F ifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 6™ 2026

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
SMITHVILLE, TEXAS

Divine Service with Holy Communion Bible Class and Sunday School
10 AM 8:45 AM

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks chat our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathcred us
together here for His Divine Service. Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of
life, forgiveness, and salvation. Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”
CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone: 512-237-2108
Email: gracelutheransmithville@gles.org
Website: g]cs.org



SERVING THE LORD TODAY:

Pastor: David Woelmer Elders: John Moore, Bert Bunte
Organist: Esther Wolff Ushers: Brad & Colby Zimmerhanzel
Acolyte(s): Olivia Larkin Altar Guild: Becky Watson, Tammy Campion

In our readings today: True greatness is not self-sufficient strengeh, but humility like that of a lictle child. The

greatness of childlike faith receives all good things as gracious gif‘ts from our Father in heaven. Apart from such faich,
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you will never enter the kingdom of heaven,” but whoever is humbled like a lictle child will be “che greatest in the
kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3—4)4 Though in our sin we deserve to be “drowned in the dcpth of the sea” (Matt. 18:6),
we have instead been drowned (“buried”) with Christ in Baptism and then raised to the new, humble life of a child of
God. The Lord sends His watchman to warn us with a word from His mouth, in order that we may not die in our
iniquity but be turned from our pride and selfishness to live (Ezek. 33:7—9). Thus, we live in humility and faith before
God as well as in love for our neighbor, which “is the fulfilling of the law” (Rom. 13:10). In the reverent fear of God, we
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do no harm to our neighbor, but we “pay to all what is owed to them” (Rom. 13:7) and we “owe no one anything,
except to love each other” (Rom. 13:8)

Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and

blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting
Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion.

A Praver Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in

truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of our sins, belicve
in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake. Amen.

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE
EXCHANGE OF PEACE
Please stand and remain standing
OPENING HYMN “As Surely as I Live,” God Said LSB 614
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1 “As sure - ly as I live,” God  said, “I would not
2 And so our Lord gave this com - mand: “Go forth and
3 “All those whose sins you thus re - mit 1 tru - ly
4 “What you will bind, that bound shall be; What you will
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see the sin - ner dead. I want him turned from
preach in ev - 'ty land; Be - stow on all My
par - don and ac - quit, And those whose sins you

loose, that shall be free; To My dear Church the
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er - ror's ways, Re - pen-tant, liv - ing end - less days.”
par - d’ning grace Who will re - pent and mend their ways.
will re - tain Con - demned and guilt - y shall re - main.
keys are giv'’n To o - pen, close the gates of heav'n”
5 The words which absolution give 7 All praise to You, O Christ, shall be
Are His who died that we might live; For absolution full and free,
The minister whom Christ has sent In which You show Your richest grace;
Is but His humble instrument. From false indulgence guard our race.
6 When ministers lay on their hands, A8  Praise God the Father and the Son
Absolved by Christ the sinner stands; And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
He who by grace the Word believes As was, is now, and so shall be
The purchase of His blood receives. World without end, eternally!

INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name).
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ).

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

@] Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful bcing.

ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor).
] Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my oftice, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



INTROIT:

SERVICE OF THE WORD

How great are your works, O LORD!
Your thoughts are very deep!
It is good to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
and your faithfulness by night,
to the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre.
For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work;
at the works ofyour hands I sing for joy.
How great are your works, O LORD!
Your thoughts are very deep!
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Glo-ry be to theFa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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(From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”).
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
OF PRAISE: Gloria in Excelsis
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for  Thy great glory.
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Psalm 92:1—4; antiphon: v. 5

LSB 186

LSB 187
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer

S |

P

|
|
- o

)

!
T
I
-
=

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).
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COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years. They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day).
P Let us pray.
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration,
that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish
them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Lzekiel 33:7—9

7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Tsrael. Whenever you hear a word

from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. *If I say to the wicked, O wicked one,
you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that
wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. ?But if you
warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die
in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 32:1~7; antiphon: v. 1
'Blesséd is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
*Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
“For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
’T acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
“Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.
"You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
‘Blessed is the one whose transgression is fbrgiven,
whose sin is covered.

EPISTLE READING Romans 13:1-10
‘Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. *Therefore whoever resists the authorities
resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. *For rulers are not a
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then
do what is good, and you will receive his approval, “for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you
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do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an
avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. STherefore one must be in subjection, not
only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. ‘For the same reason you also pay
taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attcnding to chis very thing. Pay to all what is owed
to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect
is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

*Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law. ?The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not
steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” **Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling
of the law.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA LSB 190
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1—20

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chaprter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
‘At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”

*And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them %and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless

you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. *Whoever humbles
himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

s“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, *but whoever causes one of these
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened
around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.

7“Woe to the world for temprations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to
the one by whom the temptation comes! *And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off
and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet
to be thrown into the eternal fire. ’And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away.
[t is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.

