The Ascension of Our Lord

May 14%, 2026

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
SMITHVILLE, TEXAS

Divine Service with Holy Communion
7PM

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks chat our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathcred us
together here for His Divine Service. Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of
life, forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”
CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: 512-237-2108
Email: gracelutheransmithville@gles.org
Website: g]cs.org



SERVING THE LORD TODAY:

Pastor: David Woelmer Elders: Marshall Munsell
Organist: Esther Wolff Ushers:
Acolyte(s): Jase Geigenmiller, Hannah Stem Altar Guild: Nelda Rohde, \X/endy Rohde

In our readings today: After He rose from the dead, the Lord Jesus presented Himself alive to the apostles, “appearing

to them during Forty days and spcnking about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). When He ascended to the right hand of
the Father, He did not orphan His Church, but He fills all things in heaven and on earth and gives gifts to His
disciplcs. Even now, through His Church, He continues “to do and teach” (Acts r:1), prcaching “repentance for che
forgiveness of sins” (Luke 24:47) even “to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Though the cloud hid Jesus from the sight of
His disciples then, and He remains hidden from sight even now, He remains with His people through His Gospel and
Sacraments. He comes to us by the Word of His apostles, by the promise of His Father and by the power of the Holy
Spirit, whom He pours out upon “the church, which is his body" (Eph. 1:22—23). In chis ho]_y Christian Church, we bless
God and worship Christ with joy, for in His Church He blesses us with forgiveness, lifts us up in His hands and seats
us with Himself “in the hczwcnly placcs” (Eph 1:20)

Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and blood under

bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with Him and with one
another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16—17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting Jesus’ own words, repenting of all
their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:r7-26).
For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm
(1 Cor. 1m1:27-34), we ask that those who have not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a
congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving
Holy Communion.

A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of our sins, belicve
in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake. Amen.

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING ONE

All stand and face the processional cross.

OPENING HYMN On Christ’s Ascension | Now Build LSB 492
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1 On Christ’s as - cen-sion I now build The hope of my as -
2 Since Christ re - turned to claim His throne, Great gifts for me ob -
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cen - sion; This hope a - lone has al - ways stilled All doubt and
tain - ing, My heart will rest in Him a - lone, No oth - er
cen - sion, That I may serve You faith - ful - ly In thanks for
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ap-pre - hen - sion; For where the Head is, there as well 1
rest re - main - ing; For where my trea-sure went be - fore, There

my re - demp-tion; And then, when all my days will cease, Let
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know His mem - bers are to dwell When Christ will come and call them.
all my thoughts will ev-er soar To still their deep-est yearn-ing.
me de - part in joy and peace In an-swer to my plead-ing.

INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name).
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ).

P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

@) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P} Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor).

(P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT: (We enter God’s house with Psalms of praise). Psalm 110:1, 4—5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5

God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my 1'ight hand,
until I make your enemies your footstool.”
2



The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind,

“You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.”
The Lord is at your right hand;

he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath.
God has gone up with a shout,

the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

GLORIA PATRI
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”).
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
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HYMN OF PRAISE: (We join the church in heaven and on earth in a song of praise to our Creator, Savior, and Comforccr).

Gloria in Excelsis
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer
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SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years. They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day).
P Letus pray.
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so
may we also ascend in heart and mind and Continua]ly dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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FIRST READING Acts 1:1—11
'In the first book, O Thcophilus7 [ have dealt with all chat Jesus bcgan to do and teach, *until the
day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. *To them he prcscnted himself alive after his suffcring by many proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

*And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; Sfor John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

*So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” "He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father
has fixed by his own authority. *But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in ]Crusalcm and in all ]udca and Samaria, and to the end of the
carth.” ?And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight. *And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men
stood by them in white robes, "and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go
into heaven.”

