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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SMITHVILLE, TEXAS 

Divine Service with Holy Communion  
7PM 

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us 
together here for His Divine Service.  Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of 
life, forgiveness, and salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How 
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Phone: 512-237-2108 

Email: gracelutheransmithville@glcs.org 
Website: glcs.org
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SERVING THE LORD TODAY: 
 
 
 

 

In our readings today: After He rose from the dead, the Lord Jesus presented Himself alive to the apostles, “appearing 
to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). When He ascended to the right hand of 
the Father, He did not orphan His Church, but He fills all things in heaven and on earth and gives gifts to His 
disciples. Even now, through His Church, He continues “to do and teach” (Acts 1:1), preaching “repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins” (Luke 24:47) even “to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Though the cloud hid Jesus from the sight of 
His disciples then, and He remains hidden from sight even now, He remains with His people through His Gospel and 
Sacraments. He comes to us by the Word of His apostles, by the promise of His Father and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, whom He pours out upon “the church, which is his body” (Eph. 1:22–23). In this holy Christian Church, we bless 
God and worship Christ with joy, for in His Church He blesses us with forgiveness, lifts us up in His hands and seats 
us with Himself “in the heavenly places” (Eph. 1:20) 
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and blood under 
bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with Him and with one 
another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting Jesus’ own words, repenting of all 
their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). 
For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm 
(1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a 
congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving 
Holy Communion. 

A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of our sins, believe 
in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake. Amen.  

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING ONE 
 

All stand and face the processional cross. 
 

OPENING HYMN   On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build      LSB 492 

 

 

Pastor: David Woelmer          Elders: Marshall Munsell 
Organist: Esther Wolff          Ushers:  
Acolyte(s): Jase Geigenmiller, Hannah Stem       Altar Guild: Nelda Rohde, Wendy Rohde 
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INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name). 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ). 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor). 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT: (We enter God’s house with Psalms of praise). Psalm 110:1, 4–5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5 

God has gone up with a shout, 
 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, 
 until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
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The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, 
 “You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 
The Lord is at your right hand; 
 he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 
God has gone up with a shout, 
 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

 
 

KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”).  LSB 186 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: (We join the church in heaven and on earth in a song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforter). 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).  

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years.  They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day). 
P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so 
may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sit 
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FIRST READING Acts 1:1–11 
1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the 
day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father 
has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.” 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM Psalm 47; antiphon: v.5 
5God has gone up with a shout, 
 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
1Clap your hands, all peoples! 
 Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
2For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 
 a great king over all the earth. 
3He subdued peoples under us, 
 and nations under our feet. 
4He chose our heritage for us, 
 the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
5God has gone up with a shout, 
 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
6Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
 Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
7For God is the King of all the earth; 
 sing praises with a psalm! 
8God reigns over the nations; 
 God sits on his holy throne. 
9The princes of the peoples gather 
 as the people of the God of Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
 he is highly exalted! 
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5God has gone up with a shout, 
 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
 

EPISTLE READING Ephesians 1:15—2:7 
 15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working 
of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 
his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put 
all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the course of 
this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience— 3among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 
of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But 
God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the 
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. 
P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  

 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA  LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

 
 44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it 
is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
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Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my 
Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he 
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

NICENE CREED (From the Latin, “Credo,” meaning “I believe.”  We say back to God what He says to us).  
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph     LSB 494 

 

 

 

 

 
 
SERMON “The Majesty of God’s Right Hand” 
(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today). 
 

Stand 
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OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).  
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world). 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper).  LSB 194 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after 
His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into 
heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus).   LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine).  LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.”  The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace).  LSB 197 

 

 
AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins).  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Silent Prayer before Communing: 
Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in 
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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Beautiful Savior LSB 537 
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Alleluia! Sing to Jesus LSB 821 
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Silent Prayer after Communing: 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy 
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.  

 

Stand 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).  
Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives). 
P  Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us).  LSB 202 

 

 
 

Please remain standing for the recessional hymn. 
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CLOSING HYMN:  A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB 493 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 
And be our future great reward. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we 
Shall praise Your name eternally. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
All praise to You let earth accord: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many 
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in 
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL  
POSTLUDE 
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