By willingly entering into suffcring and Cnduring unimaginablc cruclty, Christ
fulfills the Servant’s path foretold by Isaiah. He is struck and mocked, yet He does not retaliate or defend
himself. He stands silent before His accusers (Isaiah 50:6; 53:7) and is lead to slaughter for our sake “without
complaint.” What a sacrifice! This “spotless” Lamb bears not His own guile but ours. In doing so, He
becomes the atoning sacrifice (1 John 2:2) who “gladly” carries our sins in His body on the tree (1 Peter 2:22-
24).
Stanza 2
“Go forth, My Son’ the Father said.” The Son is the Father’s chosen gift, sent as the Lamb of God (John
1:25) so that the world might not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). He bears hard things: not only the
“stripes,” but also the “wrath” of God. He takes our dread, guilt, and condemnation and frees us by his
precious blood (1 Peter 1:19-20; Hebrews 2:14-15). He becomes the atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:9-
10). Then, as Gerhardt emphasizes, the Father declares something remarkable: through Christ’s passion, we
share in the fruit of His salvation. We are made partakers of the Father’s divine love. We are reunited and
reconciled, redeemed and restored to our heavenly Father whose “favor” now rests upon us.
Stanza 3
The Son answers the Father with perfect obedience: “I delight to do Your will” (Ps. 40:8; Heb. 10:7). In the
]zmguage of the hymn: “I will bear what you command me ... I will conform my life, actions, and will co your
decree ... T will do what you have asked.” O wondrous Love! The Father does not spare His own Son but
gives Him up for us all (Romans 8:32). The Creator through whom all things were made (John 1:3;
Colossians 1:16) — the Author of life — humbles Himself even to death and burial. The One who laid the
carth’s foundation is laid in the grave for our salvation.
Stanza 4
Here we see the “fruit” of Christ’s salvation: we are clothed not in our works, but in His righteousness. The
“garments of salvation” (Isaiah 61:10) are the bridal garments given to the Church, whom Christ “loved and
gave Himse]f‘up for” (Ephesians 5:25)7 betrothing her as a pure pride (2 Corinthians 11:2). He is the
Bridegroom whose presence turns sorrow into joy (Mark 2:19). At the last, the marriage feast of the Lamb
will come, and the Bride will stand arrayed in His righteousness (Revelation 19:7-8; 21:2). The Lamb who
suffered “once for all” (1 Peter 3:18) now prepares His people to stand in eternal joy beside Him.
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