
 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

August 9th, 2026 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SMITHVILLE, TEXAS 

Divine Service with Holy Communion  
10 AM 

Bible Class and Sunday School  
8:45 AM 

 

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us 
together here for His Divine Service.  Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of 
life, forgiveness, and salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How 
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Phone: 512-237-2108 

Email: gracelutheransmithville@glcs.org 
Website: glcs.org
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SERVING THE LORD TODAY: 
 
 
 

 

In our readings today: The Lord who “laid the foundation of the earth” (Job 38:4) is the Author and Giver of life who 
governs all things by His Word. His wisdom and power are beyond our understanding, except as He reveals Himself 
in the incarnate Word, Christ Jesus. He has “entered into the springs of the sea” and “walked in the recesses of the 
deep” (Job 38:16), and He draws near to us in mercy. We have been “a long way from the land, beaten by the waves” 
and tossed about by hostile winds (Matt. 14:24). In our mortality and sinful unbelief, we do not always recognize the 
Lord Jesus. But as we cry out in fear, He speaks tenderly to us, “Do not be afraid,” and He reaches out His hand to save 
us (Matt. 14:27, 31). “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Rom. 10:13), and now we call upon 
Him in faith, because we have heard “through the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). “The word is near you, in your mouth 
and in your heart” (Rom. 10:8). 
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and 
blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with 
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting 
Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in 
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have 
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion. 
A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of our sins, believe 
in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake. Amen.  

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE 
EXCHANGE OF PEACE  
Please stand and remain standing 
OPENING HYMN   Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me               LSB 722 

 

 

 

Pastor: David Woelmer       Elders: Tommy Oates, Bert Bunte 
Organist: Esther Wolff       Ushers: Angel Wolff, Ryan Smith 
Acolyte(s): Keatyn Becker     Altar Guild: Rose Pietsch, Frances Mynar 
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INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name). 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ). 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor). 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT: Psalm 34:4–8; antiphon: v. 1 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 
 his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
I sought the LORD, and he answered me 
 and delivered me from all my fears. 
Those who look to him are radiant, 
 and their faces shall never be ashamed. 
This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him 
 and saved him out of all his troubles. 
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, 
 and delivers them. 
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Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 
 Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 
I will bless the LORD at all times; 
 his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

 
 

KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”).  LSB 186 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  Gloria in Excelsis                    LSB 187 
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SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).  

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years.  They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day). 
P Let us pray. 
Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that we, being ready in 
both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 38:4–18 

4[The Lord said to Job:] “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
 Tell me, if you have understanding. 
5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
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 Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6On what were its bases sunk, 
 or who laid its cornerstone, 
7when the morning stars sang together 
 and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
8“Or who shut in the sea with doors 
 when it burst out from the womb, 
9when I made clouds its garment 
 and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
10and prescribed limits for it 
 and set bars and doors, 
11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 
 and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 
12“Have you commanded the morning since your days began, 
 and caused the dawn to know its place, 
13that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, 
 and the wicked be shaken out of it? 
14It is changed like clay under the seal, 
 and its features stand out like a garment. 
15From the wicked their light is withheld, 
 and their uplifted arm is broken. 
16“Have you entered into the springs of the sea, 
 or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
17Have the gates of death been revealed to you, 
 or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 
18Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? 
 Declare, if you know all this.” 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM Psalm 18:1–6; antiphon: v. 46 
46The LORD lives, and blessed be my rock, 
 and exalted be the God of my salvation  

1I love you, 
 O LORD, my strength. 
2The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, 
 my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my 
stronghold. 
3I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, 
 and I am saved from my enemies. 
4The cords of death encompassed me; 
 the torrents of destruction assailed me; 
5the cords of Sheol entangled me; 
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 the snares of death confronted me. 
6In my distress I called upon the LORD; to my God I cried for help. 
    From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his ears. 
46The LORD lives, and blessed be my rock, 
 and exalted be the God of my salvation  

 

EPISTLE READING Romans 10:5-17 
 5Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the 
commandments shall live by them. 6But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your 
heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7or “‘Who will descend into 
the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near 
you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to 
shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, 
bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.” 
 14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe 
in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 
15And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the good news!” 16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, 
who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through 
the word of Christ. 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA  LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 

 
 22Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the 
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat by this time 
was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25And in the 
fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him 
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walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
 28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He 
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30But when 
he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why 
did you doubt?” 32And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                        LSB 192 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Eternal Father, Strong to Save            LSB 717 
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SERMON “Safe in the Storm” 
(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today). 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise). 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
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OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).  
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world). 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper).  LSB 194 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus).   LSB 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine).  LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.”  The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace).  LSB 197 
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AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins).  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
Silent Prayer before Communing: 
Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in 
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Your Table I Approach LSB 628 

 

 
 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 
    That earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament 
    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 

6 Oh, may I never fail 
    To thank You day and night 
For Your true body and true blood, 
    O God, my peace and light. 
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Jesus, Lead Thou On LSB 718 

 

 

 
 

Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me LSB 715 
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Silent Prayer after Communing: 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy 
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.  

 

Stand 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).  
Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives). 
P  Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us).  LSB 202 

 

 
 

Sit 
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CLOSING HYMN:  If God Himself Be for Me LSB 724 

 

 

 

 
5 For no one can condemn me 

    Or set my hope aside; 
Now hell no more can claim me: 
    Its fury I deride. 
No sentence now reproves me, 
    No guilt destroys my peace; 
For Christ, my Savior, loves me 
    And shields me with His grace. 

 

6 Who clings with resolution 
    To Him whom Satan hates 
Must look for persecution; 
    For him the burden waits 
Of mock’ry, shame, and losses 
    Heaped on his blameless head; 
A thousand plagues and crosses 
    Will be his daily bread. 

7 From me this is not hidden, 
    Yet I am not afraid; 
I leave my cares, as bidden, 
    To whom my vows were paid. 
Though life from me be taken 
    And ev’rything I own, 
I trust in You unshaken 
    And cleave to You alone. 

(stanzas 9 - 10 on next page) 

8 No danger, thirst, or hunger, 
    No pain or poverty, 
No earthly tyrant’s anger 
    Shall ever vanquish me. 
Though earth should break asunder, 
    My fortress You shall be; 
No fire or sword or thunder 
    Shall sever You from me. 
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9 No angel and no gladness, 
    No throne, no pomp, no show, 
No love, no hate, no sadness, 
    No pain, no depth of woe, 
No scheming, no contrivance, 
    No subtle thing or great 
Shall draw me from Your guidance 
    Nor from You separate. 

 

10 My heart with joy is springing; 
    I am no longer sad. 
My soul is filled with singing; 
    Your sunshine makes me glad. 
The sun that cheers my spirit 
    Is Jesus Christ, my King; 
The heav’n I shall inherit 
    Makes me rejoice and sing. 

 
Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many 
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in 
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL  
POSTLUDE 
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