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 47; antiphon: v.5
’God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
‘Clap your hands, all peoples!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
*For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared,
a great king over all the carth.
‘He subdued peoples under us,
and nations under our feet.
‘He chose our heritage for us,
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
’God has gone up with a shout,
the LorRD with the sound of a trumpet.
(’Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
7For God is the King of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm!
*God reigns over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne.
The princes of the peoples gather
as the people of the God of Abraham.
For the shields of the earth belong to God,;
he is highly exalted!



'God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

EPISTLE READING Ephesians 1:15—2:7

SFor this reason, because I have heard ofyour faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 7that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father ofglory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of him, **having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his g]orious inheritance in the saints, “and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working
of his great might *that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly places, **far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. **And he put
all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, »which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.

‘And you were dead in the trespasses and sins *in which you once walked, following the course of
this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
disobedience— *among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires
of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. *But
God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA LSB 190
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.
“Then []esus] said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while T was still with you,

that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be
tulfilled.” ¥ Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, #and said to them, “Thus it
is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, “7and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, begirming from
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Jerusalem. #*You are witnesses of these things. ®#And behold, I am sending the promise of my
Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

*Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 5*While he
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. *And they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, ¥and were continually in the temple blessing God.

(P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

ﬁ-

NICENE CREED (From the Latin, “Credo,” meaning “I believe.” We say back to God what He says to us).

Sit

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And T believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who procccds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "} of the world to come. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY: See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph LSB 494
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sin and Sa - tan; He by death has crushed His foes.
is trans - lat - ed To His ev - er - last - ing home.
i - jah of - fers Dou-ble por - tion of His grace.
Lord’s as - cen - sion We by faith be - hold our own.
SERMON “The Majesty of God’s Right Hand”

(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today).

Stand



OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise).
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Sit
OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world).
P Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper). LSB 194
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@ Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.
| Y | ! !

|
Il I ] 1 I I I I I |
| | I I [ | )

[
* It is meet and right so to do.
P It is cruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after
His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into
heaven that He might make us partakcrs of His divine life. Therefore with angcls and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus). LSB 195
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LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197

P] Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
10



WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine). LSB 197
® Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was bctraycd7 took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My +F blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”
PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace). LSB 197
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AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins). LSB 198
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Silent Prayer before Communing:
Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in

Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Beautiful Savior

LSB 537
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Alleluia! Sing to Jesus LSB 821
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nip - o - tent we  own; Al - le - lu - 1a! Bomn of
scep - ter, His the throne; Al - le - lu - 1a! His the
H ‘ .
A ——— I 7 — ! j I i I i
& e—o—2— —= —
Q) N— ! | S——
tri - umph, His the vic - to - ry a - lone.
near us;  Faith be - lieves, nor ques - tions  how.
sin - ful Flee to  You from  day to day.
Mar - vy, Earth Your foot - stool, heav’n Your throne.
tri - umph, His the wvic - to - ry a - lone.
H . . ‘ .
o | | | I [ |
ANIV4 | | | | I {I) I’ {9 -| =I O‘ t
Q) ! ! ! [ [ | [
Hark! The songs of peace - ful Zi - on Thun - der
Though the cloud from sight re - ceived Him When the
In - ter - ces - sor, Friend of sin - ners, Earth’s Re -
As with - in the veil You en - tered, Robed in
Hark! The songs of peace - ful Zi - on Thun - der
o) ‘ .
| I [ I
e ————
!) I ! ! ! | [
like a might - y flood “Je - sus out of
for - ty days were o’er, Shall our  hearts for -
deem - er, hear  our plea Where the  songs of
flesh, our great High Priest, Here on earth  both
like a might - y flood “Je - sus out of
H ‘ e ,
o | | | | [ T T [ I |
e | { | = =| io FT—iQ i, - =| al
ev ry na - tion Has re - deemed us by His blood.”
get His prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er-more”?
all the sin - less Sweep a - cross the crys - tal sea.
priest and vic - tim In the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.
ev - ‘ry na - tion Has re - deemed us by His blood.”
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Silent Prayer after Communing:

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to
life Cvcrlasting. Depart "} in peace.