““See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels
always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. “For the Son of Man came to save the lost. “What
do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the
ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it,
truly, [ say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. “So it is
not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

'*‘If‘your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he

16

listens to you, you have gained your brother. “But if he does not listen, take one or two others along
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with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 7If he
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. ®Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. “Again [ say to you, if
two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.
*For where two or three are gathcrcd in my name, there am | among them.”

@ This is the Gospel of the Lord.
|
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Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

NICENE CREED LSB 191

Sit

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And T believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who procccds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I+ of the world to come. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY: My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker LSB 820
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heav’n  a - bove us, As dawn from close of day, So
through them pass - es, And all their bloom is o’er. We
ev - er reign - ing, All you who hear His Word— Our
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leaves no suf - f’rer friend - less But rights the wronged at last.
far, since He has loved us, He puts our sins a - way.
with - er like the grass - es; Our place knows us no more.
life  and all sus - tain - ing. My soul, O praise the Lord!
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SERMON “What matters most?”
(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today).
Stand
OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise).
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Sit
OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world).
P Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper). LSB 194
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We lift them wup un - to the Lord.

@ Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

P Itis truly meet, right7 and sa]utary that we should at all times and in all placcs give thanks to
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You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died
on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and
gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying;

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus). LSB 195
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LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197
P] Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
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give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us thar He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine). LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *F body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My +t blood, which is
shed for you for the forgivcncss of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”
PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.” The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace). LSB 197
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AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins). LSB 198
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Sit
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Silent Prayer before Communing:

Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in

Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord LSB 634
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1 The death of Je - sus Christ, our Lord, We cel - e -
2 He blot-ted out with His own blood The judg - ment
3 That this for - ev - er true shall be He gives a
4 His Word pro - claims and we be - lieve That in  this
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sol - emn guar - an - tee: In this His ho - ly
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in dis - tress, Our heart’s sweet joy and hap - pi - ness.
tone - ment made, And all our debt He ful - 1ly paid.
Sup - per here We taste His Ilove SO sweet, SO  near.
as He said, His ver - y blood for sin - ners shed.
5 We dare not ask how this can be, 7 But blest is each believing guest
But simply hold the mystery Who in these promises finds rest;
And trust this word where life begins: For Jesus shall in love remain
“Given and shed for all your sins.” With all who here His grace obtain.
6 They who this word do not believe &  Help us sincerely to believe

This food unworthily receive,

Salvation here will never find—

May we this warning keep in mind!
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That we may worthi]y receive

Your Supper and in You find rest.

Amen! They who believe are blest.



Chief of Sinners Though I Be LSB 611
0|

e e ],
R === - —
1 Chief of sin - ners though I be, Je - sus shed His

2 Oh, the height of Je - sus’ love, High - er than the
30n - ly Je - sus can im - part Balm to  heal the
4 Chief of sin - ners though I be, Christ s all in
50 my Sav - ior, help af - ford By Your Spir - it

R B N A
I

G
-~
blood for me, Died that I might live on high,
heav’ns a - bove, Deep - er than the depths of sea,
wound -ed heart, Peace that flows from sin for - giv’n,
all to  me; All my wants to Him are known,
and Your Word! When my way - ward heart would stray,

| 108
| 180
TTe

H |
P’ AN/ ) | ! I
(o> — 7 E—— - o — I ] ] o
ANV 4 & bt I I I 1”4 | | ™|
Q) - | | T L4 | - -
Lives that I might nev - er die. As the branch is
Last-ing as e - ter - ni- ty! Love that found me—
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, Faith and hope to
All my sor-rows are His own. He sus - tains  the
Keep me in the nar - row way; Grace in time of
9 5 ! } I . T .
I IR I | I I I I y I
ey’ - L = - i ! ——1
S o o ° o g
to the  vine, I am His, and He 1S mine.

won - drous thought! Found me when I  sought Him not.
walk with  God In the way that E - noch trod.
hid - den life Safe with Him from earth - ly strife.
need sup - ply While I live and when I die.

