
 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

August 30th, 2026 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SMITHVILLE, TEXAS 

Divine Service with Holy Communion  
10 AM 

Bible Class and Sunday School  
8:45 AM 

 

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us 
together here for His Divine Service.  Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of 
life, forgiveness, and salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How 
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Phone: 512-237-2108 

Email: gracelutheransmithville@glcs.org 
Website: glcs.org
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SERVING THE LORD TODAY: 
 
 
 

 

In our readings today: After St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, our Lord “began to 
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and on the third day be raised” (Matt. 16:21). Upon hearing this “theology of the cross,” Simon Peter 
stumbled into a satanic “theology of glory.” But the glory of God is revealed in the Passion and cross of His incarnate 
Son. The faithful prophets, such as Jeremiah, suffered persecution and rejection in anticipation of Jesus’ cross. Yet the 
Lord did not abandon them; He remembered them, and He was with them to deliver them (Jer. 15:15–20). By His 
cross, Jesus has redeemed the world, and in His resurrection, He has vindicated all who trust in Him. Thus, the 
Christian life is a discipleship of self-sacrificing love. Since Christ Jesus has reconciled us to God, we “live peaceably 
with all” (Rom. 12:18). By the certainty of His cross and resurrection, we “rejoice in hope,” and we are “patient in 
tribulation” and “constant in prayer” (Rom. 12:12). 
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and 
blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with 
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting 
Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in 
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have 
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion. 
A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of our sins, believe 
in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake. Amen.  

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE 
EXCHANGE OF PEACE  
 

Please stand and remain standing 
 

OPENING HYMN   Lift High the Cross                LSB 837 

 

 

 

Pastor: David Woelmer       Elders: Jaysen Swartz, Bradley Campion 
Organist: Esther Wolff       Ushers: Vince Kaiser, David Crane 
Acolyte(s): Cason Herschap     Altar Guild: Rose Pietsch, Frances Mynar 
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5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. 
Refrain 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory!  

        Refrain 
 

INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name). 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ). 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor). 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT: Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4 

Delight yourself in the LORD, 
 and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
Commit your way to the LORD; 
 trust in him, and he will act. 
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He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 
 and your justice as the noonday. 
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 
 fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil 
    devices! 
Delight yourself in the LORD, 
 and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

 
 

KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”).  LSB 186 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  Gloria in Excelsis                    LSB 187 
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SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).  

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years.  They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day). 
P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our redemption. 
Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
Sit 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 15:15–21 
15O LORD, you know; 
 remember me and visit me, 
 and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 
In your forbearance take me not away; 
 know that for your sake I bear reproach. 
16Your words were found, and I ate them, 
 and your words became to me a joy 
 and the delight of my heart, 
for I am called by your name, 
 O LORD, God of hosts. 
17I did not sit in the company of revelers, 
 nor did I rejoice; 
I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 
 for you had filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unceasing, 
 my wound incurable, 
 refusing to be healed? 
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, 
 like waters that fail? 
19Therefore thus says the LORD: 
“If you return, I will restore you, 
 and you shall stand before me. 
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 
 you shall be as my mouth. 
They shall turn to you, 
 but you shall not turn to them. 
20And I will make you to this people 
 a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you, 
 but they shall not prevail over you, 
for I am with you 
 to save you and deliver you, 
declares the LORD. 
21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 
 and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM Psalm 26; antiphon: v. 8 
8O LORD, I love the habitation of your house 
 and the place where your glory dwells. 
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1Vindicate me, O LORD, for I have walked in my integrity, 
 and I have trusted in the LORD without wavering. 
2Prove me, O LORD, and try me; 
 test my heart and my mind. 
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 
 and I walk in your faithfulness. 
4I do not sit with men of falsehood, 
 nor do I consort with hypocrites. 
5I hate the assembly of evildoers, 
 and I will not sit with the wicked. 
6I wash my hands in innocence 
 and go around your altar, O LORD, 
7proclaiming thanksgiving aloud, 
 and telling all your wondrous deeds. 
8O LORD, I love the habitation of your house 
 and the place where your glory dwells. 
9Do not sweep my soul away with sinners, 
 nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 
10in whose hands are evil devices, 
 and whose right hands are full of bribes. 
11But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity; 
 redeem me, and be gracious to me. 
12My foot stands on level ground; 
 in the great assembly I will bless the LORD. 
8O LORD, I love the habitation of your house 
 and the place where your glory dwells. 
 

EPISTLE READING Romans 12:9–21 
 9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 
 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate 
with the lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do 
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  

Stand 
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ALLELUIA  LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21–28 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 

 
 21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 
22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall 
never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 
man.” 
 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me. 25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? 
Or what shall a man give in return for his life? 27For the Son of Man is going to come with his 
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. 
28Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of 
Man coming in his kingdom.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

NICENE CREED                        LSB 191 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
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     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

             and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  O God, My Faithful God             LSB 696 

 

 

 

 
(stanzas 5 & 6 on next page) 
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5 Let me depart this life 
    Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul 
    That it may live forever; 
And let my body have 
    A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave; 
    And let it sleep in peace. 

6 And on that final day 
    When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand, 
    My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice, 
    Redeem this earthly frame, 
And bid me to rejoice 
    With those who love Your name. 

 
SERMON “The Way of the Cross” 
(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today). 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise). 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
 

OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).  
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world). 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper).  LSB 194 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of 
love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming 
obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from 
eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus).   LSB 195 
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LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine).  LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.”  The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace).  LSB 197 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins).  LSB 198 
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Sit 
Silent Prayer before Communing: 
Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in 
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing LSB 633 

 

 

 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 
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In the Cross of Christ I Glory LSB 427 

 

 

 
 

Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart LSB 708 
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Silent Prayer after Communing: 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy 
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.  

 

Stand 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 
life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).  
Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 
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THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives). 

P  Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
BENEDICAMUS 
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BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us).  LSB 202 

 

 
 

Sit 
CLOSING HYMN:  If God Himself Be for Me LSB 724 

 

 

 

 
(stanzas 5-10 on next page) 
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5 For no one can condemn me 
    Or set my hope aside; 
Now hell no more can claim me: 
    Its fury I deride. 
No sentence now reproves me, 
    No guilt destroys my peace; 
For Christ, my Savior, loves me 
    And shields me with His grace. 

 

6 Who clings with resolution 
    To Him whom Satan hates 
Must look for persecution; 
    For him the burden waits 
Of mock’ry, shame, and losses 
    Heaped on his blameless head; 
A thousand plagues and crosses 
    Will be his daily bread. 

7 From me this is not hidden, 
    Yet I am not afraid; 
I leave my cares, as bidden, 
    To whom my vows were paid. 
Though life from me be taken 
    And ev’rything I own, 
I trust in You unshaken 
    And cleave to You alone. 

 

8 No danger, thirst, or hunger, 
    No pain or poverty, 
No earthly tyrant’s anger 
    Shall ever vanquish me. 
Though earth should break asunder, 
    My fortress You shall be; 
No fire or sword or thunder 
    Shall sever You from me. 

 

9 No angel and no gladness, 
    No throne, no pomp, no show, 
No love, no hate, no sadness, 
    No pain, no depth of woe, 
No scheming, no contrivance, 
    No subtle thing or great 
Shall draw me from Your guidance 
    Nor from You separate. 

10 My heart with joy is springing; 
    I am no longer sad. 
My soul is filled with singing; 
    Your sunshine makes me glad. 
The sun that cheers my spirit 
    Is Jesus Christ, my King; 
The heav’n I shall inherit 
    Makes me rejoice and sing. 

 
Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many 
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in 
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL  
POSTLUDE 
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