Amen.
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
£ ¥ . | |
o i - — . J—— — -
HO——— oo S — — — ——
o) 4 \ ‘ [
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
T 9 ﬂu T t ‘ ‘ T T  —
Hon—H— o ——1 — — Ty
¢ & o K%
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine -eyeshave seen Thy salvation,
[ Ih ﬂu T > — I — i . I \
ﬁi H I > F | e - | | | | | I | I ]
EH L e e o A o B S B 1
Py, ] = O
which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
ﬁu | | f —— T | | | | f T " T
: ) Fg——1— = = — —
’ == ! % c
a light to light-en the Gen-tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
ﬂu I . —r 1
' — st
. | ] O OI &
A peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo-ry be to the Father and
] | | . .
i o e e e —
O e e et
to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
f) 4 — | .
o L PN I I I ! !
{in—H i o* — o 7. — m— j 1
ANIVJ I I I ] [ ) - 7~ ~ I
o T & 7o
isnow,and ev-er shall be, world witheutend. A -men,
THANKSGIVING
f) 4
A —— . ]‘
S E—— P L ———
D)
@l O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
\ 9 #u. —] —— N
{y o T R —
D) |
and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives).

P

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faich
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
f) u | I

- - i i i — i |
] \ — a |

A - men.
BENEDICAMUS

H
gy - ]
Y

® The Lord be with you.

[} | | | , |
A —] il il —— — |
ﬁﬁw | —to—z—|

And with thy  spir - it.

/B
ﬂ\bv—ﬂ'—ﬂ e

A Bless we the Lord.

| ' | |
o | | | [ |

Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us).

Hu
P A IHJJ.1'I
{1 o - —1 o
o [ m—— [ m——

@ The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
At .
Hey—1 o | I ] ._._._!I—l

o
His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
H u 4
o wyt :
%ﬂ o p— - — ]
The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.
) 4.4 i i
r’an 1];[ o) ril ,9 77 o r{l [ @)
ANI P et | <
o |

A-men, a-men, a - men.

Please remain standing _fbr the recessional hymn.
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CLOSING HYMN: A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB 493
) 4
- — | | ! : — :
e =
1A hymn of glo - ry let us sing! New
2 The ho - ly ap - os - tol - ic  band Up -
3 To them the shin - ing an - gels cry, “Why
4 “You see Him now, as - cend - ing high Up
9 .ﬂu. . . I > !
{e1— I I ! il ~ e}  —— 7
S — = ——H
hymns through-out the world shall ring: Al-le - Iu - ia,
on the Mount of Ol - ives stand. Al-le - Iu - ia,
stand and gaze wup - on the sky?” Al-le - Iu - ia,
to the por - tals of the sky.” Al-le - Iu - ia,
04 . . .
eSS s =
al -le - lu - ia! Christ, by a road be - fore un -
al -le -lu - ia! And with  His  faith - ful fol - I’wers
al -le - lu - ia! “This is the Sav - ior,” thus the
al -le -lu - ia! “Here - af - ter Je - sus you shall
Aty z —_—————
r\;? b © ) ! ! [ > P -I P
trod, As - cends un - to the throne of
see Their Lord as - cend in maj - es -
say; “This is His glo - rious tri - umph
see Re - turn - ing in great maj - es -
) 4
o Ll I I Py
Gt ===
God. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ial Al - le -
t Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia! Al - le -
day!” Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia! Al -le -
ty.” Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia! Al - le -
H4 f f I
i e i ——
Di ! — IV = s O
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - 1u - ia!
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - 1u - ia!
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le -1u - ia!
5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, A 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord,

And be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Then, throned with You forever, we

Shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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All praise to You let earth accord:

Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



Silent Prayer After Worship

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE
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