Thy Strong Word LSB 578
Ly — 3T —3 —3—
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1 Thy strong word did cleave the dark - ness; At Thy
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in dark - ness, Dark as
3 Thy strong Word be -speaks us righ - teous; Bright with
4 From the cross Thy wis - dom shin - ing Break - eth
H | . . \ S
S e e e ———
ANIY ] 7 I & O z P it — —
speak - ing it was  done. For cre - at - ed
night and deep as death, Broke the light of
Thine own ho - 1 - ness, Glo - rious now, we
forth in con - qu’ring might; From the cross for -
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light we thank Thee, While Thine or - dered sea - sons run.
Thy sal - va - tion, Breathed Thine own life - breath-ing breath.
press toward glo - ry, And our lives our hopes con - fess.
ev - er beam - eth All Thy  bright re - deem - ing light.
—3— —3— —3—
A —
o et —° 7 PEES
Al - Ie Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia! Praise to
Al -le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - ial Praise to
Al -le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia! Praise to
Al -le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia! Praise to
O | . 3 — 3
P’ AN I I ) f I ] I f
gL h |V =) I P | o €Y I ] I | | |
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Thee who light  dost send! Al - le - 1lu - ia,
Thee  who light dost  send! Al - le - 1lu - ia,
Thee  who light dost  send! Al - le - lu - ia,
Thee  who light dost  send! Al - le - lu - ia,
—3— —3—
9 . IPV' ' an I N— 77 = - I 0 f\\ I
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al -le - lu - ial Al - le - Iu - ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - ial Al - le - Iu - ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - ial Al - le - Iu - ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - ial Al - le - Iu - ia with - out end!

God the Father, light-creator,
To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,

Praise be sung eternally.

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia! Ho]y Spirit, ]ight—revea]er,
May the light which Thou dost send Glory, glory be to Thee.

Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!

Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!
Silent Prayer after Communing:
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity wich Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
Stand
In dismissing the conmunicants, the following is said:
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to
life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).
Nunc Dimictis LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
T 9 ﬂu T t ‘ ‘ T T  —
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine -eyeshave seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light - en the Gen -tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
9 ﬂu I . — -
' —— =ris
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo-ry be to the Father and
|
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o) I T
to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
9 ﬁu =< | \ f ‘
oMy R ~ g 1 1 1
A3V L 1 I I T [ ] - = = I
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world witheoutend. A -men.
THANKSGIVING
[ )
|-~ - \
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@l O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
\ 9 #u. —] — N
"o e — E—— 1
I3V LI | 1 - | 72 1]
) |

and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives).
(P} Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reignj with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
| ]

gy i I i — i |
\ \ — i |

o) [
A - men.
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BENEDICAMUS

Sit

H
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
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Bless we the Lord.
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4] The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
[/ I
[ Tl |
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.
[ 9 ﬂu# i — I — — i |
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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CLOSING HYMN: Entrust Your Days and Burdens LSB 754
ir’i{n T i I J\\ .i T i ’—i f T T i ! N i ﬁ |
: o o T ————
L :)V _‘I_ 1 =I _‘I- 1 k/yl _‘I- _‘I- 1
1 En - trust your days and bur - dens To God’s most lov - ing
2 Re - ly on God your Sav - ior And find your life se -
3 Take heart, have hope, my spir - it, And do not be dis -
4 Leave all to His di - rec - tion; His wis - dom rules for
P’ A I A I
O - o — T
ry, & . & > o &
hand; He cares for you while rul - ing The
cure. Make His work your foun - da - tion That
mayed; God  helps in ev - 'ty tri - al And
you In ways to rouse your  won - der At
() [ \ —
[ ] | m—— I [ N I ]
/ — ! N—— —Pe o o —
a2 . =
sky, the sea, the land. For He who guides the
your work may en - dure. No anx - ious thought, no
makes you un - a - fraid. A - wait His time with
all His love can do. Soon He, His prom - ise
H N . .
o — i . . bes A } — ] |
SESESS S =
tem - pests A - long their thun - d’rous ways Will
wor - ry, No self - tor - ment - ing care Can
pa - tience Through dark - est hours of night Un -
keep - ing, With won - der-work - ing pow’rs Will
4 A\ pp— [F—
FA— N o ———] I —— ! . I q
s —— e e
find for you a path - way And guide you all your days.
win your Fa - ther’s fa - vor; His heart is moved by prayer.
til the sun you hoped for De - lights your ea - ger sight.
ban - ish from your spir - it What gave you trou - bled hours.
5 O blessed heir of heaven, 6 Our hands and feet, Lord, strengthen;

You'll hear the song resound
Of endless jubilation
When you with life are crowned.
In your right hand your maker
Will place the victor’s palm,
And you will thank Him gladl ‘
With heaven’s joyful psalm.

Silent Prayer After Worship

With joy our spirits bless
Until we see the ending
Of all our life’s distress.
And so throughout our lifetime
Keep us within Your care
And at our end then bring us
To heav'n to praise You there.

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many

sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in

faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
ANNOUNCEMENTS, DISMISSAL, POSTLUDE
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Prayers for September 6 - 12

BIRTHDAYS: B:ly]m‘ Watson (9/7); Daucie Davis (9/8); Leslie Rice (9/8): Jucob Stinson
(9/9): Benjamin Hajdik (9/m1).

GRACE LUTHERAN

CHURCH ‘ i
S MATHYILLE, TX ANNIVERSARIES:

Sunday: For the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faich nourished by the Word & Sacraments.

