
 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

September 20th, 2026 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SMITHVILLE, TEXAS 

Divine Service with Holy Communion  
8 AM 

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We give thanks that our gracious Lord Jesus Christ has gathered us 
together here for His Divine Service.  Today again our Lord comes to serve us and lavish us with his gifts of 
life, forgiveness, and salvation.  Rejoicing in those wonderful gifts, we sing with David in Psalm 84: “How 
lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! A day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Phone: 512-237-2108 

Email: gracelutheransmithville@glcs.org 
Website: glcs.org
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SERVING THE LORD TODAY: 
 
 
 

 

In our readings today: Those who are sent as “laborers for his vineyard” (Matt. 20:1) depict the wide diversity of 
vocations to which the disciples of Christ Jesus are called. Whatever our particular stations in life may be, we are 
called to live and serve by faith in His promises. Our labors do not merit anything before Him, for He is already 
generous to one and all without partiality. In mercy, He has chosen to bear “the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat” on our behalf, to make us equal to Himself and to give us what belongs to Him, that is, the kingdom of heaven 
(Matt. 20:12–15). This way of the Lord is foolishness to the world and foreign to our thoughts, but He draws near, so 
that “he may be found” (Is. 55:6), “have compassion” and “abundantly pardon” (Is. 55:7). So it is that we are found in 
Christ Jesus, and He is honored in our bodies, “whether by life or by death” (Phil. 1:20), by “fruitful labor” (Phil. 1:22) 
or by suffering. It is by faith in His forgiveness that our works are “worthy of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). 
Holy Communion is a sacred gift from Christ to His Church. In this meal, He gives His true body and 
blood under bread and wine into our mouths in order to forgive our sins and strengthen our union with 
Him and with one another (Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). Christians receive this Sacrament trusting 
Jesus’ own words, repenting of all their sin, and confessing the faith taught in Holy Scripture together in 
unity (Matt. 5:23-24; Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 11:17-26). For this reason, and because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:27-34), we ask that those who have 
not yet been instructed and those who are not members of a congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod to speak with the pastor before receiving Holy Communion. 
A Prayer Before Worship: O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and in 
truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of our sins, believe 
in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake. Amen.  

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE 
EXCHANGE OF PEACE  
 

Please stand and remain standing 
 

OPENING HYMN   Salvation unto Us Has Come               LSB 555 sts. 1-6 

 

 

Pastor: David Woelmer                Elders: John Moore, Tommy Oates 
Organist: Esther Wolff                Ushers: Steve Bacon, Jared Shickles 
Acolyte(s): Keatyn Becker              Altar Guild: Becky Watson, Tammy Campion 
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5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 
    Or we must die despairing, 
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 
    Our human nature sharing. 
He has for us the Law obeyed 
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 
    Which over us impended. 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made 
    And brought to us salvation, 
Each Christian therefore may be glad 
    And build on this foundation. 
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 
Your death is now my life indeed, 
    For You have paid my ransom. 

 

INVOCATION: (God has given us our beginning in Baptism, so the Divine Service begins in His Name). 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION: (We come into the presence of our holy God, recognizing our sin and pleading for mercy on account of Christ). 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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ABSOLUTION: (God speaks His words of forgiveness to us through His servant, the pastor). 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT: Psalm 116:12–13, 15–16; antiphon: v. 17 

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
 and call on the name of the LORD. 
What shall I render to the LORD 
 for all his benefits to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation 
 and call on the name of the LORD. 
Precious in the sight of the LORD 
 is the death of his saints. 
O LORD, I am your servant; 
 I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds. 
I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
 and call on the name of the LORD. 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

 
 

KYRIE: (From the Greek, “Kyrie eleison,” meaning “Lord, have mercy”).  LSB 186 
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HYMN OF PRAISE:  Gloria in Excelsis                    LSB 187 
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SALUTATION: (The pastor and congregation greet each other in the Lord’s presence).  

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY: (These prayers have been used for over 1,500 years.  They “collect” the Gospel theme for the day). 
P Let us pray. 
Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have done, 
help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:6–9 
6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
 call upon him while he is near; 
7let the wicked forsake his way, 
 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 
 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
 neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
 so are my ways higher than your ways 
 and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM Psalm 27:1–9; antiphon: v. 4a 
4One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 
    that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life  

1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
    The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
2When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, 
    my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. 
3Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 
    though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 
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4One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 
    that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty 
    of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 
5For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 
    he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 
6And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent 
sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
    I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 
7Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 
 be gracious to me and answer me! 
8You have said, “Seek my face.” 
    My heart says to you, “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 
9Hide not your face from me. Turn not your servant away in anger, 
 O you who have been my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! 
4One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 
    that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life  

 

EPISTLE READING Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 
 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the 
gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that 
my imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord 
by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. . . . 
 19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out 
for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but 
that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by 
death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. 
My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary on your account. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you 
all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in 
Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 
 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 
you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 
striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. 
This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29For it 
has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also 
suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  

 

Stand 
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ALLELUIA  LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1–16 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

 
 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he 
sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give 
you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 
6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why 
do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, 
‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And 
when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when 
those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a 
denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 
and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you 
not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last 
worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do 
you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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NICENE CREED                        LSB 191 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
      and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
      and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Salvation unto Us Has Come    LSB 555 sts. 7-10 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON “The Last Will Be First” 
(Based on one of the Scripture readings, the pastor proclaims God’s Word of Law and Gospel for our lives today). 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness with sacrifices of praise). 
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Sit 
 

OFFERING: (The congregation responds to God’s forgiveness by bringing Him the first fruits of what He has given).  
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (The congregation prays for the Church and for all people throughout the world). 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE: (We praise and thank God for what He does for us in the Lord’s Supper).  LSB 194 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having 
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created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died 
on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and 
gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS: (Latin for “holy.” Heaven joins earth as we cry out with the heavenly host to welcome our Savior Jesus).   LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER: (We pray the words that Jesus gave us to pray, trusting that our Father will hear and answer us). LSB 197 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD (Jesus tells us that He gives us His body and blood under the bread and the wine).  LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI: (Latin for “The peace of the Lord.”  The body and blood of Jesus gives us peace).  LSB 197 

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI: (Latin for “Lamb of God.” We cry out to Christ our Lamb who was sacrificed for our sins).  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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DISTRIBUTION 

Silent Prayer before Communing: 
Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in 
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul at the glory of Your holy name; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 

By Grace I’m Saved LSB 566 
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5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 
    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
    The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 
    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 

Lord of All Hopefulness LSB 738 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

Silent Prayer after Communing: 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy 
Your divine grace, the forgiveness of my sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.  

 

Stand 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 
life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Having received Christ in the Sacrament, we give thanks and go forth in peace).  
Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT: (We thank God for what He has done and ask that it would show forth in our lives). 
P  Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
BENEDICAMUS 

 

 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION: (The Divine Service ends just as it began. We go forth with God’s name upon us).  LSB 202 

 

 
Sit 
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CLOSING HYMN:  Entrust Your Days and Burdens LSB 754 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O blessèd heir of heaven, 
    You’ll hear the song resound 
Of endless jubilation 
    When you with life are crowned. 
In your right hand your maker 
    Will place the victor’s palm, 
And you will thank Him gladly 
    With heaven’s joyful psalm. 

6 Our hands and feet, Lord, strengthen; 
    With joy our spirits bless 
Until we see the ending 
    Of all our life’s distress. 
And so throughout our lifetime 
    Keep us within Your care 
And at our end then bring us 
    To heav’n to praise You there. 

 

Silent Prayer After Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness for our many 
sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in 
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL 
POSTLUDE
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