
 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

September 13th, 2026 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SMITHVILLE, TEXAS 

Divine Service with Holy Communion  
10 AM 

Bible Class and Sunday School  
8:45 AM 

 

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us 
together here for His Divine Service.  Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of 
life, forgiveness, and salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How 
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Phone: 512-237-2108 

Email: gracelutheransmithville@glcs.org 
Website: glcs.org
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SERVING THE LORD TODAY: 
 
 
 

 

In our readings today: In settling His accounts with us, our Lord acts not with anger, but with compassion. He does 
not imprison us as we deserve, but He forgives all our debts and releases us (Matt. 18:23–27). Therefore, our Lord bids 
each of us to have “mercy on your fellow servant” and “forgive your brother from your heart” (Matt. 18:33, 35). By the 
Lord’s forgiveness of our sins, we are free to forgive those who sin against us, because He has been handed over to the 
jailers in our stead and He has paid our entire debt with His lifeblood. Whether we live or die, we “are the Lord’s” 
(Rom. 14:8). Since we all will “stand before the judgment seat of God,” we are not to despise our brother (Rom. 14:10), 
but gladly forgive him. By the grace of God, our brother also “will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand” 
(Rom. 14:4). Though we daily sin against each other, the Lord intends “to bring it about that many people should be 
kept alive” (Gen. 50:20). Jesus speaks kindly by His Gospel and promises: “I will provide for you and your little ones” 
(Gen. 50:21). 
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and 
blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with 
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting 
Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in 
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have 
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion. 
A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of our sins, believe 
in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake. Amen.  

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE 
EXCHANGE OF PEACE  
 

Please stand and remain standing 
 

OPENING HYMN   Where Charity and Love Prevail                LSB 454 

 

 

Pastor: David Woelmer                Elders: Marshall Munsell, Bert Bunte 
Organist: Esther Wolff                Ushers: Ryan Smith 
Acolyte(s): Paisley Owens              Altar Guild: Becky Watson, Tammy Campion 
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5 Let us recall that in our midst 
    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined 
    We are in Him made one. 

6 For love excludes no race or clan 
    That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all 
    Whose Father is the same. 

 

INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name). 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ). 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor). 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT: Psalm 143:1–2; antiphon: v. 9 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 
 I have fled to you for refuge! 
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 
 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 
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Enter not into judgment with your servant, 
 for no one living is righteous before you. 
Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 
 I have fled to you for refuge! 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

 
 

KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”).  LSB 186 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  Gloria in Excelsis                    LSB 187 
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SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).  

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years.  They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day). 
P Let us pray. 
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your 
Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 
Sit 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 50:15–21 
 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will 
hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, 
saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the 
transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive 
the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
18His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But 
Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are 
today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and 
spoke kindly to them. 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM Psalm 103:1–12; antiphon: v. 13 
13As a father show compassion to his children, 
 so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. 
1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and forget not all his benefits, 
3who forgives all your iniquity, 
 who heals all your diseases, 
4who redeems your life from the pit, 
 who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
5who satisfies you with good 
 so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
6The LORD works righteousness 
 and justice for all who are oppressed. 
7He made known his ways to Moses, 
 his acts to the people of Israel. 
8The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9He will not always chide, 
 nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
 nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
 so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
12as far as the east is from the west, 
 so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
13As a father show compassion to his children, 
 so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. 
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EPISTLE READING Romans 14:1–12 
 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One person 
believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats 
despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, 
for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before 
his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him 
stand. 
 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each 
one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in 
honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while 
the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives 
to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to 
the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ 
died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we 
will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  

Stand 
ALLELUIA  LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21–35 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

 
 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but 
seventy times seven. 
 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 
and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of 
that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he 
found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 
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‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he 
should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on 
you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So 
also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 
heart.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                        LSB 192 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  All Christians Who Have Been Baptized           LSB 596 
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5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 
    And give God thanks forever! 
It gives the power to uplift 
    In all that you endeavor. 
When nothing else revives your soul, 
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 
    And then in death completes you. 

6 So use it well! You are made new— 
    In Christ a new creation! 
As faithful Christians, live and do 
    Within your own vocation, 
Until that day when you possess 
His glorious robe of righteousness 
    Bestowed on you forever! 

 

SERMON “Forgiven to Forgive” 
(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today). 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise). 
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Sit 
 

OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).  
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world). 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper).  LSB 194 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having 
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died 
on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and 
gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus).   LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine).  LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.”  The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace).  LSB 197 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins).  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

Silent Prayer before Communing: 
Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in 
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness LSB 636 
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5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
    Peace beyond all understanding, 
    Joy into all life expanding: 
Humbly now, I bow before You; 
Love incarnate, I adore You; 
    Worthily let me receive You 
    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 
 

(stanzas 7-8 on next page) 
 
 

 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 
    For our good, Your glory, given. 
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7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 
You once left Your throne in heaven 
    On the cross for me to languish 
    And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
    By this blood redeemed and living, 
    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 
Let me gladly here obey You. 
    By Your love I am invited, 
    Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
    Through the gift of grace You give me 
    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

 

A Mighty Fortess Is Our God LSB 656 
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Silent Prayer after Communing: 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy 
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.  

 

Stand 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 
life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).  
Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 
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THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives). 
P  Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
BENEDICAMUS 

 

 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us).  LSB 202 
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Sit 
CLOSING HYMN:  Entrust Your Days and Burdens LSB 754 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(stanzas 5 &6 on next page) 
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5 O blessèd heir of heaven, 
    You’ll hear the song resound 
Of endless jubilation 
    When you with life are crowned. 
In your right hand your maker 
    Will place the victor’s palm, 
And you will thank Him gladly 
    With heaven’s joyful psalm. 

6 Our hands and feet, Lord, strengthen; 
    With joy our spirits bless 
Until we see the ending 
    Of all our life’s distress. 
And so throughout our lifetime 
    Keep us within Your care 
And at our end then bring us 
    To heav’n to praise You there. 

 

Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many 
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in 
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL 
POSTLUDE
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