Monday: For faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the salvation and
well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, & seminaries; for good government & peace; for rain & the fruitfulness of the carth.
Tuesday: For deliverance from temptation & evil; for the addicted & despairing, tortured & oppressed; and those struggling with sin.
Wednesday: For marriage & family, that husbands & wives, parents & children live in ordered harmony according to the Word of
God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our communities & neighborhoods.

Thursday: For the Church & her pastors; teachers, deaconesses, & other church workers; for missionaries & for all who serve the
Church; for fruitful & saluta ary use of the blessed Sacrament of Christ’s bL)(. & blood.

Frlddy. For the pu\lnl’lméy of the hol_y cross of our Lord Jesus Christ & for thc .sprczld of His l(nowlﬂdgc thmughout the whole world;

for the persecuted & oppressed; the sick & dying,
Saturday: For faichfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for receptive hearts
& minds to God's Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors & people as they prepare to administer & receive Christ's holy gifts.
o v o o,
7" Books of the Bible: Additional Prayers
Ecclesiastes MEMBERS: John Anderson, Mill_\" Cheak, Gertrude Davis, Mike Davis, Jim

Duty, Benny Hajdik, Gracic Harmon, Nora James, Alice Miller, Mildred
Mutschink, Mike Noak, Frances Pool, and Laverne Wallace.

FAMILY / FRIENDS: Cindy Griesenbeck, Michael Hicks, Kelly Huber, Brent
Ecclesiastes reflects on the fleeting nature of life and || [Kovar, Belinda Mangum, the family of Philip Hellman.

the limits of human achievement (Ecclesiastes r2; || [MISSTONARIES: Rebecca Bartelt (LCMS Missionary) serving the Lord as a
12:13-14). It demonstrates that satisfaction apart from || |sacred music educator in Taiwan.

Godis “vanity " yet trusting in His providence brings | | HOSE IN ECCLESIAL AUTHORITY: Rev. Nae Hill, Circuit Vis; Rev.
meaning. The book emphasizes the fear of the Lord,

Ao
- o

Jon Braunersreuther, TX Dist. Pres.; Rev. Dr. Marthew Harrison, Synod. Pres.
SCHOOLS: Faicth Lutheran HS; Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO;

Concordia Thuo]ogica] Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN.

obedience, and reliance on God for guidance, -

pointing forward to Christ, the fulfillment of true

wisdom, hopq and eternal life. Tt reaches humi]ity\

dependence on God, and the centrality of covenant

faithfulness amid the transience uf‘curthly life. Resources

GLC Facebook Page: facebook.com/glesmithville

GLC Newsletters, Bulletins, & Podcast (“The Faithful Word™): gles.org

KFUO Radio: kjﬁw.org. Lutheran Hour (Hlm_urg): Sun. & 7am (104.9) & 12:30pm (91.5)
Issues, Etc. Podcast: issueserc.org

The Word of the Lord Endures Forever Podcast: thewordendures.org

& o v o ﬁ Daily Chapel: cesfw.edu/daily-chapel
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Congregation at Prayer — Pentecost 15

In the name of the Father and of the *I« Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

O *F Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare Your praise.

Make haste, O "I God, to deliver me;

make haste to help me, O Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ, Alleluia!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Psalm of the Week... Psalm 32:1-7
Hymn... “My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker” (820)
Psalm 32:1-2

“Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is

Learn-By-Heart Scripture...

covered. Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no

iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.”

Daily Readings...

Monday (9/7): 2 Kings 4:38-5:8; Ephesians 6:1-24

Tuesday (9/8): 2 Kings 5:9-27; Philippians 1:1-20

Wednesday (9/9): 2 Kings 6:1-23; Philippians 1:21-2:11
Thutsday (9/10): 2 Kings 9:1-13, 10:18-29; Philippians 2:12-30
Friday (9/11): 2 Chronicles 29:1-24; Philippians 3:1-21
Saturday 9/12): 2 Chronicles 31:1-21; Philippians 4:1-23
Sunday (9/13): 2 Chronicles 32:1-22; Colossians 1:1-23

Learn-By-Heart Catechism... Holy Baptism (325)
How can water do such great things?

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the
water does these things, along with the faith which trusts this
word of God in the water. For without God’s word the water is
plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a
Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing
of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus,
chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us
generously through Jesus Christ out Savior, so that, having been
justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope
of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” Titus 3:5-8

Lord’s Prayer...

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer of the Week...

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble
servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the
things that are right, and by Your merciful guiding, accomplish
them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Luther’s Morning / Evening Prayer...
Morning Prayer:
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear

H

Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger
and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and
every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no
power over me. Amen.

Evening Prayer:

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that
You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord *} Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.

Amen.

Looking Forward to Next Week...
16th Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 19)
Genesis 50:15-21 — Romans 14:1-12 — Matthew 18:21-35
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